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YEAR C TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 5TH OCT 2025
Gospel: Luke 17: 5-10
If you had faith.

Flight or fight? This is the question. We might wish to run away, only
to find that we take our problems with us, and greet them on our
return home. The first step to resolution is to name the problem, and
not to deny it or sweep it under the carpet as if it never existed. Nor
should we deny our feelings. The prophets were transparently honest
to God. In our first reading, Habakkuk even accuses God of not
helping him, not acting in a timely way, and of “idly looking at wrong’.
In his compassion, God reminds Habakkuk that in spite of all that was
happening around him, His divine purposes would prevail. All
would be accomplished according to the divine plan. As our entrance
antiphon says, ‘Within your will, O Lord, all things are established, and
there is none that can resist your will’. Habakkuk had received the vision
but it was for the future. ‘For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it
hastens to the end-it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it.” Patience is a
virtue, and in an age when we expect instant delivery, it is in very
short supply. Patience is closely related to faith. Neither depends on sight. Habakkuk was reminded that the righteous will
live by faith. But how much faith do we need? The question however is not the amount of faith, but the kind of faith. Faith is
not measured by its quantity but by its quality. The Apostles asked Jesus to increase their faith. In reply, Jesus told them that
effective faith need be only the size of a tiny mustard seed. They must have been dumbfounded. We tend to see ourselves in
inflationary terms, what we are, plus whatever extra makes us acceptable or functional. A kind of bartering or measuring
takes place, in which we measure ourselves not according to God’s gradations but others. We seek to buy God'’s favour,
instead of realising that he has bought us and nothing more can be added to the price of his love for us. Jesus however turns
us away from thinking of ourselves as value added commodities, inviting us to recognise our infinite value in Him, children
who have access to the treasury of faith and the secrets of the kingdom now. Faith doesn’t depend upon our length of years.
It is not true that the longer we live, the more faith we have. St Carlo Acutis, who died at fifteen, showed this in his relatively
short life. What he said about holiness, was true also of faith. "Holiness is not about addition, but subtraction’. Like the apostles,
we need a faith change. Downsizing faith accompanies the downsizing of ourselves. In today’s gospel, after challenging the
apostles’ faith, Jesus challenged their ideas of humble servanthood. Being a humble servant means that we will recognise the
gift of unmerited grace and will seek to nurture what we have received. St Paul in his epistle reminds that we should *fan into
flame’ the grace that we have been given, ‘for God gave us a spirit not of fear, but of power and love and self-control’. All this is very
comforting when the chips are down. Strength comes from unashamedly standing fast to the truth of Jesus Christ and
embracing His suffering for the sake of the gospel. Like Paul, we can overcome only in the ‘faith and love that are in Jesus Christ’.
We prevail because Christ first prevailed: ‘O wisest love, that flesh and blood, which did in Adam fail, should strive afresh against the
foe, should strive and should prevail’. St John Henry Newman, whose words these are, wrote also of the importance of following
our conscience, which he regarded as the echo of God’s voice within us. Our conscience has to be informed by the higher
conscience of God, because we know that our conscience needs correction through God’s loving mercy. Our collect asks God,
to ‘in the abundance of your kindness...pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not
dare to ask’. If there is a mess in our lives, why not ask God to sort it out? He asks for our willing cooperation and we will need
to come back to Him, like the Prodigal who returned. His hands are open, but we need to reach out and receive. Why reject
communion with the One who alone can help us? After all we are not masters but the servants. ‘So you also, when you have done
all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty’. Discouraged? Lacking in faith?
Our communion antiphon gives us the answer, ‘The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the soul that seeks him’.
Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY

CALOGERO CASTIGLIONE of New Road died
recently. His Requiem will be on Tuesday 14t October
at 2.30pm.

