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YEAR C FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 30TH NOVEMBER 2025
Gospel: Matthew 24: 37-44
Stay awake so that you may be ready.

Today marks a new church year. The three-
year liturgical cycle moves back to A from C.
It’s a bit like putting the clock back, in order to
move forward. We are retreating in order to
advance. Advent stands always on the cusp of

what is to come. The bible readings cast a “

glance to the past to shed greater light on the '
future. The kingdom has been inaugurated .
and proclaimed, but it is to come in all its glory
with the return of the king. The day of the
Lord approaches. The thrones for judgement,
as the psalmist says, are already in place. Yet
still there is time to repent. We give thanks that
we do not have to wait for a new liturgical
year, or for that matter, a new calendar year,
to make new resolutions. Every day presents
us with new opportunities to make a fresh start, to turn back to God, and give him the ground of our lives. Today is the day
of salvation, with all its” possibilities and opportunities, the clarion call of the gospel until the Lord returns. In this season of
coming towards (which is what Advent means) we turn our eyes and thoughts towards the eventual return of the Lord. Our
readings therefore summon us to make, in readiness, our final preparations. This greater focus of Advent (the future return
of the Lord at the end of time as we know it) tends to get subsumed in Advent’s lesser focus, the celebration of Jesus’ birth,
his past coming among us. We could not celebrate the one without the other. At any time, it is wonderful to enter into the
joyful expectation and anticipation of a mother expecting the birth of her child. But this is not any child, nor is this any mother.
We will accompany Mary, chaperoned by Joseph, as she carries her precious cargo to birth. We will deepen our faith by
entering into the contemplation and gestation of the prophetic words foretelling Jesus” forthcoming. The Advent antiphons
will attune our heart and mind. Focusing upon the Christ who comes, and holding Advent as a time of reflective and
thoughtful preparation will help us not to be side-tracked by the unsatisfied hunger of unbridled consumerism. The lights
shining in the dark and the simple gratuity of unaffected gift will shame our humanity blinded by greed, hatred and despair.
If we allow ourselves stillness to listen and observe, we will hear and see the promise of a new world order where poverty,
hunger, displacement, war and persecution are no more. We are back in the purple season, as we are invited into a mini lent
of downsizing and to take stock of ourselves. The return of the King is imminent. He will return, not this time as a babe in
arms, but as eternal judge, judge of the living and the dead, as we proclaim in the creed. For those who have not denied him,
he guarantees salvation. For those who turned their backs on him, the consequences are too awful to contemplate. Yet there
is still time to repent. The works of darkness are to be cast off. St Paul reminds the Roman Christians that “the hour has come...
to wake from sleep... salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed....So let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the
armour of light...put on the Lord Jesus Christ’. In the gospel, Jesus himself reminds us that he will return like a thief at the night.
He tells us we know not the time nor the hour of his return... therefore you must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour
you do not expect’. Beyond the winding road to Bethlehem, a landscape unfolds towards Jerusalem, where, as we are told in
today’s readings, ‘the mountain of the Lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains....and all the nation shall flow to it’.
Through the heavenly Jerusalem, the Lord will reign as the supreme teacher of truth, the supreme judge of right and the
supreme peacemaker of war. The kingdoms of the world will become the kingdom of God, as the nation states surrender to
the empire of the Son. Fr Julian

For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.

Mt 24:42
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PRAYER & LITURGY

WE CONGRATULATE Brian & Nadia Iroegbu who
will be making their First Holy Communion at the
11.15am Mass on Sunday.

FIRST FRIDAY EVENING MASS will now be offered
for those who are sick and will be a healing Mass with
the opportunity to receive the laying of hands. All are
welcome to attend.

KEVIN MURPHY formerly of St David’s Drive died
recently. His Requiem will be on Wednesday 3t
December at 11.30am.

MARIA BONDI of Barnfield Close died recently. Her
Requiem will be on Wednesday 10 December at
11.30am.

VALERIE WOOD of St Margaret’s Road died recently.
Her Requiem will be Monday 224 December at 1pm.
May they rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Kathleen Geoghegan, Valerie Wood, Maria
Bondi and Kevin Murphy and for all those whose
anniversaries occur at this time including Keith Collins,
Antonio Cannatella, Vincenzina D’Ambrosio, Janet
Denton, Antonio Terranova, Rosario Lo Monaco,
Catherine Salmon, Marina Scrivener, Pamela Taylor,
Gaetano Di Stefano, Elena Mazza, Francesco Di Stefano,
Roger Cookson, Lucia Schillaci, Gerarda Lanza, Majorie
Gaynor, Mary Brent, Constantina Infantino, Pasquale
Ricotta and Kathleen Pewter. May their souls and the souls
of al the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in
peace.

ADVENT

ADVENT WALK WITH ME booklets are now available
to buy from the back of church for £1.50. Please place
your money in the newspaper box in the wall.

SILENT NIGHT: On Wednesday 17% December, after
morning coffee at 10.30am, we will show a beautiful film
in the crypt about Silent Night (2012)

PARISH CAROL SERVICE will be held on Sunday
21st December at 6pm with adult and children choirs.

RECONCILIATION BEFORE CHRISTMAS: Our
Parish Penitential Services will be on Monday 22nd
December at 11.00am and 7.30pm.

