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YEAR C          TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME      12TH OCT 2025 
Gospel: Luke 17: 11-19 

No one was found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner. 
Our gospel acclamation today comes from St Paul’s First Letter to the 
Thessalonians: ‘In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you’.  The ancient world certainly knew the importance of 
giving thanks. Cicero said that gratitude was the greatest of all the virtues 
and the basis for all the others. Across the religious spectrum today, the 
world’s religions emphasise the importance of thanksgiving. All the 
evidence points to the fact that giving thanks benefits our wholistic health. 
Moods are improved, negative emotions reduced, resilience built up and 
blood pressure lowered. Yet clearly St Paul expects us to set an example to 
the world by giving thanks ‘in everything’. This means being grateful in 
circumstances regardless of whether the outcome seems beneficial to us.  
From a Christian perspective, all circumstances provide opportunities for 
God’s grace. Through patience, through laying down our lives for the gospel, we know that God works for good in those who 
love Him. The measure of our gratitude will be determined by the architecture of our lives. Upon what, or rather upon whom 
are we building our hopes. Is our foundation and scaffolding something or someone other than Christ? Only by embracing 
the cross of Christ do we find the strength to face the rollercoaster of life. If we have never submitted to the cross of Christ, if 
we have never realised why Christ died, then we have never encountered the love of God which triumphs over all things. 
The death and resurrection of Jesus means that death, evil, sin, or whatever problems beset us, do not have the last word. 
Since God raised Jesus from the dead, by trusting in his saving work, we rise above those circumstances, which on the surface, 
seem to deprive us of the grounds for giving thanks, but which can be turned to good and become instead the means of our 
rescue and recovery. This grace is universal. The Lord, the psalmist says today, ’has shown his salvation to the nations’. Yet 
this grace has to become personal. Our epistle reading from St Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy reminds us of our need to 
embrace what Jesus has done for us. ’If we have died w ith him, we will also live with him. If we endure, we will also reign 
with him’. Giving thanks for what Christ has done, enables us to give thanks in all circumstances. The word gratitude has its 
roots in gratis free gift and gratia grace. Gratitude is ultimately our response to the free gift of God’s grace. We could say that 
God wills it, which is what St Paul reminds us today. Thanksgiving in all things, ‘is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you’, St 
Paul says.  Our gospel reading further highlights the importance of giving thanks, and shows how pleasing that thanks is to 
Jesus. Jesus heals ten lepers but only one returns to thank him. Jesus asks. ‘Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was 
no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner’. Leprosy was a terrible disease which ostracised its victims 
socially and religiously, and deprived them of the consolations of work, family and religion. To be healed, lepers had to be 
cleansed. Jesus doesn’t declare their cleansing straight away but instructs them to go to the priest so that the priest could  
verify their cleansing and healing, according to the law. They showed faith, as they set off on their journey without seeing 
any evidence of their cleansing. As they go on their way, they discover that they are miraculously cleansed and healed. One 
of the lepers happens to be a Samaritan. An outcast on account of his religion, the levelling effect of his leprosy had provided 
him with uncommon companionship. He alone, of the lepers, on realising that he is healed, ‘turned back, praising God with 
a loud voice, and falling on his feet, giving thanks’. What gratitude, what humility, what praise! If only, we did the same. In 
our worship together? In our lives? Seeing his response, Jesus tells him that his faith has made him well. All the others were 
physically healed but only this one was made truly whole. There is a difference between health and wholeness. We can be 
physically healthy but spiritually sick. What is the point of recovering our physical health if our spiritual health is in jeopardy? 
All ten lepers showed considerable faith in stepping out and following Jesus’ instructions, but the faith that most of releases 
God’s blessing is the faith of a grateful heart. Is our lack of generous gratitude blocking our wholeness? Faith without charity 
St Paul reminds us is seriously deficient. Is our faith being frozen through the coldness of ingratitude? Give one thing more 
the poet George Herbert said, ‘a grateful heart’.                                                                                                                         Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Mila-Rose 
Nardiello and Kamsiyochukwu Obioha who will be 
baptised this weekend.  
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will 
be from 5-6pm on Monday due to the Confirmation 
meeting.  
 
FIRST FRIDAY EVENING MASS in future will now 
be offered for those who are sick and will be a healing 
Mass with the opportunity to receive the laying of 
hands.  All are welcome to attend.  

