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YEAR C                                             ALL SAINTS                           2ND NOVEMBER 2025 
Gospel: Matthew 5: 1-12a 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.  
Today is the great Feast of All Saints. Our word ‘saint’ comes from the 
Latin ‘sanctus’ which means holy or set apart for Christ. This means that 
in English, saint has a wider application than just for humans. We have a 
school called St Cross, though there never was a person called St Cross. It 
merely means that the cross is closely identified with Christ, and in the 
case of the school, a relationship with Holy Cross Convent, who founded 
it. Again, we sometimes call angels saints, such as St Michael, St Gabriel 
and St Raphael, when they are not human beings at all but spiritual 
entities. The reason is their close identification with Christ. Generally, for 
most people, the word ‘saint’ refers not to a holy object or an angel, but to 
a holy individual who has been canonised by the Church. To be canonised, 
a person is given the official recognition of sainthood after their death. It is, if you like, the Church catching up with what 
heaven has already decided, a retrospective confirmation of a holy life. However, the Catholic Church, following Holy 
Scripture, has a much wider understanding of saints then simply those it canonises. St John Paul II’s Catechism of the Catholic 
Church helps to clarify things. It is important to distinguish between the saints in heaven and those on earth. There are saints 
in heaven who have been perfected and are already in the light. This will include the officially canonised but it will include 
also those who have never been given that recognition either because they were already recognised as saints through the 
revelation of holy scripture and through the testimony of the early church (such as the Blessed Virgin, the disciples, the gospel 
writers Luke, Mark, and the apostles Paul and Barnabas) or by popular tradition over many centuries. Within this latter 
category we might think, for example, of the many Celtic saints who established missionary centres across the British Isles, 
changing the landscape with their names. This was before the arrival of the Gregorian mission of Augustine of Canterbury, 
and primary among them is St Patrick of Ireland, never officially canonised. All these saints are already in heaven. St Paul in 
Colossians talks about ‘the saints in light’, those who already enjoy the beatific vision of heaven. There will be other saints 
undergoing purification in purgatory. With respect to those of us living this side of the grave, the Catholic Church teaches 
that we the baptised, though imperfect, are called to be saints in heaven. To be baptised is to be set apart for holy purposes, 
to lead a life which is worthy and pleasing to the Lord. This is why the beatitudes, the beautiful attitudes, are held out to us 
today as what confers the status of being blessed and the character of all saints. St Paul, in Colossians, goes so far as to say 
that the Father, ‘has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light’. In Christ we share the same light as the saints, and 
as St Paul says elsewhere we are seated with him in the heavenly places. Conscious of our unworthiness, and acknowledging 
that we are anything but saints, how remarkable that we should have company with the heavenly saints, sharing their very 
inheritance. Similarly, St Paul addresses his epistles to the ‘saints’ in various churches, while fully recognising that they the 
baptised often fall short of visible sanctification. The perfected saints in light have great empathy with us in our struggles on 
earth. After all they themselves went through the same struggles. They are not plaster casts of our imagination, but sympathise 
with our weaknesses and understand our infirmities, like Christ himself. They were ordinary people who did extraordinary 
things, and do extraordinary things, through His enabling power. Our confession of faith proclaims boldly that we believe in 
the communion of saints. The Catechism explains what this communion is all about. There is a communion in holy things among 
holy people communing together. The saints are the Church. Since we the saints on earth, in purgatory and in heaven form 
one body in Christ, the good of each is communicated to the others. We share a communion in spiritual goods, such as in our 
faith, our hope, our charity, in spiritual gifts, graces and virtues, and in the sacraments. Above all there is the communion of 
the saints in the holy communion of the mass. Here as members together of the mystical body of the Lord, beyond space and 
time, we worship together in the heavenly Jerusalem around the throne of the Lamb and enjoy the foretaste of what is to come 
when, as our post-communion prayer says, ‘coming to perfect holiness in the fulness of your love, we..pass from this pilgrim table to 
the banquet of our heavenly homeland’.                                                                                                                                              Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
WE PRAY for our departed 
relatives and friends of the past 

year: Giovanni Abella, Antonia 
Agnes De Piano, Frances Barron, 
Francesco Bondi, Antonio 
Cannatella, Mauro Capone, 
Michael Carroll, Francesca 
Caruso, Antonia Castiglione, 
Calogero Castiglione, Ann 
Chastell, Francesca Comparetto, 
Frances Conway, Andrea 
Cunningham, Onofrio Dileto, 

