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YEAR C    THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    16TH NOVEMBER 2025 
Gospel: Luke 21: 5-19 

By your endurance you will gain your lives.  
The cost of discipleship is a theme encountered regularly in 
our readings recently. At the end of the Beatitudes Jesus 
reminded his disciples that standing up for righteousness 
would invite persecution. ‘Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven’.  This might mean standing up for the values of the 
kingdom of heaven, seeking to cultivate a virtuous life over 
a vicious one, or exercising justice and merciful love 
towards those made in the image and likeness of God, from 
womb to grave. Such signs of righteousness might be 
exemplified by those who would not necessarily recognise 
themselves as Christians, though we know that Jesus 
expects of his Church greater evidence of them. However, 
when we come to the last beatitude there is a change in the 
formulary. Jesus addresses it specifically to us, his 
disciples, using the second person ‘you: ‘Blessed are you 
when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account’. Being a follower of Jesus, was 
and is synonymous with opposition. In today’s gospel reading, Jesus reminds his disciples again of the inevitable persecution 
that comes when we put him first. ‘Hated by all’, some would be imprisoned, put to death, and even betrayed by their own 
families and friends. His early disciples, like many of his disciples throughout the centuries, would be brought before religious 
and civil authorities to stand trial (if we can call it that). This, he says, provides the golden opportunity to openly confess Him 
before the world authorities who had rejected and sent him to his death. If they persecute me, they will persecute you, he 
warned his disciples. So many of the early Christians died as a result of their faith, that the very word for witness (martys) 
become synonymous with Christian martyrdom. The blood of the martyrs was and is the seed of the Church, enabling the 
growth of the faith in the darkest crevices and least hospitable environments. In some contexts, acknowledging Christ still 
entails the death penalty. At the other extreme, persecution can be more underhand. In the West, though in principle religious 
freedom is upheld, in practice curtailments can exist. Employees can lose their jobs for standing up for traditional Christian 
values. This however is insignificant compared to the tangible violation of human rights and injustices in parts of the world 
where persecution mostly takes place. Eighty percent of such persecution takes place in Islamic countries, and here there has 
been a sixty-percent increase in incidents of violation against the human rights of Christians in recent years. Annually, at this 
time of the year, the Church remembers its children under persecution. This coming Wednesday is Red Wednesday, when 
many buildings will be illuminated in blood red to draw attention to Christian martyrdom across the world. Starting in 
Hungary in 2016, the initiative was taken up by the papal foundation, Aid to the Church in Need, and draws attention to the 
easily forgotten fact that one in seven of our brothers and sisters suffer some kind of persecution. That persecution may range 
from brutal torture and targeted violence to enslavement, abduction, social ostracism and discrimination. St Paul, in today’s 
epistle encourages Christians to work quietly for their living and witnessing to their faith through the sanctification of their 
labours. Yet even he could not have envisaged how difficult living like this would be for many of his fellow followers in the 
Way. Every year Red Wednesday falls before the feast of Christ the King, reminding us that Christ is King regardless of 
whatever the world thinks and of whatever opposition his followers may face. Speaking at last year’s mass at the Brompton 
Oratory, Monsignor Michael Nazir Ali said,’ The world hates the word of God, hates the ways of God, hates what Jesus has 
brought, hates the preaching of the gospel of love and reconciliation’. The world hates, but we are called to love. Love can be 
costly especially when it involves praying, identifying and helping our brothers and sisters in the faith.                                                                                                                                                                                         
Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 

FRANCES CONWAY of Stansted Road died recently. 
Her Requiem will be on Friday 21st November at 10am 
at Our Lady of Lourdes church, Arnos Grove. 
 
KEVIN MURPHY formerly of St David’s Drive died 
recently.  His Requiem will be on Wednesday 3rd 
December at 11.30am. 

 
MARIA BONDI of Barnfield Close died recently.  Her 
Requiem will be on Wednesday 10th December at 

11.30am.                                               May they rest in peace. 

