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YEAR C                  TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME   21ST SEPT 2025 
Gospel: Luke 16: 1-13 

You cannot serve God and money. 
When we are rushing around, blindly fixed on what we are doing, do we 
stop to ask why or whether it is according to God’s will? The 
conversation or encounter which may have disrupted our timetable, may 
actually be God’s way of getting into our timetable. Our vision is often 
clouded by a sense of our own priorities which may or may not be 
aligned to God’s.  Think of the value judgements we often make, or the 
worldly human stereotypes which so often condition attitudes. How 
welcoming are we? Jesus welcomed those whom others treated as 
untouchable and outcast. His summons to the kingdom was to all 
without discrimination, and that graciously includes you and me. The 
disciples wanted to keep children from him. How many times have you 
heard it said that the children are the church of tomorrow. Actually, they 
are the church of today, not to be packaged for the morrow. Jesus’s 
beatitudes, or beautiful attitudes as I prefer to call them, fundamentally bring into question the operating values of the world, 
and show that the real crown estate belongs to those who yearn for God’s kingdom rather than the glitz of the world. Jesus 
show us the royalty of service, of serving rather than being served. He invites us to follow him. Such service depends upon 
our intention and our willingness to offer ourselves and our gifts for the benefit of those made in God’s image. Forget the 
grand gesture, and think of how God works through the dust of the earth and the sand of the sea. Our gospel reading reminds 
us that if we are faithful in very little we will be faithful in much. But as Augustine of Hippo questioned ‘What.. little thing is 
just a little thing… to be faithful in a little thing is a great thing’. The prophets had reminded the chosen people that God works 
in ways that are often hidden and not easily perceived. God ways are not our ways, his thoughts not our thoughts.  Do not 
despise the day of small things proclaimed Zechariah. A tiny seed overtime grows phenomenally. It has inauspicious 
beginnings buried in the earth, hidden from view, yet through the power of God’s creative spirit, it comes eventually to 
dominate the forest. Who could imagine that a tiny flat piece of silicon made from the grains of sand would hold the microchip 
which has become the building block of the digital revolution?  Amazing human creativity is the gift of God’s creative instincts 
in us. He creates from nothing, but we create from Him. Out of nothing God created the world, and destined that we should 
progress from there. As God has built progression into his creation, his new creation also takes time to develop. Faith is about 
having faith that God’s word will be fulfilled. He brings into being over time the things that we cannot now perceive. Faith 
after all is not sight, and its quality is not in its quantity but in its relationship with Christ. Even faith, he tells us, as small as 
a mustard seed is sufficient.  St David of Wales in his farewell words told his followers, ‘be joyful, keep the faith and do the little 
things which you have heard and seen me do’. These are similar words to those spoken by St Teresa of Calcutta, ‘Do the small things 
with great love’, words which she epitomised in her life of service to those whom the world regarded as of no consequence. 
She treated them with the same respect she accorded the many celebrities who courted her favour. She had something to 
celebrate. She would have identified with the prophet Amos, in our first reading, admonishing those in authority who ‘trample 
on the needy and bring the poor of the land to an end’.  Ultimate authority belongs to God, ‘high above the nations’ as the psalmist 
proclaims. His divine power ‘raises the poor..from the dust he lifts up the lowly, from the ash heap he raises the poor, to set them in the 
company of princes’. St Paul remind us to pray for those in authority over us, but within the great chain of being, we all have 
an authoritative part to play in the divine agenda to see God’s kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. Before the fall Adam 
was given stewardship over creation, so we, reborn through the new Adam, are called to be stewards of the new creation, 
seeking as Jesus said, to be faithful trustees for what ultimately belongs to Another. This involves a good deal of negotiation 
as we seek to be faithful, especially if we have to ‘make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth’. Money must serve 
God, not we money, for as Jesus said, we ‘cannot serve God and money’. To become the slave of money excludes us from the 
treasury of true riches.                                                                                                                                                                     Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 

ANTONIA DE PIANO (AGNES) of Beyers Prospect 
died recently. Her Requiem will be held on Monday 22nd 
September at 12 noon.     
 

ANDREA CUNNINGHAM of Gaywood Avenue died 
recently. Her Requiem will be on Wednesday 24th 
September at 1pm.       
 
