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YEAR C          TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME      19TH OCT 2025 
Gospel: Luke 18: 1-8 

God will give justice to his elect, who cry to him.  
The Jewish Scriptures (the Old Testament) were Jesus’ 
bible. What we call the New Testament came into being 
only as a result of Jesus’ ministry and the birth of His 
Church. In today’s epistle when St Paul reminds Timothy 
that he has known the sacred writings from childhood, he 
is referring to Timothy’s upbringing in our Old Testament, 
the Jewish Scriptures. Again, when Paul says that ‘all 
scripture is breathed out by God, he is referring contextually to 
the Jewish Scriptures. However, for the early Church ‘all 
scripture’ would soon include also the scriptures of the New Testament, added on to the ‘Old’, comprising the letters of the 
apostles (such as this letter of Paul to Timothy) and the four gospels. Other writings were in circulation, but it was the Catholic 
Church that decided on the eventual composition of the New Testament. Their inclusion was predetermined by how closely 
they related to the already existing Jewish canon of scripture. St Paul tells Timothy that holy scripture, in its entirety, is God 
inspired, and absolutely foundational to the formation of the Christian. He encourages him also to ‘preach the word’. When 
we say the ‘word’, we use it in three different, somewhat confusing ways, all of which are related. To ‘preach the word’ means 
to preach the good news (the gospel) of Jesus on the basis of scriptural truths. We call this the kerygmatic word, from kerygma 
meaning proclamation. Then we refer to the actual written word of God, meaning the scriptural text, such as when the lector 
says in church after reading the first or second reading…’The Word of the Lord’, to which we respond ‘Thanks be to God’. Finally, 
we refer to Jesus as the Word made flesh, Jesus who not only proclaims the word of God, but who in his very person and 
actions, incarnates the divine Logos, the divine life. This Greek word logos is translated as the Word, as St John writes at the 
start of his Gospel: ‘In the beginning was the Word’…and ‘the Word became flesh and dwelt among us’.  With respect to the word as 
scripture, we Catholics do not worship the bible. We revere it. While we accept the literal truth of the bible, we are not 
fundamentalists, in that we believe that God has given us reason to help us understand the text under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, imparted to the Church corporately and to the Christian individually. The whole purpose of scripture is to lead 
us to Christ. Jesus said to his opponents, ‘you search the scriptures diligently because you think in them you have eternal life. These 
are the very scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life’. Elsewhere Jesus acknowledged that the Jewish 
scriptures point to himself, and that he was their fulfilment. Once we have acknowledged his truth claims, our faith grows in 
listening to Jesus’ words and the words of scripture which point to him. ‘Listen to my beloved Son’, the divine voice told the 
disciples at the Transfiguration. Listening to God is entering into the dimension of prayer. Prayer is a bit like a phone, if we 
are doing all the talking and not listening we will never hear what God wants to say. The most effective prayer is that which 
listens to the God’s word and roots itself in the divine word, by reminding God of his promises in scripture, and by taking 
him at his word. Prayer then becomes an act of faith to see accomplished what God has promised. Ultimately what God has 
promised, and what the whole of scripture is directed towards, is the establishing of his justice and righteousness, which 
according to Psalm 89 are the foundation of God’s throne, and therefore his kingdom. Thus, we pray for God’s kingdom to 
come upon earth as it is in heaven. In so doing we are also aligning ourselves with God’s will (Thy will be done) and the 
realisation of God’s promises. Christ reigns through the cross, revealing God’s justice and righteousness to the world. Through 
the Church’s cross-shaped obedience and our cross-shaped lives, God speaks justice to the world. The justice which God gives 
is what is in accordance with his divine justice, not our partial or prejudiced sense of what may be right or wrong. Jesus says 
at the end of the parable of the persistent widow, ‘And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he 
delay long over them? I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily’. Praying for the total realisation of God’s righteousness and 
justice for his world is the very essence of believing faith, but as Jesus concludes the parable, ‘when the Son of Man comes, will 
he find faith on earth?’ God’s justice is assured, by whether we lead just lives or not depends upon whether we pray faithfully 
and faith-fully pray.                                                                                                                                                                         Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY is this 
Sunday and today, parishes worldwide 
celebrate. By supporting Missio – the 
Pope’s charity for world mission – we 
stand united as God’s global family, in prayer, solidarity 
and action. Please pray for missionaries and give what 
you can to this vital collection, bringing God’s 

compassion, peace and justice to those 
in need. The envelopes are attached to 
the newsletter and will be collected 

next weekend. You can also give online 
at missio.org.uk/wmsdonate or scan 
the QR code.  