 

FIRST FRIDAY EVENING MASS in future will now 
be offered for those who are sick and will be a healing 
Mass with the opportunity to receive the laying of 
hands.  All are welcome to attend.  
 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Maria Bondi, Kevin Murphy and Frances 
Conway and for all those whose anniversaries occur at 
this time including Mathilde Krajewski, Francesca 
Comparetto, Patricia Dunne, Carlo Gaudiano, Margaret 
Higgins, Assunta Porto, Onofrio Dileto, Marie Laydon, 
Benedetto Cicchirillo, Pietro Di Francesco, Bert Zwager 
and Antonio Sidoli. May their souls and the souls of al the 
faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR 
NOVEMBER: Let us pray that those 
who are struggling with suicidal 
thoughts might find the support, care 
and love they need in their community, 
and be open to the beauty of life. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates:  23rd November, 21st & 28th 
December. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 16th November, 7th & 14th December.  More 
helpers are needed and training will be given.  Please 
contact the presbytery 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 
CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the office for £10. You 
can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 
 

THE SICK & RETIRED PRIESTS’ FUND 
COLLECTION is this weekend. Most 
priests offer their resignation at 75, but 
many continue to serve in our schools, 
hospitals, hospices and parishes. Last year, 

the Diocese of Westminster provided care to 73 retired 
priests, at a cost of £1,270,000. Caring for our brother 
priests in their senior years, or at a time of illness, is a 

fundamental part of the mission of our diocese.  By 
supporting the Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund, you can 

help cover essential costs and give them 
peace of mind that in the event of an 
emergency, their needs will be met. The 
envelopes are beside the newsletters in 
the porch and will be collected after 

Mass. You can make a one-off donation or you can set 
up a regular donation and become a Patron by 
completing section 4 on the envelope form. You can also 
donate online at www.rcdow.org.uk/donations - the 
envelopes and posters feature a ‘QR Code’ that you can 
scan with a phone camera to give online.  Please 
continue to pray for the wellbeing of all of our clergy: 
active, retired and ill. Thank you. 
 

RED WEDNESDAY 

HOLY MASS will be held 
on 19th November in 
support of 

persecuted Christians at St George’s 
Cathedral, Southwark at 6pm. All are 
welcome but please book at 
acnuk.org/redwednesday or scan the QR 
code. 
 
PILGRIMS OF HOPE MASS will be held on Saturday 

22nd November at 2pm at Westminster Cathedral. This 
is a celebration for all who have completed the 
Westminster Way walking primage and any other form 
of pilgrimage during the Holy Year. Refreshments will 
be available in Cathedral Hall after the Mass.  

ADORATION WITH TAIZE and 
devotion for the Holy Souls will be 
held on the 23rd November at 7pm. 

NOVEMBER LIST OF THE DECEASED: Lists for 
you to write the names of your departed relatives and 
friends are beside the newsletters in church. Please 
return the lists to the presbytery, along with any Mass 
offering.  During November, the lists will be kept on 
the altar and at least one Mass a day will be offered 
for the Holy Souls.  Therefore, few other Mass 
intentions can be taken for November.  

 

PARISH TRIP TO ST ALBANS 
ABBEY will be on Friday 12th 

December.  The coach will leave 
the church at 9am and leave St 
Albans at 3pm.  We will have Mass 

at the Abbey at 12 noon. The price of the coach is £14 
per person.  If you would like to come, please 
complete the tear off slip in the newsletter and return 
it to the presbytery asap to confirm your place. 
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

Miss Zulu RIP 
 



PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 18th 

November at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to 
renew your faith. 
 
CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The 
next meeting will be on Monday 24th 

November from 7-8pm in the crypt.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 16th November. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 

2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested 
in making their First Holy Communion in 2027, 
please do contact the presbytery to register your 

interest.  The register is now available to sign for those 
who have registered for the programme. 
 