Patricia Dunne, Peter Fry, Margarete Frydrych, Vicky 
Forni, Rosemary Guest, Francesco Gulisano, Thomas 
Hearne, Leon Jaselsky, Rodney Little, John Marsh, 
Judith Marshall, Joan Martin, Paola Melillo, Maria 
Messina, Ignazio Morreale, Kevin Murphy, David 
Patmore, Giovanni Pecoraro, Fr Michael Stewart, Lesley 
Sykes, Lucia Schillaci, Pierina Tambuzzo, Sante Toro, 
Anne Walker, Pauline Whelehan, Matthew Wotton and 
Regina Zulu. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord.  
 

MISS REGINA ZULU of Ware Road died recently. Her 
Requiem will be on Wednesday 12th November at 10am. 
There will therefore be no 9.15am Mass that day.                
 
FRANCES CONWAY of Stansted Road died recently. 
Her Requiem will be on Friday 21st November at 10am 
at Our Lady of Lourdes church, Arnos Grove. 
                                                              May they rest in peace. 

 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will 
not take place in the evening on Wednesday 5th Nov. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY EVENING MASS in future will now 
be offered for those who are sick and will be a healing 
Mass with the opportunity to receive the laying of 
hands.  All are welcome to attend.  
 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Regina Zulu, Frances Conway and Kevin 
Murphy and for all those whose anniversaries occur at 
this time including John McNaughton, James Higgins, 
George Buhagiar, Quintino Mazziotta, Vincent Byrne 
and Stefano & Margherita Diesi May their souls and the 
souls of al the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest 
in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR 

NOVEMBER: Let us pray that those 
who are struggling with suicidal 
thoughts might find the support, care 
and love they need in their community, 
and be open to the beauty of life. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates:  9th & 23rd November. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 2nd & 16th November.  More helpers are needed 
and training will be given.  Please contact the presbytery 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM CANDLES: We now 
have special candles from Walsingham which can be lit 

to be placed on the plinth around the statue 
of Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the office for £10. You can 
book the candle for any intentions or for 
someone who has passed, and their name or 
intention will be placed in the Lady Chapel 

and published in the newsletter. 

PRAYER GROUP will continue on the first Thursday of 
each month. Next date will be the 6th November at 
7.30pm in the crypt. 

NOVEMBER LIST OF THE DECEASED: Lists for 
you to write the names of your departed relatives and 
friends are beside the newsletters in church. Please 
return the lists to the presbytery, along with any Mass 
offering.  During November, the lists will be kept on 
the altar and at least one Mass a day will be offered 
for the Holy Souls.  Therefore, few other Mass 
intentions can be taken for November.  
 

MASS FOR THE DECEASED OF THE PAST YEAR 
Monday 3rd November 7.00pm will be a special Mass 
at which we remember and pray for the deceased of 
the past 12 months. Written invitations have been 
sent to the bereaved families of those whose funerals 
have been celebrated here in the parish, but all are 
welcome to attend.  
 

NOVEMBER PRAYERS AT CEMETERY: Fr Julian 
will attend Woollensbrook Cemetery 
on Saturday 8th November at 

11.30am to bless the graves. Please 
meet at the top car park.  
 

PARISH TRIP TO ST ALBANS 
ABBEY will be on Friday 12th 

December.  The coach will leave 
the church at 9am and leave St 
Albans at 3pm.  We will have Mass 

at the Abbey at 12 noon. The price of the coach is £14 
per person.  If you would like to come, please 
complete the tear off slip in the newsletter and return 
it to the presbytery as soon as possible.  
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

Enza Aversano & Family ints                Private intention 
Private intention                                       Private intention 
Sue Greenall’s ints                    Filomena Mezzullo’s ints 
O’Driscoll Family ints 

 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-



285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 11th 

November at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to 
renew your faith. 
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The 
next meeting will be on Monday 10th 

November from 7-8pm in the crypt.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 2nd November. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 

2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested 
in making their First Holy Communion in 2027, 
please do contact the presbytery to register your 

interest.  
 

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on 
Wednesday 12th November 7.15-8.15pm in the 
church.  The course must be completed before a 
Baptism can be arranged. To enrol on the course, 
please contact the presbytery.  
 