 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will 
take place from 5-6pm on Monday, due to the 
Confirmation meeting. 

 

FIRST FRIDAY EVENING MASS in future will now 
be offered for those who are sick and will be a healing 
Mass with the opportunity to receive the laying of 
hands.  All are welcome to attend.  
 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Alan Beer and for all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time including Filippo 
Adamo, Luisa Di Palma, Danuta Patterson, Francisco 
Hernandez, Baby Brooklyn Moore, Francesca Marino, 
Patrick Walsh, Angela Oranye, John Shanley and  
Pierina Tambuzzo. May their souls and the souls of al the 
faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR OCTOBER: 
Let us pray that believers in different 
religious traditions might work together 
to defend and promote peace, justice and 
human fraternity. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates:  9th & 23rd November. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 19th October, 2nd & 16th November.  More 
helpers are needed and training will be given.  Please 
contact the presbytery 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 
CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the office for £10 and will 
stay lit for a week. You can book the 
candle for any intentions or for someone who has 
passed, and their name or intention will be placed in the 
Lady Chapel and published in the newsletter. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST will be held on Saturday 25th 

October 8:30 in Crypt, short talk at 9:00, Mass at 10:00. 
An opportunity for men to share and get together. Do 
join us at any time, when and if you can.  

PRAYER GROUP will continue on the first Thursday of 
each month. Next date will be the 6th November at 
7.30pm in the crypt. 

ROSARY: As October is the 
month of the Holy Rosary, there 
will be a decade of the rosary 
recited before each Sunday Mass. 
 

TAIZE:  On Sunday 26th October, 7-

8pm, we will have Adoration with 
Taize chants and the Rosary.  
 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS & READERS 

ROTAS: The next rotas for the period November 
2025 – February 2026 will be drawn up shortly. Please 
therefore advise of any dates that you 
are NOT available during this period 
by 24th October AT THE LATEST to Pat Kavanagh 
for 9.15 am Mass (telephone 07485 284007 or 01992 
449282 or email patandcarolkav@btinternet.com) and 
Dawn Bates for 6.30pm and 11.15am Masses (tel 
440986 or email hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk). Please 
also advise of any changes in personal contact details 
e.g. address, telephone number etc. Once drawn up, 
all rotas will be dispatched by email unless requested 
otherwise. Thank you. 
 
NOVEMBER LIST OF THE DECEASED: Lists for 
you to write the names of your departed relatives and 
friends will be attached to the newsletter this 

weekend. Please return the lists to the presbytery, 
along with any Mass offering.  During November, the 
lists will be kept on the altar and at least one Mass a 
day will be offered for the Holy Souls.  Therefore, few 
other Mass intentions can be taken for November.  
 

MASS FOR THE DECEASED OF THE PAST YEAR 
Monday 3rd November 7.00pm will be a special Mass 
at which we remember and pray for the deceased of 
the past 12 months. Written invitations have been 
sent to the bereaved families of those whose funerals 
have been celebrated here in the parish, but all are 
welcome to attend.  
 

NOVEMBER PRAYERS AT CEMETERY: Fr Julian 
will lead the annual visit to the Ware 
Road cemetery to pray the Rosary for 
the deceased members of the parish 
on Saturday 1st November at 

11.30am. Please meet inside the main gate.  Fr Julian 
will attend Woollensbrook Cemetery on Saturday 8th 
November at 11.30am. Please meet at the top car 
park.  

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES burn this week for the 
following intentions: 
Sue Greenall’s intentions                           Private Intention  
Sheila Cooper’s intentions          Sr Giacomina Pedrini RIP 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 
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OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 21st 

October at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to 
renew your faith. 
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The 
first meeting will be on Monday 20th October 

from 7-8pm in the crypt.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 19th October.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 

2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested 
in making their First Holy Communion in 2027, 
please do contact the presbytery to register your 

interest.  
 

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on 
Wednesday 12th November 7.15-8.15pm in the 
church.  The course must be completed before a 
Baptism can be arranged. To enrol on the course, 
please contact the presbytery.  
 