IGNAZIO MORREALE of Thurgood Road died
recently. His Requiem will be on Wednesday 15t
October at 11am. May they rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Ignacio Morreale and Calogero Castiglione
and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this time
including Richard Pyper, James Dignan, Anna
Gianfrancesco, Ronald Elliott, Richard Norman, Monica
Hunter, Bernadette Field, Margherita Diesi, Maria
Calvino and Francesco and Francesca Pizzo. May their
souls and the souls of al the faithful departed through the
mercy of God rest in peace.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR OCTOBER:
Let us pray that believers in different
religious traditions might work together
to defend and promote peace, justice and
human fraternity.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next dates: 12t October, 9% & 23t
November.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am
Mass on 19t October, 2n & 16t November. More
helpers are needed and training will be given. Please
contact the presbytery

PRAYER GROUP will continue on the first Thursday of
each month. Next date will be the 6 November at
7.30pm in the crypt.

ROSARY: As October o )
is the month of the OCtOb.'er,v R
Holy Rosary, there will ~The month ofithe, e
be a decade of the Holy

rosary recited before Rosary
each Sunday Mass.

EUCHARISTIC FESTIVAL: There will be a Eucharistic
Festival on Saturday 11 October at 12:30 with Cardinal
Vincent Nichols in Westminster Cathedral, with
Veneration of a Relic of the newly canonised St Carlo
Acutis. The afternoon will also include Mass celebrated
by the Cardinal, addresses by Bishop Nicholas Hudson
and Fr Alan Robinson, Adoration, Rosary, Confessions
and a Procession of the Blessed Sacrament.

TAIZE: On Sunday 26% October, 7-
8pm, we will have Adoration with
Taize chants and the Rosary.

PARISH RETREAT AT
WALSINGHAM will be from Tuesday 4t-Thursday 6t
November and we will stay at the Catholic Retreat
House. If you are interested, please complete the tear

off slip and drop off the accommodation price of £174.50
(B&B & evening meal) to the presbytery as soon as
possible to confirm your place. You can either pay by
cheque or BACS - please indicate this on the slip. Cost
of transport is being arranged.

‘INSTRUCTIONS FOR MY FUNERAL MASS’ leaflets
are available beside the newsletters at the back of
church, if you wish to complete one. Please hand the
completed copy into the presbytery.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS
PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
CAl® COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 7t
- October at 7.30pm for all who want to learn
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you
missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to
renew your faith.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: m
Application forms for the Confirmation E M E
programme for young people in Year 9 or ﬁ:\
above, or going into Year 9 in September are

now available to collect from the presbytery either by
email or in person. Entry to the Confirmation
programme depends on regular attendance at Mass. A
letter has now been emailed to parents regarding the
course. If you have not received the email, please
contact the presbytery. The first meeting will be on
Monday 13t October from 7-8pm in the crypt.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be
on Sunday 5t October.
{2 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME
‘ 2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested
“ in making their First Holy Communion in 2027,
please do contact the presbytery to register your
interest.
SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S
ST CROSS SCHOOL are looking
forward to welcoming dedicated
individuals who are committed to
their Catholic ethos and their friendly team of
enthusiastic Governors as Foundation Governors. If
you are passionate about Catholic education
and academic provision for our young people then we
encourage you to apply. Please contact: Mrs ] Walsh, our
Headteacher - Tel: 01992 467309 Email or have a word
with Father Julian after Mass!




ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 CLUB winner for
October is number 90, Mrs M McIntyre.
Congratulations!

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE

CAFOD: Family Fast Day Friday, 3 October. Please
donate to our Family Fast Day parish collection to share
God’s abundant gifts with our global neighbours as they
find lasting solutions to poverty and climate challenges.

Your generosity offers “ 51gns of hope

in this Jubilee Year,
gAMLY DAY helping build more
FASTP water tanks in
communities like Waré’s in Ethiopia
where women have to walk for hours to :
get water. Use the CAFOD envelope, donate online at
cafod.org.uk/envelope or call 0303 303 3030. You can
also text CAFOD to 70560 to donate £10 or scan the QR
code. The Fast-Day envelopes will be collected this

weekend.

@ FAIRTRADE: In this month of the Season for

e Care of Creation, we have Fairtrade

romucit  Fortnight, which takes place between

Monday, 22nd September - Sunday, 5th

October. Fairly traded goods donate 10% of their sales

towards Fairtrade's mission of systemic change in trade
and doing so in an equitable and transformative way!

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS

SUNDAY REFRESHMENTS: On Sunday 5% October,
refreshments of tea and cake instead of cooked food will
be served after the 9.15am Mass only.

