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YEAR C            TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME         28TH SEPT 2025 
Gospel: Luke 16: 19-31 

You received good things, and Lazarus bad things; now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 
Saturday saw the diocesan pilgrimage to Walsingham.  We were 
abundantly blessed. The Cardinal led the mass. He started his homily 
by recalling bicycling trips with his mother and brother. She would 
often draw attention to different things. Later when she became an 
aged passenger, she would tell them to slow down, ‘you’re going too 
fast. I can’t see’. Setting out on pilgrimage is all about slowing down 
and seeing afresh. It is about re-orientating, looking towards God and 
re-focusing our life. In pilgrimage, we and God reason together, 
where God touches our deepest needs and cravings. While 
pilgrimage is an outward journey, it is more an inward journey of 
discovery, leading to a revision of mind and heart. Through 
repentance and willing compliance, we discover the superabundance of Jesus’ grace. As the gospel acclamation says, ‘Jesus 
Christ, though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich’. Each place of pilgrimage is 
coloured by the charism of its foundation and association. Walsingham is called England’s Nazareth because, in the eleventh 
century, the Virgin Mary appeared to Richeldis and asked her to build a copy of the holy house of Nazareth, with the promise 
of innumerable blessings for those who resorted there. It was at Nazareth that Mary heard that she would become the mother 
of the Lord, and where, through her submission to God’s loving purposes, the Word became flesh in her womb. The echoes 
of the annunciation and the incarnation are embedded in the very walls of Walsingham. Here the veil between heaven and 
earth is thin, where through the intercession of Mary, we become more attuned to hearing God’s voice and led to a greater 
reverence for her Son. His incarnation becomes the prelude for the embodiment of God’s real presence in the life of the nation, 
across its altars and in the temple of our lives.  Leo XIII said that when England returns to Walsingham, the country will 
return to the true faith. The pondering of hearts, Mary’s and ours, weighs heavily at Walsingham. Mary’s song of praise, her 
Magnificat, has close resonances with today’s psalm. My soul, give praise to the Lord. In his fidelity, He gives justice to the 
oppressed, feeds the hungry, opens the eyes of the blind, protects the stranger, upholds the orphan and the widow, loves the 
just and thwarts the ways of the wicked. Mary invites us to identify with God’s kingdom agenda and to rejoice in seeing it 
accomplished. In the coming of her son, she heralds the righting of the world in accordance with God’s kingdom agenda. This 
is very much the message behind Jesus’ parable today. Lazarus, a diseased, hungry pauper daily waits outside a rich man’s 
house for scraps to fall from his table. Both die. The rich man ends up in Hades where he is in ‘torment’ and in ‘anguish’, 
while Lazarus goes to be with the blessed and with Abraham who comforts him. Judgement awaits those who serve only 
themselves in this life. The greed and the indolence of the rich man was great, but his greater sin was that he was oblivious to 
the plight on his door step. If he was aware of Lazarus’ needs, he chose not to be. He simply didn’t care, though in a position 
to care. The parable invites us to consider how socially aware we are. Do we recognise need when we see it or simply ignore 
it? Does compassion lead to action?  In the general confession we confess not just what we have done but what we have failed 
to do. The rich man’s sins of omission far out-weighed his sins of commission. Even in Hades, his condescension knows no 
bounds. He assumes that Lazarus will ‘dip the end of his finger in water and cool’ his tongue. Looking further afield, in an age of 
mass communication, we cannot claim ignorance of the enormous disparities in wealth and in resources that exist in our 
world, in which, to a greater or lesser extent, we are all implicated. Indebtedness is still a feature of many countries, and many 
in our world live a life of crushing poverty. Needs exist closer to home as well. We are to love our neighbours as ourselves, 
and not to be over scrupulous in defining our neighbourhood. The parable above all reveals God’s heart of compassion, and 
that his eternal justice in heaven redresses the disparities which have exist on earth. The rich man wants someone to return 
from the dead to warn his family to repent so that his plight will not befall them. Jesus’ response makes clear that the hearing 
of holy scriptures is not a self-indulgent exercise or an end in itself, but to lead us to repent. The Word made flesh, the 
Resurrection and the Life, has no home in those who reject the written word of God.                                                         Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Luca & Sofia 

McCarthy who will be baptised this weekend.  
 
PASTORAL LETTER from the Cardinal will be played 
this weekend. Copies of the letter and a brief history of 
the diocese are available from the back of church.  