CALOGERO CASTIGLIONE of New Road died 
recently. His Requiem will be on Tuesday 14th October 

at 2.30pm.                                             May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Calogero Castiglione, Margaret Murphy, 
Andrea Cunningham, and Antonia De Piano and for all 
those whose anniversaries occur at this time including 
Isabel Abrahams, Pat Cookson, Genoveffa Milazzo, 
Serena Barone, Ryan Walsh, Eileen Linford, John 
Lumley, Giuseppina Martorana, Nev Yarwood, Rose 
Alles, Giovanni Cicchirillo, Ann Jenkins, Guiseppina 
Martorana, Giovanna Abella and Tommaso Giardina.  
May their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR 

SEPTEMBER: Let us pray that, 
inspired by Saint Francis, we might 
experience our interdependence with 
all creatures who are loved by God 
and worthy of love and respect.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates:  28th September. 

There will be a children’s singing party held on the 
27th September from 2-3.30pm in the crypt.  If your 
child would like to attend, they do need to show an 
interest by joining the choir in the organ loft, at the 
9.15am Mass on the 14th September. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 21st September and 19th October.  More helpers 
are needed and training will be given.  Please contact the 
presbytery 
 

MEN'S BREAKFAST at 8:30 on Saturday 27th 

September in the crypt. Short talk at 9:00, Mass at 10:00. 
An opportunity for Men to share and get together. Do 
join us at any time when and if you can. 
 

PRAYER GROUP will continue on the first Thursday of 
each month. Next date will be the 2nd October at 7.30pm 
in the crypt. 
 

ROSARY: As October 
is the month of the 
Holy Rosary, there will 
be a decade of the 
rosary recited before 
each Sunday Mass. 
 

EUCHARISTIC FESTIVAL: There will be a Eucharistic 
Festival on Saturday 11 October at 12:30 with Cardinal 

Vincent Nichols in Westminster Cathedral, with 
Veneration of a Relic of the newly canonised St Carlo 
Acutis. The afternoon will also include Mass celebrated 
by the Cardinal, addresses by Bishop Nicholas Hudson 
and Fr Alan Robinson, Adoration, Rosary, Confessions 
and a Procession of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

‘INSTRUCTIONS FOR MY FUNERAL MASS’ leaflets 
are available beside the newsletters at the back of 
church, if you wish to complete one. Please hand the 
completed copy into the presbytery.  
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 23rd 

September at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to 
renew your faith. 
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: 

Application forms for the Confirmation 
programme for young people in Year 9 or 
above, or going into Year 9 in September are 
now available to collect from the presbytery either by 
email or in person. Entry to the Confirmation 
programme depends on regular attendance at Mass.  A 
letter has now been emailed to parents regarding the 
course.  If you have not received the email, please 
contact the presbytery.  The first meeting will be on 
Monday 13th October from 7-8pm in the crypt.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: A letter has now been 
emailed to parents regarding the 2025/2026 course.  If 
you have not received the email, please contact the 
presbytery. The first meeting will be on Sunday 21st 

September.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 

2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested 
in making their First Holy Communion in 2027, 
please do contact the presbytery to register your 

interest.  

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S 
ST VINCENT RC CHURCH in Zongo Macheri, 
(diocese of Jasikan, Ghana) founded by Elizabeth 
Nsonwah’s father, is raising money to build a school. If 
you would like to support their efforts please send any 
donation in envelope marked St Vincent Donation to the 
presbytery. At present, the amount raised is £460.00. 
Thank you to all who have made donations so far.  
 



ST CROSS SCHOOL are looking 
forward to welcoming dedicated 
individuals who are committed to 
their Catholic ethos and their friendly team of 
enthusiastic Governors as Foundation Governors.  If 
you are passionate about Catholic education 
and academic provision for our young people then we 
encourage you to apply. Please contact: Mrs J Walsh, our 
Headteacher - Tel: 01992 467309 Email: 
head@stcross.herts.sch.uk or have a word with Father 
Julian after Mass! 
 
ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S are holding their AGM 
on Thursday 25th Sept at 7.30pm. Trustees are needed. 
All welcome! 
 

ST MARY’S SECONDARY SCHOOL are 
holding their Open Evening on 
Wednesday 24th September from 6-
8.30pm. The Headteacher’s talk will be at 

6.30pm and 7.30pm.  To book tickets, please scan the QR 
code.   
 

ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE & PREP SCHOOL are 
holding an Open Day on Saturday 29th September from 
9.30am-12.30pm. For more info visit 
https://www.stedmundscollege.org/. 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE 

CAFOD: This Family Fast Day (Friday, 3 October) 
CAFOD is highlighting its work with communities in 
Ethiopia facing climate challenges, 
where donations fund vital water 
infrastructure projects. This is alongside 
CAFOD’s continued response to urgent 
needs in the Holy Land, Ukraine and Sudan through 
trusted local Church partners. Your support enables us 
to provide practical assistance for our most vulnerable 
brothers and sisters worldwide.  The Fast-Day 
envelopes will be attached to next weekend’s 
newsletter and then collected on the 4th/5th October. 