 

CALOGERO CASTIGLIONE of New Road died 
recently. His Requiem will be on Tuesday 14th October 
at 2.30pm.            
 
IGNAZIO MORREALE of Thurgood Road died 
recently.  His Requiem will be on Wednesday 15th 

October at 11am.                                 May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Ignazio Morreale and Calogero Castiglione 
and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this time 
including Francesco Pizzo, Maureen O’Neill, Patrick 
Morrissey, Anna Curaba, Antonino Cusumano, Anna 
Amodeo, Catherine Stockwell, Helen Sherman, 
Christopher Ayerst, Connor Lawrence, Paddy Brien and 
Daniela Ruggiero.  May their souls and the souls of al the 
faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR OCTOBER: 
Let us pray that believers in different 
religious traditions might work together 
to defend and promote peace, justice and 
human fraternity. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates:  12th October, 9th & 23rd 
November. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 19th October, 2nd & 16th November.  More 
helpers are needed and training will be given.  Please 
contact the presbytery 
 

PRAYER GROUP will continue on the first Thursday of 
each month. Next date will be the 6th November at 
7.30pm in the crypt. 
 

ROSARY: As October is the 
month of the Holy Rosary, there 
will be a decade of the rosary 
recited before each Sunday Mass. 
 

TAIZE:  On Sunday 26th October, 7-

8pm, we will have Adoration with 
Taize chants and the Rosary.  
 

 

PARISH RETREAT AT WALSINGHAM will be from 

Tuesday 4th-Thursday 6th November and we will stay at 

the Catholic Retreat House.  If you are interested, please 
complete the tear off slip and drop off the 
accommodation price of £174.50 (B&B & evening meal) 
to the presbytery as soon as possible to confirm your 
place. You can either pay by cheque or BACS – please 
indicate this on the slip.  Cost of transport is being 
arranged. We need to know final numbers by Sunday 
19th October, so please do contact the presbytery if you 
are interested.  
 

‘INSTRUCTIONS FOR MY FUNERAL MASS’ leaflets 
are available beside the newsletters at the back of 
church, if you wish to complete one. Please hand the 
completed copy into the presbytery.  
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS & READERS 
ROTAS: The next rotas for the period November 
2025 – February 2026 will be drawn up shortly. Please 
therefore advise of any dates that you 
are NOT available during this period 
by 24th October AT THE LATEST to Pat Kavanagh 
for 9.15 am Mass (telephone 07485 284007 or 01992 
449282 or email patandcarolkav@btinternet.com) and 
Dawn Bates for 6.30pm and 11.15am Masses (tel 
440986 or email hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk). Please 
also advise of any changes in personal contact details 
e.g. address, telephone number etc. Once drawn up, 
all rotas will be dispatched by email unless requested 
otherwise. Thank you. 
 
NOVEMBER LIST OF THE DECEASED: Lists for 
you to write the names of your departed relatives and 
friends will be attached to the newsletter next 

weekend. Please return the lists to the presbytery, 
along with any Mass offering.  During November, the 
lists will be kept on the altar and at least one Mass a 
day will be offered for the Holy Souls.  Therefore, few 
other Mass intentions can be taken for November.  
 

MASS FOR THE DECEASED OF THE PAST YEAR 
Monday 3rd November 7.00pm will be a special Mass 
at which we remember and pray for the deceased of 
the past 12 months. Written invitations have been 
sent to the bereaved families of those whose funerals 
have been celebrated here in the parish, but all are 
welcome to attend.  
 

NOVEMBER PRAYERS AT CEMETERY: Fr Julian 
will lead the annual visit to the 
Ware Road cemetery to pray the 
Rosary for the deceased members 
of the parish on Saturday 1st 
November at 11.30am. Please 
meet inside the main gate.  Fr Julian will attend 
Woollensbrook Cemetery on Saturday 8th November 
at 11.30am. Please meet at the top car park.  
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
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and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 14th 

October at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to 
renew your faith. 
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The 
first meeting will be on Monday 13th October 

from 7-8pm in the crypt.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 19th October.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 

2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested 
in making their First Holy Communion in 2027, 
please do contact the presbytery to register your 

interest.  
 