 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS will be on Friday 3rd October at 
7pm.  
 

CALOGERO CASTIGLIONE of New Road died 
recently. His Requiem will be on Tuesday 14th October 

at 2.30pm.                                               May he rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Calogero Castiglione and for all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time including Felice 
Comparetto, Pasquale Orlandi, Nicholas Stevenson, 
Michael Kenny, Johanna Desilva, Nora Campkin, Lilian 
O’Sullivan, Desiree Ponambalum, Kathleen Jones, 
Carmela Scaffidi, Bill Askew, Adua Nolan, Mark 
Wipperman, Pat Malone, John Marsh and Bill Anthony.  
May their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR OCTOBER: 
Let us pray that believers in different 
religious traditions might work together 
to defend and promote peace, justice and 
human fraternity. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates:  28th September and 12th October. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 19th October, 2nd & 16th November.  More 
helpers are needed and training will be given.  Please 
contact the presbytery 
 

PRAYER GROUP will continue on the first Thursday of 
each month. Next date will be the 2nd October at 7.30pm 
in the crypt. 
 

ROSARY: As October 
is the month of the 
Holy Rosary, there will 
be a decade of the 
rosary recited before 
each Sunday Mass. 
 

EUCHARISTIC FESTIVAL: There will be a Eucharistic 
Festival on Saturday 11 October at 12:30 with Cardinal 
Vincent Nichols in Westminster Cathedral, with 
Veneration of a Relic of the newly canonised St Carlo 
Acutis. The afternoon will also include Mass celebrated 
by the Cardinal, addresses by Bishop Nicholas Hudson 
and Fr Alan Robinson, Adoration, Rosary, Confessions 
and a Procession of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

‘INSTRUCTIONS FOR MY FUNERAL 

MASS’ leaflets are available beside the 

newsletters at the back of church, if you wish to 
complete one. Please hand the completed copy into the 
presbytery.  
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 30th 

September at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to 
renew your faith. 
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: 
Application forms for the Confirmation 
programme for young people in Year 9 or 
above, or going into Year 9 in September are 
now available to collect from the presbytery either by 
email or in person. Entry to the Confirmation 
programme depends on regular attendance at Mass.  A 
letter has now been emailed to parents regarding the 
course.  If you have not received the email, please 
contact the presbytery.  The first meeting will be on 
Monday 13th October from 7-8pm in the crypt.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: A letter has now been 
emailed to parents regarding the 2025/2026 course.  If 
you have not received the email, please contact the 
presbytery. The next meeting will be on Sunday 5th 
October.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 

2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested 
in making their First Holy Communion in 2027, 
please do contact the presbytery to register your 

interest.  

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S 
ST CROSS SCHOOL are looking 
forward to welcoming dedicated 
individuals who are committed to 

their Catholic ethos and their friendly team of 
enthusiastic Governors as Foundation Governors.  If 
you are passionate about Catholic education 
and academic provision for our young people then we 
encourage you to apply. Please contact: Mrs J Walsh, our 
Headteacher - Tel: 01992 467309 Emaior have a word 
with Father Julian after Mass! 
 
ST VINCENT RC CHURCH: Thank you to everyone 
who donated towards the school being built in Ghana. 
The total raised was £760.00. 

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE 

CAFOD: Family Fast Day Friday, 3 October. Please 
donate to our Family Fast Day parish collection to share 



God’s abundant gifts with our global 
neighbours as they find lasting solutions to 
poverty and climate challenges. Your 
generosity offers “signs of hope” in this 
Jubilee Year, helping build more water tanks in 
communities like Waré’s in Ethiopia where women have 
to walk for hours to get water. You can donate online at 
cafod.org.uk/envelope or call 0303 303 3030 or scan the 
QR code. You can also text CAFOD to 70560 to donate 

£10. The Fast-Day envelopes are attached to the 

newsletter and will then be collected on the 4th/5th 
October.  

FAIRTRADE: In this month of the Season 
for 'Care of Creation', we have Fairtrade 
Fortnight, which takes place between 
Monday, 22nd September - Sunday, 5th 

October.  Fairly traded goods donate 10% of their sales 
towards Fairtrade's mission of systemic change in trade 
and doing so in an equitable and transformative way! 

 
SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 

 
REPOSITORY will be closed this weekend whilst the 
refurbishment is taking place. 

