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YEAR C CHRIST THE UNIVERSAL KING 23RD NOVEMBER 2025
Gospel: Luke 23: 35-43
Lord, remember me when you come into your klngdom

If God is sovereign then the worship of God and the rights of
God over the whole of His creation is monarchical. God can
have no rivals. In the history of the chosen people however
we find that in the practice of establishing godly rule, God
shares his rights to govern with human beings. In Genesis the
dominion over creation is given to Adam and Eve. In Exodus
we see that leadership falls to Moses and the elders of Israel.
In Judges we find that it is the judges. As long as God is
recognised as sovereign and his rights acknowledged, the
bible is not prescriptive about the best form of delegated
government. When eventually Israel sought to have a king, o ‘ /
the prophet Samuel warned against it, on the basis that an earthly monarch could fall into tyranny and the people into idolatry
by idolising an individual who could easily usurp the rights that belong to God alone. Doubtless the same could be said of
any form of government which elevates itself against the interest of God. In every kingdom, some kings ruled according to
God’s laws and upheld the covenant between God and his people, while others did not. As monarchy depends upon the
personality of the monarch, it was crucially important that restraints were in place to check any tendency towards tyranny,
which could never reflect the principles of divine monarchy. St Thomas Aquinas, who thought about these issues more than
most, believed that monarchy was the best ideal to bring about godly rule, unity and the common good. Since God is monarch,
and since order in God’s creation is monarchical, monarchy recommended itself. Monarchy best held at bay the excesses of
partisan interests in the body politic. Yet in order to prevent any descent into tyranny and injustice, Aquinas envisaged a set
of aristocratic and democratic checks and balances, as we see in a constitutional monarchy. Had his ideals informed
monarchical government before the First World War, more monarchies might have survived its aftermath. Confronted with
rise of secularist and atheist agendas, which would in time spawn the fascist and communist dictatorships of the 1930s, in
1925 Pope Pius XI called the universal Church to acknowledge Christ as Universal King. Earthly thrones may have collapsed,
but the Monarch of monarchs was still holding sway and all government and rights belonged to him. To him every person
and society was accountable. Only through Christ, could divine principles of order, peace and harmony be established. His
kingdom was from above. It could not be manufactured by man. Christ is Universal king in virtue of his two natures. Through
his incarnation and through his human nature he alone has the right to be sovereign over humanity. As the Word from
eternity, he alone has eternal rights of sovereignty over the whole of the cosmos, over time and space. As all things were
created through him and for him, he has universal rights over all that is created. Through his saving death, he is the redeemer
of all mankind, the lamb who takes away the sins of the world. Through the blood of the cross he has also reconciled all things
to himself and achieved lasting peace. All nations and races find their meaning and resolution through and in him. There can
be no united nations without him. What St Paul proclaims in our epistle today is not culturally determined but universally
relevant for everyplace and age. ‘For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions, or rulers or authorities, all things were created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold
together’. Dare we not give him his absolute rights, rights which are usurped by the absolutism of selfish individualism,
feigned liberalism and poisonous relativism? St Paul continues, ‘And he is the head of the body, the Church’. Head of the Church,
only One can claim to be. ‘He is the beginning, the first born from the dead, that in everything he might be pre-eminent’. He inaugurates
the new world, the new Jerusalem, and the renewal of all things. His claims over us are universal, yet he stoops to make us
kings in his image. Why do we find it so difficult to give him his rights? Perhaps we have been conditioned to seeing the
monarch as reigning but not ruling. Dare we recognise his absolute monarchy? If we do we will find no abuse of power but
only total freedom. Yet we can expect a civil war for supremacy, and the battle lines are drawn every day of our lives.
Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY

KEVIN MURPHY formerly of St David’s Drive died
recently. His Requiem will be on Wednesday 3t
December at 11.30am.

MARIA BONDI of Barnfield Close died recently. Her
Requiem will be on Wednesday 10t December at
11.30am.

VALERIE WOOD of St Margaret’s Road died recently.
Her Requiem will be on Monday 2274 December at 1pm.
May they rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Valerie Wood, Maria Bondi and Kevin
Murphy and for all those whose anniversaries occur at
this time including Owen Parsons, Pietro DiLeto, Maisie
& Maddy Morrissey, Richard Dundon, Catherine
Mancey, Mett Curtis, Giuseppe Maniscalco, Vincenza
Cusumano, Eileen Smith, Desmond Castle, Calogero
Tagliarini, John Donovan, Antonio Fiondella, Rosemary
Guest, Anne Fagan, Marty Rooney and Filomena Sorce.
May their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace.