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S 
ST CROSS SCHOOL – Reception Tours 
Dates: If your child turns 5 between 
September 2026-August 2027 and you would 
like to attend a tour of St Cross School, please 

contact the office on (01992) 467309 to book one of the 
following tour dates: Tuesday 18th November, 9.30am 
to 10.30am, Tuesday 25th November, 1.30pm to 2.30pm 

or Tuesday 2nd December, 1.30pm to 2.30pm 
 

ST AUGUSTINE'S SCHOOL will be open 
for school tours for September 2026 Nursery 
and Reception Admissions on the following 
dates and times: Wednesday 19th November at 10.30am, 
Wednesday 3rd December at 2.00pm and Wednesday 
10th December at 2.00pm. You must ring 01992 463549 or 
email the school office admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk 
to book. 
 

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 CLUB winner for 
November is number 80, Dr Gerry Hayes.  
Congratulations! 
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
EMMAUS WALK will be held on the 29th 

November at 2pm.  Details to follow in due 
course. 
 

WARE CHORAL SOCIETY will be performing Pour 
Noel, Christmas music on Saturday 6th Dec at 7.30pm, 
at The Drill Hall, Ware.  Tickets are £20 from Theresa 
Casbard 07742022223 or Anne byrne 467097. 
 

BROXBOURNE COMMUNITY CHOIR proudly 
present The Magic of Christmas on Sat 6th Dec at 3pm at 
Christ Church, Ware SG12 7BS. Adults £10. Tickets from 
Gabby Hanley 07875221543. 
 

THE BROXBOURNE CATENIANS are holding their 
Christmas Gala on Monday 8th Dec at Brickendon 
Grange Golf Club, 6pm start. 2 course carvery meal with 
wine, live music, bar, raffle. £45 per head. Contact 
stevebritto@yahoo.com 
 
MISSIO MISSION TODAY calendars for 2026 are 
available to take from the back of the church.  
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Estrella Clucas, Tina Pegna, Pat 
Callanan and Maria Goodwin. Thank you for your help.  
More cleaners are needed for the Wednesday and 
Thursday teams. If you can help, please contact the 
presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by 
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone. 
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, 
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who 
continue to give regularly by standing 
order, or by envelopes. For those whose 
finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO ST ALBANS ABBEY 
ON FRIDAY 12TH DECEMBER £14 

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no.: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address………………………………….. 
 
Paid £14 Chq enclosed yes/no      BACS yes/no 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 

……………………………………………….….. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage day, your 

details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the  

full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 

mailto:admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk
mailto:stevebritto@yahoo.com
https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/wp-content/uploads/sites/150/2020/07/HODDE20-GA-SO-form.pdf


 

Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 15th November St Albert the Great  
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Holy Souls 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish  
 

Sun 16th Nov THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass    Holy Souls 
11.15am Mass Antonio Sidoli RIP 

Page 164 Parish Mass Books  
Page 1091 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Malachi 4: 1-2a 
For you the sun of righteousness shall rise. 
 

Ps 98 — The Lord comes to judge the peoples with 
fairness.  
 

2nd Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3: 7-12 
If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Straighten up and raise 
your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  Luke 21: 5-19 
By your endurance you will gain your lives. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE 

UNIVERSE 
(YEAR C) 

 

1st Reading: 2 Samuel 5: 1-3 
2nd Reading: Colossians 1: 12-20 
Gospel: Luke 23: 35-43 

Mon 17th November St Elizabeth of Hungary  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Holy Souls 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 18th November The Dedication of Basilicas of Sts 
Peter & Paul 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Holy Souls  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 19th November  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Holy Souls followed by coffee in the crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 20th November St Edmund the Martyr 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Holy Souls  
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 21st November The Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Holy Souls 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday 22nd November St Cecilia 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Holy Souls 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Sr Leonard Azzopardi  
 

Sun 23rd Nov OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE 
UNIVERSE 
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Holy Souls 
7pm Adoration with Taize  

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 18th                1pm Lunch club, crypt  
Tues 18th                2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt  

Tues 18th                    7.30pm Come and See, crypt 
Wed 19th                     6pm Brownies, crypt  

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be 
posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: 
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta 
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


