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YEAR C          TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME          7TH SEPT 2025 
Gospel: Luke 14: 25-33 

Anyone who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 
The saints remind us that we should live each day to the full, rather than 
rushing ahead or looking back regretfully. If we have thoughts merely for the 
morrow, then we will miss what today has to offer. If we are fixated on the 
past, we will never turn a new page. We are to savour the present moment, to 
practice, if you like, a kind of mindfulness, a Christian mindfulness bringing 
ourselves into unity with the mind of Christ. Focusing upon Christ and 
seeking his will is a kind of self-abandonment, enabling us to see ourselves in 
context and in high definition. We begin to prioritise issues, from the less 
important to the more important. Those of high importance might surprise 
us. In his classic, Self-Abandonment to Divine Providence, the French Jesuit De 
Cassuade writes that ‘to achieve the height of holiness, people must realise 
that all they count as trivial and worthless is what can make them holy’. 
Holiness is not the preserve of the cloister. Vatican II’s Lumen Gentium 
highlighted a universal call to holiness. God seeks the sanctification of every 
person, every day and everywhere. Even our daily work, if offered to God, is 
a work of God, as was especially emphasised by Josemaria Escriva, the 
founder of Opus Dei, which means work of God.  Seeing the entire field of 
human activity as an arena where God’s grace operates, re-positions the 
dividing line between secular and sacred, and brings into question what is 
religious or not. It reveals in high relief, works done for self-glory compared 
to those done for the glory of God. Under spiritual scrutiny and self-
examination, we radically readjust our assessment of time well spent. Peaks 
of achievements are levelled and forgotten gestures of service and love 
elevated. How does human success or honour rank on God’s score board?   In as much as you did it to one of the least of 
these, you did it to me? Manoeuvring a successful route through life requires heavenly wisdom. The psalmist today says, 
‘Teach us to number our days, that we may gain wisdom of heart’. Doing God’s time not ours, enables us to surrender ourselves 
and our agendas, and frees us up. Such surrender involves not rejecting our reasoning but allowing it to be realigned and 
purified through the wisdom of God. Are our minds informed and our lives guided by the light of truth or the darkness of 
deception?  Dominus illuminatio Mea-The Lord is my light. The Book of Wisdom asks today, ‘Who has learned your counsel, unless 
you have given wisdom and sent your holy spirit from on high? We have to forego our own understanding and seek God’s instead. 
In fact, we have to forgo more than our understanding, we have to forgo our own life by losing it, surrendering ourselves and 
trusting God’s word instead of our own devices and security. In today’s gospel, Jesus turns worldly values on their head. ‘So 
therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple’. Such renunciation is at the heart of our 
continuous immersion into God’s purposes. The Church calls it sanctification. Our collect prays ‘O God, by whom we are 
redeemed and receive adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive true 
freedom and an everlasting inheritance’. One who already enjoys true freedom and everlasting inheritance is Carlo Acutis, to be 
canonised this weekend. The Church in canonising Carlo, as in canonising any other saint, is not so much making him a saint 
as simply validating what heaven has already declared, that he is already a saint on the basis of the miracles, performed by 
him since his death. Though he died at fifteen from leukaemia, he sanctified the present moment for Christ. ‘I am happy to die’, 
he said,’ because I lived my life without wasting even a minute of it on anything unpleasing to God’. Quality of life is not found in 
quantity of years, but in keeping to God’s eternal diary now, and seeking to honour him in this present moment in time. It 
might seem limiting, but it is totally enabling. ’Our goal must be the infinite’, Carlo said, ‘and not the finite. The Infinity is our 
homeland. We are always expected in heaven.’                                                                                                                                   Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Alessio Norton 
who will be baptised this weekend.  
 

MASS on Tuesday will be with St Augustine’s and St 
Cross Schools.   

 

GIOVANNI ABELLA of Netherhall Road died recently. 
His Requiem will be held on Monday 15th September at 
12 noon.  
 