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S 
ST CROSS SCHOOL – Reception Tours Dates: If your 
child turns 5 between September 2026-August 2027 and 
you would like to attend a tour of St Cross School, please 
contact the office on (01992) 467309 to book one of the 
following tour dates:-Tuesday 11th November, 9.30am to 
10.30am, Tuesday 18th November, 9.30am to 10.30am, 

Tuesday 25th November, 1.30pm to 2.30pm or Tuesday 
2nd December, 1.30pm to 2.30pm 
 

ST AUGUSTINE'S SCHOOL will be open for school 
tours for September 2026 Nursery and Reception 
Admissions on the following dates and times: 
Wednesday 12th November at 10.30am, Wednesday 
19th November at 10.30am, Wednesday 3rd December at 
2.00pm and Wednesday 10th December at 2.00pm. You 
must ring 01992 463549 or email the school office 
admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk to book. 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE 

BROXBOURNE FOODBANK is in urgent 
need of the following items: tins of meat, 
fruit, vegetables and fish.  Tins of rice 
pudding and custard. Bottles of squash, 
UHT juice and UHT milk. As a Harvest offering, this 

weekend after all Masses, there will be an opportunity 
to bring these items and leave them in the Lady Chapel. 

Items must be in date and must not include fresh 
food. (The Foodbank cannot take non-food items) If 

you would like to donate, please use the following 
details: The Broxbourne Foodbank, sort code: 77-05-13, 
ac no: 15260568 Ref: St. Aug Hodd. 
 

CAFOD HARVEST FAST DAY: Thank you 
to everyone who donated.  The total amount 
raised was £1048.96. 

 

CAFOD:  Over 450 parishes held debt petition signings 
this summer, with an incredible 34,000 signatures being 
gathered ... so far, all part of the global church petition - 
thank you for taking part!  CAFOD has helped to build 
the case internationally and tackling the debt crisis is 
now on the agenda for world leaders and financial 
institutions, dominating discussion at 2025 global 
summits, from the G7 to the UN General Assembly and 
G20 Summit.  The campaigning this year has helped put 
global debt on the map here in the UK and made it 
impossible for our government to ignore.  This week, I 
sent off a letter informing our MP for Broxbourne, Lewis 
Cocking, as 139 constituents of his signed up from St. 
Augustine's church, to raise this important 
issue!  Campaigning on debt in 2026 will continue, 
pressuring the UK government.  Anne Byrne. 

 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
 

EMMAUS WALK: Our next walk will be on 
Saturday 25th October at 2pm. Please meet at 
the church car park and we will walk on the 
footpaths in the fields to the west of the formal part of 
Barclay Park. 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT: If 
you’ve experienced a bereavement 

and would like support, please contact the presbytery. 
We are not a counselling service, but can always point 
people in that direction, if it is necessary. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Tina Pegna, Pat Callanan and 
Estrella Clucas. Thank you for your help.  
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by 
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone. 
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, 
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who 
continue to give regularly by standing 
order, or by envelopes. For those whose 
finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 18th October ST LUKE 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Adele Beschizza Schia RIP 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Pierina Tambuzzo RIP 
 

Sun 19th October TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass    For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Filippo Adamo RIP 

Page 152 Parish Mass Books  
Page 1076 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Exodus 17: 8-13 
Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed. 
 

Ps 121 — Our help is in the name of the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth. 
 

2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 3: 14-4:2 
That the man of God may be complete, equipped for 
every good work. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. The word of God is 
living and active, discerning the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  Luke 18: 1-8 
God will give justice to his elect, who cry to him.  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN O.T. 

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Sirach 35: 15b-17, 20-22b 
2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18 
Gospel: Luke 18: 9-14 

Mon 20th October  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Francesca Marino RIP 
5-6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 21st October St John of Bridlington 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Andy Anderson’s intentions 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 22nd October St John Paul II 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Bernie McCormack RIP anniv followed by coffee 
in the crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 23rd October St John Capistrano 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Marie O’Brien’s intentions 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 24th October St Anthony Mary Claret 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Francesco Borrelli & Family 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday 25th October St John Houghton  
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Giuseppe Cannatella RIP anniv 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 26th October THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN O.T 
9.15am Mass   Rosalia Dilena RIP 
11.15am Mass Onofrio Dileto RIP 
7-8pm Adoration with Taize chants and Rosary 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

 
 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Mon 20th               7pm Confirmation meeting, crypt 
Tues 21st               1pm Lunch club, crypt  
Tues 21st               2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt  

Tues 21st           7.30pm Come and See, crypt 
Wed 22nd           6pm Brownies, crypt  

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be 
posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: 
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta 
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