FAIRTRADE: In this month of the Season for 
'Care of Creation', we have Fairtrade 
Fortnight, which takes place between 
Monday, 22nd September - Sunday, 5th 

October.  Fairly traded goods donate 10% of their sales 
towards Fairtrade's mission of systemic change in trade 
and doing so in an equitable and transformative way! 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
 

REPOSITORY will be closed this weekend whilst the 
refurbishment is taking place.  
 

SUNDAY REFRESHMENTS: On Sunday 5th October, 

refreshments of tea and cake instead of cooked food will 
be served after the 9.15am Mass only.  
 

CALENDARS 2026: We have free Calendars from 
Divine Word Missionaries and they are available in the 
porch. Please do take one home with you.  
 

MARRIAGE CARE: We are a Catholic organisation 
specialising in relationship support and are currently 
looking for those who would be interested in training 
via our Certificate in Relationship Counselling (CRC) 

course. To find out more and to register your interest 
please visit: www.marriagecare.org.uk or email: 
volunteer@marriagecare.org.uk 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 

GROUP: If you’ve experienced a 
bereavement and would like support, please contact the    
presbytery. We are not a counselling service, but can 
always point people in that direction, if it is necessary. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Elizabeth Nsonwah, Tina 
Pegna, Pat Callanan and Estrella Clucas. . More cleaners 
are needed to join the Wednesday and Thursday team.  
If you can help, please contact the presbytery.  
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE in Much Hadham have 
various job vacancies. Please visit 
https://careers.stelizabeths.org.uk/ for more info 
 

ST ELIZABETH’S will be holding their annual Apple 
Fest on Saturday 27th September from 11am-3.30pm. 
There will be apple picking and tasting, refreshments & 
BBQ and live music.  All are welcome! 
 

FINANCE 

NO CASH? You can make your offering here by 
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone. 
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, 
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who 
continue to give regularly by standing 
order, or by envelopes. For those whose 
finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

24th SEPTEMBER 

Our Lady of Walsingham is a title used for 
Mary, the mother of Jesus. The title 
derives from the belief that Mary appeared in a vision 
to Richeldis de Faverches, a devout English 
noblewoman in 1061 in the village of Walsingham, 
Norfolk. Lady Richeldis had a Holy House built in 
Walsingham which became a shrine and place of 
pilgrimage. In passing on his guardianship of the 
Holy House, Richeldis’s son left instructions for the 
building of a priory in Walsingham. Like all religious 
houses, it was destroyed in the Reformation in the 
1530s. The Catholic shrine today is at the Slipper 
Chapel. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 20th September Martyrs of Korea 
7.00am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
7.30am Mass Alfonso & Pia Cuffaro  
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
8.30pm Mass Tommaso Giardina RIP 
 

Sun 21st Sept TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass    In thanksgiving for family & friends of Leon 
Jaselsky RIP  
11.15am Mass For the Parish  

Page 140 Parish Mass Books  
Page 1061 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Amos 8: 4-7 
Against those who ‘buy the poor for silver.’ 
 

Ps 113 — Praise the Lord, who raises the poor.  
 

2nd Reading: 1 Timothy 2: 1-8 
Prayers should be made for all people to God, who 
desires all people to be saved.   

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus Christ, though he 
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that 
you by his poverty might become rich. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  Luke 16: 1-13 
You cannot serve God and money.  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Amos 6: 1a, 4-7 
2nd Reading: 1 Timothy 6: 11-16 
Gospel: Luke 16: 19-31 

Mon 22nd September Martyrs of Spanish Civil War 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Eileen Griffin’s intentions  
12 noon Requiem Antonia De Piano RIP  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 23rd September St Pius of Pietrelcina 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Benefactors of the church  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 24th September OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass John Lumley RIP followed by coffee in the crypt  
1pm Requiem Andrea Cunningham RIP  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 25th September  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Val Couling RIP  
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 26th September Sts Cosmos and Damian 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Maurice & Simone Brown 70th Wedding Anniv 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday 27th September St Vincent de Paul  
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Paul Cordell RIP  

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Mark Wipperman RIP & Pat Malone RIP  
 

Sun 28th September TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN O.T 
9.15am Mass   Bill Anthony RIP  
11.15am Mass For the Parish  

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

 
 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 23rd               1pm Lunch club, crypt  
Tues 23rd               2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt  

Tues 23rd           7.30pm Come and See, crypt 
Wed 24th           6pm Brownies, crypt  

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted through the presbytery 
letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i 
questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati 
depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