ANTONIA DE PIANO (AGNES) of Beyers Prospect 
died recently. Her Requiem will be held on Monday 22nd 

September at 12 noon.                       May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including John Marsh, Michael Carroll, Franco Tona, 
Giovanni Abella and Antonia De Piano and for all those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time including Alice 
Warden, Francesco Acquisto, James Magee, Neville 
Alles, Antonino Di Leto, Millie Corbet, Jean Weaver, 
Frances Jones, Concetta Morreale, Marina Morris, 
Bernardo D’Agosta, Alice Carrubba, Stanley Abrahams 
and Francesca Crimaudo.  May their souls and the souls of 
al the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR 

SEPTEMBER: Let us pray that, 
inspired by Saint Francis, we might 
experience our interdependence with 
all creatures who are loved by God 
and worthy of love and respect.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates:  14th & 28th September. 

There will be a children’s singing party held on the 
27th September from 2-3.30pm in the crypt.  If your 
child would like to attend, they do need to show an 
interest by joining the choir in the organ loft, at the 
9.15am Mass on the 14th September. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 7th and 21st September.  More helpers are 
needed and training will be given.  Please contact the 
presbytery 
 

PRAYER GROUP will continue on the first Thursday of 
each month. Next date will be the 2nd October at 7.30pm 
in the crypt. 
 

BENEDICTION CANDELABRA: Thank you to 
everyone who has made donations for the purchase of 
the new candelabra.   
 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE 
TO WALSINGHAM will be on 
Saturday 20th September. The 
coach will leave the church at 
8am and Mass will be at 12 noon 
Mass. After lunch, we will walk the Holy Mile and 
conclude with Benediction in the grounds of the Abbey. 
The cost of the day will be £41 (£36 coach and £5 
pilgrims’ levy fee. To book your place on the coach, 
please complete the tear off slip from the newsletter and 

return it to the presbytery with your payment. Please 
note Mass will be at 7.30am that day with Adoration at 
7am and evening Mass will be at 8.30pm instead of 
6.30pm. 
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE will resume on Tuesday 9th 

September at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to 
renew your faith. 
 

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on 
Monday 15th September 7.15-8.15pm in the church.  The 
course must be completed before a Baptism can be 
arranged. To enrol on the course, please contact the 
presbytery.  
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: 
Application forms for the Confirmation 
programme for young people in Year 9 or 
above, or going into Year 9 in September are 
now available to collect from the presbytery either by 
email or in person. Entry to the Confirmation 
programme depends on regular attendance at Mass.  
More details will follow in due course. The register 
begins this weekend.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: A letter has 
now been emailed to parents regarding the 
2025/2026 course.  If you have not received the 
email, please contact the presbytery. The first 

meeting will be on Sunday 21st September.  
 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 2027: If 
your child is in year 2 and is interested in making their 
First Holy Communion in 2027, please do contact the 
presbytery to register your interest.  

 

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S 
ST VINCENT RC CHURCH in Zongo Macheri, 
(diocese of Jasikan, Ghana) founded by Elizabeth 
Nsonwah’s father, is raising money to build a school. If 
you would like to support their efforts please send any 
donation in envelope marked St Vincent Donation to the 
presbytery. At present, the amount raised is £430.00. 
Thank you to all who have made donations so far.  
 

ST CROSS SCHOOL: If you would be interested in 
becoming a school governor at St Cross, please have a 
word with Fr Julian.  
 



ST ELIZABETH’S will be holding their annual Apple 
Fest on Saturday 27th September from 11am-3.30pm. 
There will be apple picking and tasting, refreshments & 
BBQ and live music.  All are welcome! 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE 
CAFOD: Pope Francis established 1st September as the 
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, 
encouraging the Catholic community around the world 
to pray for our common home.  The theme in this Jubilee 
Year is 'Seeds of Peace and Hope' and, in his message for 
the occasion, Pope Leo XIV reflects on Jesus' use of the 
image of the seed and how, in Christ, we are also "seeds 
of peace and hope".  'Care of Creation' runs from 1st 
September, until 4th October. 
 

ASSISTED SUICIDE BILL is having its second reading 
in the House of Lords on the 12th September. We are 
concerned that vulnerable people could be coerced into 
euthanasia if this bill becomes law and need to make our 
voice heard.  Please email the Lords.  The right to life 
website www.righttolife.org.uk will facilitate your 
writing to the Lords.  
 