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on 
Wednesday 12th November 7.15-8.15pm in the 
church.  The course must be completed before a 
Baptism can be arranged. To enrol on the course, 
please contact the presbytery.  
 

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S 
ST CROSS SCHOOL are looking 
forward to welcoming dedicated 
individuals who are committed to 

their Catholic ethos and their friendly team of 
enthusiastic Governors as Foundation Governors.  If 
you are passionate about Catholic education 
and academic provision for our young people then we 
encourage you to apply. Please contact: Mrs J Walsh, our 
Headteacher - Tel: 01992 467309 Email or have a word 
with Father Julian after Mass! 
 

ST CROSS SCHOOL – Reception Tours Dates: If your 
child turns 5 between September 2026-August 2027 and 
you would like to attend a tour of St Cross School, please 
contact the office on (01992) 467309 to book one of the 
following tour dates:-Tuesday 11th November, 9.30am to 
10.30am, Tuesday 18th November, 9.30am to 10.30am, 

Tuesday 25th November, 1.30pm to 2.30pm or Tuesday 
2nd December, 1.30pm to 2.30pm 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE 
BROXBOURNE FOODBANK is in 
urgent need of the following items: tins 
of meat, fruit, vegetables and fish.  Tins 
of rice pudding and custard. Bottles of 
squash, UHT juice and UHT milk. As a 
Harvest offering, next weekend after all Masses, there 
will be an opportunity to bring these items and leave 
them in the Lady Chapel so they can then be donated to 
the Foodbank. 
 

SOCIAL & MISCELANEOUS 

 

EMMAUS WALK: Our next walk will be 
on Saturday 25th October at 2pm. Details to 
follow in due course. 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 

GROUP: If you’ve experienced a 
bereavement and would like support, please contact the    
presbytery. We are not a counselling service, but can 
always point people in that direction, if it is necessary. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Elizabeth Nsonwah, Toni 
Iamarino and Penny Benge.  More cleaners are needed 
to join the Wednesday and Thursday team.  If you can 
help, please contact the presbytery.  
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE in Much Hadham have 
various job vacancies. Please visit 
https://careers.stelizabeths.org.uk/ for more info 
 

FINANCE 

NO CASH? You can make your offering here by 
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone. 
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, 
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who 
continue to give regularly by standing 
order, or by envelopes. For those whose 
finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PARISH RETREAT TO WALSINGHAM 
ON 4TH/5TH/6TH NOVEMBER 

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no.: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address………………………………….. 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 

……………………………………………….….. 
 
Paid £174.50 chq enclosed yes/no         BACS yes/no  
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 
day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the  

full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 11th October St John XXIII 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Miss Zulu’s birthday intentions 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 12th October TWENTY EIGHTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass    Mick Low 
11.15am Mass Knights of St Columba 

Page 149 Parish Mass Books  
Page 1072 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   2 Kings 5: 14-17 
Naaman returned to the man of God and confessed his 
faith in the Lord.  
 

Ps 98 — The Lord has shown his salvation to the nations.  
 

2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 2: 8-13 
If we endure, we will also reign with Christ.  

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. In everything give 
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  Luke 17: 11-19 
No one was found to return and give praise to God 
except this foreigner.  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Exodus 17: 8-13 
2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 3: 14-4:2 
Gospel: Luke 18: 1-8 

Mon 13th October SAINT EDWARD THE CONFESSOR 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Helen Sherman RIP 
5-6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 14th October St Callistus I  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Daniel Beary RIP anniv 
2.30pm Requiem Calogero Castiglione RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 15th October St Teresa of Jesus 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Daniela Ruggiero RIP anniv followed by coffee in 
the crypt  
11.00am Requiem Ignazio Morreale RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 16th October Margaret Mary Alacoque  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Justin Ighade’s intentions 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 17th October St Ignatius of Antioch 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Michael Carroll RIP  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday 18th October ST LUKE 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Adele Beschizza Schia RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Pierina Tambuzzo RIP  
 

Sun 19th October TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN O.T 
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Filippo Adamo RIP 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

 
 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Mon 13th              7pm Confirmation meeting, crypt 
Tues 14th              1pm Lunch club, crypt  
Tues 14th              2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt  

Tues 14th          7.30pm Come and See, crypt 
Wed 15th           6pm Brownies, crypt  

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be 
posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: 
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta 
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