ADVENT

SILENT NIGHT: On Wednesday 17t December, after
morning coffee at 10.30am, we will show a beautiful film
in the crypt about Silent Night (2012)

PARISH CAROL SERVICE will be held on Sunday
21st December at 6pm with adult and children choirs.

RECONCILIATION BEFORE CHRISTMAS: Our
Parish Penitential Services will be on Monday 22nd
December at 11.00am and 7.30pm.

CHRISTMAS MASSES: There will be a children’s
Nativity Mass at 5.30pm on Christmas Eve and children
can dress as a shepherd or angel. There will also be Mass
at Midnight on Christmas Eve. On Christmas Day,
Mass will be at 9.15am and 11.15am.

REPOSITORY now has Advent calendars, Christmas
cards and Christmas decorations for sale. Please do pop
in to take a look.

PRAYER GROUP will be meeting on Thursday 4t
December at 7.30pm in the crypt and will continue to
meet on the first Thursday of each month.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am
Mass on 7th & 14h December. More helpers are needed
and training will be given. Please contact the presbytery

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
CANDLES: We now have special candles
from Walsingham which can be lit to be
placed on the plinth around the statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You
can book the candle for any intentions or for someone
who has passed, and their name or intention will be
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the

newsletter.

ADORATION WITH TAIZE and
devotion for the Holy Souls will be
held on Sunday 23" November at
7pm.

NOVEMBER LIST OF THE DECEASED: Lists for
you to write the names of your departed relatives and
friends are beside the newsletters in church. Please
return the lists to the presbytery, along with any Mass
offering. During November, the lists will be kept on
the altar and at least one Mass a day will be offered
for the Holy Souls. Therefore, few other Mass
intentions can be taken for November.

PARISH TRIP TO ST ALBANS ABBEY will be on
Friday 12th December. The coach will leave the
church at 9am and leave St Albans at 3pm. We will
have Mass at the Abbey at 12 noon.
Please note there will be no
Exposition or 12 noon Mass on
Friday 12th, but Mass will be at
7pm with Exposition at 6pm.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

POPE’S INTENTION FOR
NOVEMBER: Let us pray that those
who are struggling with suicidal
thoughts might find the support, care
and love they need in their community,
and be open to the beauty of life.

MEN’S BREAKFAST: Saturday 29th Nov, 8:30 in
Crypt, short talk at 9:00, Mass at 10:00. An opportunity
for men to share and get together. Do join us at any time,
when and if you can.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next dates: 234 November, 21st & 28th
December.

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the
following intentions:
Miss Zulu RIP
Bert & Mollie Zwager RIP & Families

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.




CATECHETICS
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 25t
November at 7.30pm for all who want to learn
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you
missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to
renew your faith.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The ™[ *
next meeting will be on Monday 24t /’i
November from 7-8pm in the crypt.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be
on Sunday 30% November.

‘f' 2 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME
) 2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested
% in making their First Holy Communion in 2027,

please do contact the presbytery to register your
interest. The register is now available to sign for those
who have registered for the programme.

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE
CAFOD WORLD GIFTS are a fun and CAF-“D
meaningful way to give gifts and makea W/ LD
difference to some of the poorest
communities around the world. Catalogues are now
available at the back of the church.

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5'S

ST CROSS SCHOOL - Reception Tours

Dates: If your child turns 5 between

September 2026-August 2027 and you would

like to attend a tour of St Cross School, please
contact the office on (01992) 467309 to book one of the
following tour dates: Tuesday 25 November, 1.30pm
to 2.30pm or Tuesday 2"¢ December, 1.30pm to 2.30pm

ST AUGUSTINE'S SCHOOL will be open
for school tours for September 2026 Nursery
and Reception Admissions on the following

dates and times: Wednesday 3¢ December at 2.00pm
and Wednesday 10t December at 2.00pm. You must
ring 01992 463549 or email the school office
admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk to book.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS gsfM AUS
EMMAUS WALK will be held on the 29t
November at 2pm. Meet at All Saints AI_K
Church, Old Nazeing EN9 2DB.

