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St Augustine’s Catholic Church

The Presbytery, Esdaile Lane, Hoddesdon, EN11 8DS Tel: 01992-440986

Parish Priest: Fr Julian Davies
E-mail: hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk Web-site: https:/ / parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon
FaceBook: “CatholicHoddesdon” Secretary: Dawn Bates (Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, 9am-4pm)
Also in residence: Fr Mathews Valiyaputhenpura Joy (Chaplain to Knanaya community)
Safeguarding parish rep: Joy Ighade —hoddesdonSG3@rcdow.org.uk
Italian safeguarding rep: Rossetta Tona — italianmissionsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

YEAR C THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 26TH OCT 2025
Gospel: Luke 18: 9-14
The tax collector went down to his house justified, rather than the Pharisee.

Today’s gospel is the parable of the Tax-collector and
the Pharisee. Luke tells us that Jesus directed this
parable to those who trusted in themselves, that they
were righteous and treated others with contempt. The
Pharisee believes that he is unassailably good in the
eyes of God and the world. He is contemptuous of
others, and judges them according to his own twisted
standards. Elsewhere, Jesus warns us not to judge at
all. We all have opinions about one another, but we
should never rush to judgment. The Pharisee may
well have been outwardly righteous but his
prejudicial judgments showed that inwardly he was
not. Instead of leading to repentance, his fasting and
tithe-giving bolstered his pride. They became identity
markers by which he defined himself against others.
He was doing them not for God’s glory but for his
own. His heart was horribly misplaced. He was so
self-absorbed that he couldn’t make room for grace, and certainly nor for those he regarded as unclean such as extortioners,
unjust and adulterers, regardless of whether they had repented. He could not see that his own lack of repentance had blocked
access to heaven. His intense dislike for the tax collector suggests he holds him in particular contempt. Tax collectors did have
a bad name. They were seen as collaborators with the unclean gentile Roman overlords. Yet Jesus went out of his way to
welcome them. He often ate and drank with them, like other socially and religiously suspect characters, and this particularly
irked the Pharisees. Pharisee means ‘the separate one’. They claimed that a strict adherence to the written and oral law
necessitated quarantine from others. But they had overlooked the fact that the main purpose of the law was to lead people to
the loving mercy of God, and that the greatest obedience to the law was to repent. In seeking to observe the letter they
undermined the spirit. Rather than attaining holiness, they were gratifying their own self-worth. Their hardness of heart was
separating them from God. Their social assumptions were often seriously flawed. Are ours also? Experience has taught us not
to rush to judgment, not least in this age of trial by media, or given that the well-established principle of justice, that one is
assumed innocent until proven guilty, is openly flouted. Today one is assumed guilty, until proven innocent. Telling the truth
is in low esteem, and deliberate falsification of evidence openly and publicly embraced. Digital deception reigns, and Al is
ready to serve it. Yet God’s eternal standards for transparency, truth and righteousness will prevail. Sirach reminds us that
the “Lord is the judge, and with him is no partiality...and does justice for the righteous and executes judgement’. So often we are partial
and we know how far we fall short of God’s immutable standards. There is probably something of the pharisee in each of us.
Our plea should be with the tax-collector, opening our heart and crying out, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner’. We would certainly
be guilty of sin if we thanked God that we were not like the Pharisee. Perhaps we are more like him than what we are prepared
to admit. We can easily define ourselves against others. What spectacles are we wearing? When did we have our last divine
eye test? We can be desperately blind and wrapped up in our own conceit. Who do we think beyond redemption? Are we
unclean needing cleansing? Do we serve ourselves or God? Do we think that we are indispensable? Cemeteries are full of
supposedly indispensable people, according to General De Gaulle. The call of Christ is to repentance and the way to life is
narrow. Only by humbling ourselves will we be exalted. Both Pharisee and tax-collector were religious. Both went up to the
Temple to pray, but one of them was praying to himself rather than to God. The one found peace with God, the other did not.
"The lowly one called’, as the psalmist says, ‘and the Lord heard him Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY

CONFIRMATION:  Congratulations to
‘ Lewis Arkell, Vincenzo Aronica, Jessica
Hammond, Charlie Harrison and Melissa

w Quartararo who were Confirmed by Bishop
James Curry in the Cathedral last Saturday.