 
SUNDAY REFRESHMENTS: On Sunday 5th October, 

refreshments of tea and cake instead of cooked food will 
be served after the 9.15am Mass only.  
 

CALENDARS 2026: We have free Calendars from 
Divine Word Missionaries and they are available in the 
porch. Please do take one home with you.  
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
GROUP: If you’ve experienced a 

bereavement and would like support, please contact the    
presbytery. We are not a counselling service, but can 
always point people in that direction, if it is necessary. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Pat Kavanagh, Sue Alvey, 
Mima Salvo and Val.  More cleaners are needed to join 
the Wednesday and Thursday team.  If you can help, 
please contact the presbytery.  
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE in Much Hadham have 
various job vacancies. Please visit 
https://careers.stelizabeths.org.uk/ for more info 
 

FINANCE 
FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR 2024 
are now available to view on the 
notice board at the back of the 
church, by the newspapers. During 

2024, excluding exceptional items, we covered our daily 
running costs and had an average surplus of £302 per 
week. The exceptional items are donations for specific 
purposes, legacies, third party and expenditure on 
property improvements. Our total offertory has gone up 
by 11.7% over the past 3 years. The average weekly 
donation per person was £3.37. If you are in a position 
to give more, it would make a real difference. If 
everyone had gift-aided their donations, we would have 

received an extra £13,500 this year. If you pay tax, please 
sign up for Gift Aid, so that we can add 25% to 
everything that you give – at no cost to yourself. You 
will find gift aid forms by the newsletters.  
 
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by 
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone. 
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, 
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who 
continue to give regularly by standing 
order, or by envelopes. For those whose 
finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 

 
 

 
 

 

 
WELCOMING ALL NEW PARISHIONERS! 

Please complete the New Parishioner Registration 
Form if you have not already registered as a new 

parishioner.  We can then add you to our database 
and welcome you to our parish community.  You 

will find the forms in the porch in church. 
Thank you to all those who have registered as 

new parishioners. 
 

 
 
 

Generous God, 
we praise and thank you 

for all that you have given us. 
May the fast that we make remind us 
that all good things come from you 

and are intended for all. 
Fill our hearts with your love 

and move us to be good neighbours 
to all our sisters and brothers. 

Turn us away from indifference 
and lead us to work together 

to create a movement of hope. 
Inspire us all to play our part, 

to build a better world 
where each and every person 

can share in the joy of your gifts. 
Amen. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 27th September St Vincent de Paul 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Paul Cordell RIP 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Mark Wipperman RIP & Pat Malone RIP 
 

Sun 28th Sept TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass    Bill Anthony RIP  
11.15am Mass For the Parish  

Page 143 Parish Mass Books  
Page 1065 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Amos 6: 1a, 4-7 
The revelry of those who now stretch themselves out shall 
pass away.  
 

Ps 146 — My soul, give praise to the Lord. 
 

2nd Reading: 1 Timothy 6: 11-16 
Keep the commandment until the appearing of our Lord. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus Christ, though he 
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that 
you by his poverty might become rich. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  Luke 16: 19-31 
You received good things, and Lazarus bad things; 
now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish.  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Habakkuk 1: 2-3, 2: 2-4 
2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 1: 6-8, 13-14 
Gospel: Luke 17: 5-10 

Mon 29th September STS MICHAEL, GABRIEL & RAPHAEL 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Joanna De Silva RIP anniv 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 30th September St Jerome  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Margaret Whelehan RIP  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 1st October St Thérèse of the Child Jesus 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Franco Tona RIP followed by coffee in the crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 2nd October Holy Guardian Angels 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Bill Askew RIP 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 3rd October CAFOD HARVEST FAST DAY 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Richard Pyper RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
7pm Mass Denis Whelehan RIP  
 
Saturday 4th October St Francis of Assisi 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Angelo Ciccarelli RIP anniv 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 5th October TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN O.T 
9.15am Mass   Thanksgiving from Daniel Abebreseh 
11.15am Mass Francesco & Francesca Pizzo RIP  

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

 
 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 30th               1pm Lunch club, crypt  
Tues 30th                2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt  

Tues 30th          7.30pm Come and See, crypt 
Wed 1st             6pm Brownies, crypt  
Thurs 2nd          7.30pm Prayer group, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted through the presbytery 
letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i 
questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati 
depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