JUSTICE & PEACE 
COP30 IN BRAZIL - The United 
Nations climate talks, COP30, are 
approaching - World leaders will meet 

in Belem, Brazil, from 10-21 November, 2025 and this 
conference is a particularly critical one for the 
world!  The impacts of climate change are being felt 
across the globe, but they are hitting the poorest 
countries hardest, where communities 
have the fewest coping 
mechanisms.  There are a couple of 
things you can do as an individual: Write 
to the Energy Secretary, Ed Milliband, to 
call for action - see cafod.org.uk/cop30 and join in with 
a Global Day of Action on Saturday 15 November, 
when events will take place around the UK and the 
world to call for urgent action at COP30: see 
cafod.org.uk/dayofaction or scan the QR code.  
 

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S 
ST CROSS SCHOOL – Reception Tours 
Dates: If your child turns 5 between 
September 2026-August 2027 and you would 
like to attend a tour of St Cross School, please 

contact the office on (01992) 467309 to book one of the 
following tour dates:-Tuesday 11th November, 9.30am 
to 10.30am, Tuesday 18th November, 9.30am to 10.30am, 

Tuesday 25th November, 1.30pm to 2.30pm or Tuesday 
2nd December, 1.30pm to 2.30pm 
 

ST AUGUSTINE'S SCHOOL will be open 
for school tours for September 2026 
Nursery and Reception Admissions on the 
following dates and times: Wednesday 

12th November at 10.30am, Wednesday 19th November 
at 10.30am, Wednesday 3rd December at 2.00pm and 
Wednesday 10th December at 2.00pm. You must ring 

01992 463549 or email the school office 
admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk to book. 
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 

WARE CHORAL SOCIETY will be performing Pour 
Noel, Christmas music with a french flavour on 
Saturday 6th December at 7.30pm, at The Drill Hall, 
Ware.  Tickets are £20 from Theresa Casbard 
07742022223 or Anne byrne 467097, 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT: If 
you’ve experienced a bereavement 

and would like support, please contact the presbytery. 
We are not a counselling service, but can always point 
people in that direction, if it is necessary. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Michele & Pelle De Luca, 
Sophie Lenguito & Alex Thomson. Thank you for your 
help.  More cleaners are needed for the Wednesday and 

Thursday teams. If you can help, please contact the 
presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by 
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone. 
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, 
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who 
continue to give regularly by standing 
order, or by envelopes. For those whose 
finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO ST ALBANS ABBEY 
ON FRIDAY 12TH DECEMBER £14 

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no.: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address………………………………….. 
 
Paid £14 Chq enclosed yes/no      BACS yes/no 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 

……………………………………………….….. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 
day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the  

full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 1st November Blessed Virgin Mary on Sat 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Holy Souls 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Stefano & Margherita Diesi RIP 
 

Sun 2nd November ALL SAINTS 
9.15am Mass    Holy Souls 
11.15am Mass For the Parish  

Page 194 Parish Mass Books  
Page 1180 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Revelation 7: 2-4, 9-14 
Behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation from all tribes and peoples and 
languages. 
 

Ps 24 — Such are the people who seek your face, O 
Lord.  
 

2nd Reading: 1 John 3: 1-3 
We shall see God as he is. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Come to me, all who 
labour and are heavy laded, says the Lord, and I will 
give you rest. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  Matthew 5: 1-12a 
Rejoice and be glad, fr your reward is great in 
heaven. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA 

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Ezekiel 47: 1-2, 8-9, 12 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 3: 9c-11,16-17 
Gospel: John 2: 13-22 

Mon 3rd November ALL SOULS’ DAY 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Holy Souls 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
7pm Mass Deceased of the past year 
 

Tues 4th November St Charles Borromeo 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Holy Souls  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 5th November St Elizabeth 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Holy Souls followed by coffee in the crypt  
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 6th November  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Holy Souls  
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 7th November St Willibrord 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Holy Souls 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
7pm Mass Sick of the parish 
 
Saturday 8th November St Elizabeth of the Trinity 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Holy Souls 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 9th Nov DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA 
9.15am Mass   Vincent Byrne RIP 
11.15am Mass Holy Souls 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 4th                1pm Lunch club, crypt  
Tues 4th                2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt  

Tues 4th                    7.30pm Come and See, crypt 
Wed 5th                     6pm Brownies, crypt 
Thurs 6th                   7.30pm Prayer group, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be 
posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: 
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta 
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