GAZA The Cardinal has asked us to pray especially for 
Gaza on the 15th September (Our Lady of Sorrows.) 
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
 

TUESDAY LUNCH CLUB & WARM SPACES will 
resume again on Tuesday 9th September in the crypt. 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 

GROUP: If you’ve experienced a 
bereavement and would like support, please contact the    
presbytery. We are not a counselling service, but can 
always point people in that direction, if it is necessary. 
 

SUPPORT FOR COUPLES IN CRISIS: 
RETROUVAILLE provides programme and model of 
ongoing accompaniment for the couples who are willing 
to work together on their differences and find ways to 
resolve conflict in their relationship. This is a marriage 
support programme, not relationship counselling. 
 

MARRIAGE CARE is a relationship counselling 
charity established in our diocese nearly 80 years ago. 
Their relationship counsellors are fully trained and have 
gone through a formal selection and training process. 
Relationship Counselling provides a structured and 
supportive environment for couples to navigate 
difficulties and improve their communication. 
 

MARRIAGE HELP - Retrouvaille helps couples find 
hope and healing for their marriage. Next course date: 
17th-19th Oct. www.retrouvaille.org.uk Tel: 0788 
7296983 
 

MARRIAGE HELP - Marriage Care provides 
a relationship counselling service for couples when life 
gets tough and it is hard to find a positive 
solution.  www.marriagecare.org.uk/ 
TEL: 0800 389 3801 
CHURCH CLEANING: Michele & Pelle De Luca, 
Sophie Lenguito and Alex Thomson. More cleaners are 
needed to join the Wednesday and Thursday team.  If 
you can help, please contact the presbytery.  

 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE in Much Hadham have 
various job vacancies. Please visit 
https://careers.stelizabeths.org.uk/ for more info 
 

FINANCE 

NO CASH? You can make your offering here by 
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone. 
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, 
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who 
continue to give regularly by standing 
order, or by envelopes. For those whose 
finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO WALSINGHAM 
ON 20TH SEPTEMBER - £41.00 

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no.: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address………………………………….. 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 

……………………………………………….….. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 
day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the  

full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 

 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

Prayer to Our Lady of England  
for Our Lady’s birthday,  

8th September 
O Glorious and blessed Mary, our Mother and 

our queen, we gladly acclaim you as Our Lady 

of England.  We thank you for all the graces 

which you have obtained for this country in 

times past, and ask you to obtain still more. Grant, that this 

nation of ours which once worshiped God through one 

Church, so by your intercession, may all Christians be 

reunited in the one service of your Son, and may all our 

fellow countrymen come to the knowledge and love of this 

same Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 6th September Blessed Virgin Mary  
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass March for Life 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish  
 

Sun 7th September TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass    Francesca Crimaudo RIP 
11.15am Mass Stanley Abrahams RIP  

Page 133 Parish Mass Books  
Page 1052 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Wisdom 9: 13-18 
Who can discern what the Lord wills?  
 

Ps 90 — O Lord, you have been our refuge, from 
generation to generation.  
 

2nd Reading: Philemon 9b-10, 12-17 
Have him back no longer as a bondservant but as a 
beloved brother. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Let your face shine 
forth on your servant, and teach me your decrees. 
Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  Luke 14: 25-33 
Anyone who does not renounce all that he has cannot 
be my disciple.  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS  

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Numbers 21: 4b-9 
2nd Reading: Philippians 2: 6-11 
Gospel: John 3: 13-17 

Mon 8th September NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED V MARY  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Thanksgiving from Nsonwah Family 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 9th September Saint Peter Claver 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass with St Augustine’s School and St Cross 
School Alice Carrubba RIP anniv 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 10th September  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass David & Kathy Taylor’s 60th Wedding Anniversary 
followed by coffee in the crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 11th September  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Antonia Di Piano RIP 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 12th September Most Holy Name of Mary  
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Philomena O’Connor intentions 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday 13th September Saint John Chrysostom 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Pauline Callanan RIP anniv  

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish  
 

Sun 14th September THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY 
CROSS 
9.15am Mass   Decd relatives of Johnson & Carrubba Families 
11.15am Mass Kathleen Robb’s intentions 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

 
 
 
  

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 9th               1pm Lunch club, crypt  
Tues 9th               2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt  

Tues 9th           7.30pm Come and See, crypt 
Wed 10th         6pm Brownies, crypt  

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted through the presbytery 
letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i 
questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati 
depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 



 