EMMAUS WALK: Our next walk will be on
Saturday 25% October at 2pm. Details to
follow in due course.

gll'\‘llila!liﬁli'l‘ BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
GROUP GROUP: If you've experienced a
bereavement and would like support, please contact the
presbytery. We are not a counselling service, but can

always point people in that direction, if it is necessary.

CHURCH CLEANING: Pat Kavanagh, Sue Alvey,
Mima Salvo and Val. More cleaners are needed to join
the Wednesday and Thursday team. If you can help,
please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online
https:/ /rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs.

ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE in Much Hadham have

various job vacancies. Please visit
https:/ /careers.stelizabeths.org.uk/ for more info
FINANCE
FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR
2024 2024 are now available to view

FINANCIAL on the notice board at the back
RESULTS of the church, by the

newspapers. During 2024,
excluding exceptional items, we covered our daily
running costs and had an average surplus of £302 per
week. The exceptional items are donations for specific
purposes, legacies, third party and expenditure on

property improvements. Our total offertory has gone up
by 11.7% over the past 3 years. The average weekly
donation per person was £3.37. If you are in a position
to give more, it would make a real difference. If
everyone had gift-aided their donations, we would have
received an extra £13,500 this year. If you pay tax, please
sign up for Gift Aid, so that we can add 25% to
everything that you give - at no cost to yourself. You
will find gift aid forms by the newsletters.

NO CASH? You can make your offering here by
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone.
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer,
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who
continue to give regularly by standing
order, or by envelopes. For those whose
finances are more stable at present, please
consider your parish giving, to help the parish out.
Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370

PARISH RETREAT TO WALSINGHAM
ON 4TH/5TH/6TH NOVEMBER

Name: .o
Contact NO. oo
Email address.........ccooviiiiiiiiii

Next-of-kin name & contact number:

Paid £174.50 chq enclosed yes/no BACS yes/no
PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file. After the Pilgrimage
day, your details will be securely destroyed. You can read the
full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy.

CARDINAL NEWMAN ON
VOCATION

God has created me to do Him some
definite service. He has committed
some work to me which He has not
committed to another. I have my
mission. I may never know it in this life, but I shall be
told it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of
connection between persons. He has not created me
for naught. I shall do good; I shall do His work,
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 4" October St Francis of Assisi
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10.00am Mass Angelo Ciccarelli RIP anniv

4.00pm ltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass For the Parish

Sun 5t October TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY IN O.T.
9.15am Mass  Thanksgiving from Daniel Abebreseh
11.15am Mass Francesco & Francesca Pizzo RIP

Mon 6™ October St Bruno

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Ronald Elliott RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 7 October Our Lady of the Rosary
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Thanksgiving from Nsonwah Family
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 8th October

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9.15 Mass Franco Tona RIP followed by coffee in the crypt
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thurs 9th October SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

8am Mass Maria Calvino RIP

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 10t October St Paulinus of York

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Maureen O’Neill RIP anniv

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 11t October St John XXIII
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10.00am Mass Miss Zulu’s birthday intentions

4.00pm ltalian Mass™*
6.30pm Mass For the Parish

Sun 12t October TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN O.T
9.15am Mass Mick Low
11.15am Mass Knights of St Columba

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

Page 146 Parish Mass Books
Page 1069 in Sunday Missals

———————————————————— 1 *' Reading: Habakkuk 1: 2-3, 2:2-4

The righteous shall live by his faith.

Ps 95 — O that today you would listen to his voice!
Harden not your hearts.

2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14

- — [} Do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord.

Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. The word of the Lord
remains for ever and this word is the good news that
was preached to you. Allelvia.

Gospel: Luke 17: 5-10
If you had faith.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
TWENTY EIGHTH SUNDAY IN O.T.
(YEAR C)

1t Reading: 2 Kings 5: 14-17
2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 2: 8-13
Gospel: Luke 17: 11-19

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 — 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

. \Nestminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Regisfered

Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Tues 7th
Tues 7th

1pm Lunch club, crypt
2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt

Tues 7th
Wed 8th

7.30pm Come and See, crypt
6pm Brownies, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be
posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI:
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