MISS REGINA ZULU of Ware Road died recently. Her

Requiem will be on Wednesday 12 November at 10am.
May she rest in peace.

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY was last RUBIILETRU
Sunday and the
envelopes  will  be
collected today after
Mass. Please pray for missionaries and
give what you can to this vital
collection, bringing God’s compassion,
peace and justice to those in need. You can also give
online at missio.org.uk/wmsdonate or scan the QR
code.
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FIRST FRIDAY EVENING MASS in future will now
be offered for those who are sick and will be a healing
Mass with the opportunity to receive the laying of
hands. All are welcome to attend.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Miss Zulu, Alan Beer and for all those whose
anniversaries occur at this time including Guerino
Santaniello, Carlo Di Maria, Desmond O’Sullivan,
Ignazia Taglialavore, Wanda Marino, Vincenzo
Graffato, Francesca Di Maria, Giuseppe Cannatella,
Luigi Calvino, Rosalia Dilena and Onofrio Dileto. May
their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed through the
mercy of God rest in peace.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR OCTOBER:
Let us pray that believers in different
religious traditions might work together
to defend and promote peace, justice and
human fraternity.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next dates: 9th & 231 November.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am
Mass on 274 & 16th November. More helpers are needed
and training will be given. Please contact the presbytery

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
CANDLES: We now have special candles
from Walsingham which can be lit to be
placed on the plinth around the statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be
purchased from the office for £10. You can
book the candle for any intentions or for
someone who has passed, and their name or intention
will be placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the
newsletter.

PRAYER GROUP will continue on the first Thursday of
each month. Next date will be the 6t November at
7.30pm in the crypt.

ROSARY: As October is the October\
month of the Holy Rosary, there e oy it

will be a decade of the rosary RH"ly
recited before each Sunday Mass. osey

TAIZE: On Sunday 26t October, 7-
8pm, we will have Adoration with
Taize chants and the Rosary.

NOVEMBER LIST OF THE DECEASED: Lists for
you to write the names of your departed relatives and
friends are beside the newsletters in church. Please
return the lists to the presbytery, along with any Mass
offering. During November, the lists will be kept on
the altar and at least one Mass a day will be offered
for the Holy Souls. Therefore, few other Mass
intentions can be taken for November.

MASS FOR THE DECEASED OF THE PAST YEAR
Monday 31 November 7.00pm will be a special Mass
at which we remember and pray for the deceased of
the past 12 months. Written invitations have been
sent to the bereaved families of those whose funerals
have been celebrated here in the parish, but all are
welcome to attend.

NOVEMBER PRAYERS AT CEMETERY: Fr ]uhan
will lead the annual visit to the Ware
Road cemetery to pray the Rosary for
the deceased members of the parish
on Saturday 1t November at

11.30am. Please meet inside the main gate. Fr Julian
will attend Woollensbrook Cemetery on Saturday 8th
November at 11.30am. Please meet at the top car
park.

PARISH TRIP TO ST ALBANS
ABBEY will be on Friday 12t
December. The coach will leave
the church at 9am and leave St
Albans at 3pm. We will have
Mass at the Abbey at 12 noon.
The price of the coach is £14 per person. If you would
like to come, please complete the tear off slip in the
newsletter and return it to the presbytery asap.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the
following intentions:

Bill Anthony RIP Caroline Haran ints

Babies who die in the womb Onofrio Dileto RIP
Gino Leccacorvi RIP Luisa Leccacorvi RIP
Pauline Whelehan RIP Miss Zulu RIP
Antonino Cusumano RIP Vincenza Cusumano RIP

Private intention Maurice Cattini RIP

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN




TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 28th
October at 7.30pm for all who want to learn
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you
missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to
renew your faith.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The = "¢ =

next meeting will be on Monday 10t F
November from 7-8pm in the crypt. ,{

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be
on Sunday 24 November.

{2 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME
) 2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested
% in making their First Holy Communion in 2027,

please do contact the presbytery to register your
interest.

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on
Wednesday 12t November 7.15-8.15pm in the
church. The course must be completed before a
Baptism can be arranged. To enrol on the course,
please contact the presbytery.