CAROL SINGERS NEEDED for the Hoddesdon Loves
Christmas event on Sun 30th Nov. BIG Carol Sing on
stage with the help of Enfield Brass Band from 2 -
2.45pm by the Clock Tower.

CARE 4 VOLUNTEERS are
CALAIS needed to help pack
Christmas gifts for the

Delta Hotel on Monday morning, 15 December, from
10.00am until midday in the Hunt Room opposite St
Catherine and St Pauls Church. We would be grateful
for as many people as possible to help with this. There
will be toys to pack for the children, toiletries to pack for
the adults and 150 Christmas cards in which to hand-

write a greeting. Plenty to do! The gifts will be given out
at the hotel on Wednesday evening, 17t December.

WARE CHORAL SOCIETY will be performing Pour
Noel, Christmas music on Saturday 6t Dec at 7.30pm,
at The Drill Hall, Ware. Tickets are £20 from Theresa
Casbard 07742022223 or Anne byrne 467097.

BROXBOURNE COMMUNITY CHOIR proudly
present The Magic of Christmas on Sat 6t Dec at 3pm at
Christ Church, Ware SG12 7BS. Adults £10. Tickets from
Gabby Hanley 07875221543.

FESTIVE REFRESHMENTS will be served in the crypt
after the 9.15am and 11.15am Masses on the 7th
December.

THE BROXBOURNE CATENIANS are holding their
Christmas Gala on Monday 8th Dec at Brickendon
Grange Golf Club, 6pm start. 2 course carvery meal with
wine, live music, bar, raffle. £45 per head. Contact
stevebritto@yahoo.com

MARRIAGE  CARE: Join marriage
Marriage Care for a Growing .cure

Together Marriage Enrichment

Day. The workshop style event, for couples at any stage
of marriage whose relationship is stable or in a good
place, is on Saturday 17th January, from 10 am to 5 pm
in Finchley. The day offers a meaningful opportunity to
strengthen and deepen your bond alongside developing
some practical tools. The cost is £75 per couple, but
please speak to us if this is more than you can afford to
pay. For more details or to book, contact Marriage Care
on 0800 389 3801 (Monday-Thursday, 9 am-6 pm) or
email: appointments@marriagecare.org.uk

CHURCH CLEANING: Pat Kavanagh, Sue Alvey,
Mima Salvo and Val. Thank you for your help. More
cleaners are needed for the Wednesday and Thursday
teams. If you can help, please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online
https:/ /rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs.

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone.
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer,
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who
continue to give regularly by standing
order, or by envelopes. For those whose
finances are more stable at present, please
consider your parish giving, to help the parish out.
Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 22" November St Cecilia
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10.00am Mass Holy Souls

P ——————————.§y
4.00pm ltalian Mass™

6.30pm Mass Sr Leonard Azzopardi

Sun 239 Nov OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE
UNIVERSE

9.15am Mass  For the Parish

11.15am Mass Holy Souls

7pm Adoration with Taize
————————— |

Mon 24t November St Andrew Ding-Lac
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Holy Souls

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 25" November St Catherine of Alexandria
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Holy Souls

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 26* November St John Berchmans
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Page 167 Parish Mass Books
Page 1095 in Sunday Missals

1t Reading: 2 Samuel 5: 1-3
They anointed David king over Israel.

Ps 122 — Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

2nd Reading: Colossians 1: 12-20
He has transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.

Gospel Accl. Alleluia, allelvia. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming
kingdom of our father David!. Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 23: 35-43
Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
(YEAR C)

1+t Reading: Isaiah 2: 1-5
2nd Reading: Romans 13: 11-14a
Gospel: Matthew 24: 37-44

9.15am Mass Holy Souls followed by coffee in the crypt
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thurs 27*h November

7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8am Mass Holy Souls

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 28" November St Catherine Laboure

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Holy Souls

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 29" November
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10.00am Mass Holy Souls

P —
4.00pm ltalian Mass™

6.30pm Mass For the Parish

Sun 30" November FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9.15am Mass Pasquale Ricotta RIP
11.15am Mass Holy Souls

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 — 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Mon 24th 7pm Confirmation, crypt
Tues 25t 1pm Lunch club, crypt
Tues 25t 2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt

Tues 25th
Wed 26th

7.30pm Come and See, crypt
6pm Brownies, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be
posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI:
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