JUSTICE & PEACE
CAFOD WORLD GIFTS are a fun carops

and meaningful way to give gifts WWEHRL D

and make a difference to some of the G [ = s
PR |

poorest communities around the

world. Catalogues are now available at the back of

church.

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5'S

ST CROSS SCHOOL - Reception Tours Dates: If your
child turns 5 between September 2026-August 2027 and
you would like to attend a tour of St Cross School, please
contact the office on (01992) 467309 to book one of the
following tour dates:-Tuesday 11t November, 9.30am
to 10.30am, Tuesday 18t November, 9.30am to 10.30am,
Tuesday 25t November, 1.30pm to 2.30pm or Tuesday
2nd December, 1.30pm to 2.30pm

ST AUGUSTINE'S SCHOOL will be open for school
tours for September 2026 Nursery and Reception
Admissions on the following dates and times:
Wednesday 12t November at 10.30am, Wednesday
19 November at 10.30am, Wednesday 34 December at
2.00pm and Wednesday 10 December at 2.00pm. You
must ring 01992 463549 or email the school office
admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk to book.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS

CHRISTMAS DONATIONS
CALAIS FOR DELTA HOTEL: Could you
donate a toiletry item to be
included as a Christmas gift for the adults at the Delta
Hotel. These could be deodorant, wrapped soap, hand
cream, body cream or shaving foam as these are things
which people would really appreciate as gifts. These
would be needed by the end of November and could be
taken to Jacqui at St Catherine and St Pauls Church in
Hoddesdon any weekday morning,.

GRIEE BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT: If
GROUP™ you've experienced a bereavement

and would like support, please contact the presbytery.
We are not a counselling service, but can always point
people in that direction, if it is necessary.

CHURCH CLEANING: Pat Kavanagh, Sue Alvey,
Mima Salvo and Val. Thank you for your help.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online
https:/ /rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs.

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone.
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer,
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who
continue to give regularly by standing
order, or by envelopes. For those whose
finances are more stable at present, please
consider your parish giving, to help the parish out.
Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO ST ALBANS ABBEY
ON FRIDAY 12™ DECEMBER £14

Name: oo

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file. After the Pilgrimage
day, your details will be securely destroyed. You can read the
full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy.
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 25" October St John Houghton
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament

10.00am Mass Giuseppe Cannatella RIP anniv

P ——————————.§y
4.00pm ltalian Mass™

6.30pm Mass For the Parish

Sun 26" October THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN O.T.
9.15am Mass Rosdlia Dilena RIP
11.15am Mass Onofrio Dileto RIP

7-8pm Adoration with Taize chants and Rosary
-

Mon 27 October

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Marie O’Brien’s ints

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 28t October SAINTS SIMON & JUDE
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Pietro Perzia RIP anniv

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 29t October Douai Martyrs

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9.15 Mass Costanza Teoli RIP & Gaetano Alfieri RIP
followed by coffee in the crypt

Page 155 Parish Mass Books
Page 1079 in Sunday Missals

1t Reading: Sirach 35: 15b-17, 20-22b
The prayer of the humble pierces the clouds.

Ps 34 — The lowly one called, and the Lord heard him.

2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18
There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness.

Gospel Accl. Allelvia, allelvia. God was in Christ
reconciling the world to himself, and entrusting to us
the message of reconciliation. Alleluvia.

Gospel: Luke 18: 9-14
The tax collector went down to his house justified,
rather than the Pharisee.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
ALL SAINTS
(YEAR C)

1t Reading: Revelation 7: 2-4, 9-14
2nd Reading: 1 John 3: 1-3
Gospel: Matthew 5: 1-12a

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thurs 30t October

7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8am Mass Bill Pollard RIP

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 315t October

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Vincent & Michael Byrne RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 1t November Blessed Virgin Mary on Sat
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10.00am Mass Holy Souls

P —
4.00pm ltalian Mass™

6.30pm Mass Stefano & Margherita Diesi RIP

Sun 2"d Nov ALL SAINTS
9.15am Mass Holy Souls

11.15am Mass For the Parish

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 — 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Tues 28th
Tues 28th

1pm Lunch club, crypt
2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt

Tues 28t 7.30pm Come and See, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be
posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI:
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