CHRISTMAS MASSES: There will be a children’s
Nativity Mass at 5.30pm on Christmas Eve and children
can dress as a shepherd or angel. There will also be Mass
at Midnight on Christmas Eve. On Christmas Day,
Mass will be at 9.15am and 11.15am.

REPOSITORY now has Advent calendars, Christmas
cards and Christmas decorations for sale. Please do pop
in to take a look.

POPE’'S INTENTION FOR DECEMBER:
Let us pray that Christians living in areas
of war or conflict, especially in the Middle
East, might be seeds of peace,
reconciliation and hope.

PRAYER GROUP will be meeting [ L
on Thursday 4% December at [Reaus '

730pm in the crypt and will
continue to meet on the first Thursday of each month.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next dates: 215t & 28th December.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am
Mass on 7th & 14t December. More helpers are needed
and training will be given. Please contact the presbytery

ALTAR SERVERS TRAINING will take place on

Saturday 13%* December at s N0 |
11.15am for all servers and & 1‘““
‘ ';‘ ALTAR SERVER

anyone who is in year 3 and above
who would like to become a
server. You must be attending Mass on a regular basis
to qualify. If you are interested, please contact the
presbytery.

‘ OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
& \61 CANDLES: We now have special candles

™ from Walsingham which can be lit to be
placed on the plinth around the statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be
/ purchased from the presbytery for £10. You
can book the candle for any intentions or for someone
who has passed, and their name or intention will be
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the
newsletter.

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the
following intentions:
Caroline Haran’'s intentions
Difato Family intentions

PARISH TRIP TO ST ALBANS ABBEY will be on
Friday 12t December and the coach is now full. The
coach will leave the church at 9am and leave St
Albans at 3pm. We will have Mass
at the Abbey at 12 noon. There will
be no Exposition or 12 noon Mass
on Friday 12th, but Mass will be at
7pm with Exposition at 6pm.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-




285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 2nd
December at 7.30pm for all who want to learn
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you
missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to
renew your faith.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The ™[ *
next meeting will be on Monday 8t December /;i
from 7-8pm in the crypt.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be
on Sunday 7t December.

‘:” ) FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME

) 2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested
in making their First Holy Communion in 2027,

please do contact the presbytery to register your
interest. The register is now available to sign for those
who have registered for the programme.

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S
@ ST CROSS SCHOOL - Reception Tours

Dates: If your child turns 5 between

September 2026-August 2027 and you would

like to attend a tour of St Cross School, please
contact the office on (01992) 467309 to book one of the
following tour date: Tuesday 2" December, 1.30pm to
2.30pm

ST AUGUSTINE'S SCHOOL will be open
for school tours for September 2026 Nursery
and Reception Admissions on the following

dates and times: Wednesday 3 December at 2.00pm
and Wednesday 10t December at 2.00pm. You must
ring 01992 463549 or email the school office
admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk to book.

FOUNDATION GOVERNORS NEEDED
AT ST MARY’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL.: St
Mary’s Catholic School, our local Catholic
secondary school for the Lea Valley
deanery, is seeking practising Catholics to serve as
Foundation Governors. This voluntary role offers an
opportunity to contribute to the strategic leadership of
the school and to support the Headteacher and staff in
ensuring that the Catholic life and mission of the school
remain central to all that we do.
Training and support are provided, and governors come
from a variety of backgrounds —no prior experience in
education is required, only a commitment to our faith
and to the future of Catholic education.
If you would like to know more or express an interest,
please contact Deirdre McHugh Head teacher at
d.mchugh@stmarys.net or 01279 654 901 ext 232.

SCHOOL CAROL SERVICES: St Cross
will be holding their Carol Service on
Monday 15 December at 6pm in church.
¥ St Augustine’s School will be holding

“UE their Carol Service on Wednesday 17t
December at 6pm in church. There will therefore be no

evening Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on those
evenings.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS
SICK & RETIRED PRIESTS collection came to £692.11.
Thank you to everyone who donated.

CAROL SINGERS NEEDED for the Hoddesdon Loves
Christmas event on Sun 30th Nov. BIG Carol Sing on
stage with the help of Enfield Brass Band from 2 -
2.45pm by the Clock Tower.

WARE CHORAL SOCIETY will be performing Pour
Noel, Christmas music on Saturday 6t Dec at 7.30pm,
at The Drill Hall, Ware. Tickets are £20 from Theresa
Casbard 07742022223 or Anne byrne 467097.

BROXBOURNE COMMUNITY CHOIR proudly
present The Magic of Christmas on Sat 6t Dec at 3pm at
Christ Church, Ware SG12 7BS. Adults £10. Tickets from
Gabby Hanley 07875221543.

- FESTIVE REFRESHMENTS will
. be served in the crypt after the
9.15am and 11.15am Masses on the
7th December.

THE BROXBOURNE CATENIANS are holding their
Christmas Gala on Monday 8th Dec at Brickendon
Grange Golf Club, 6pm start. 2 course carvery meal with
wine, live music, bar, raffle. £45 per head. Contact
stevebritto@yahoo.com

CHURCH CLEANING: Michele & Pelle De Luca,
Sophie Lenguito & Alex Thomson. Thank you for your
help. More cleaners are needed for the Wednesday and
Thursday teams. If you can help, please contact the
presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online
https:/ /rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs.

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone.
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer,
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who
continue to give regularly by standing
order, or by envelopes. For those whose
finances are more stable at present, please
consider your parish giving, to help the parish out.
Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 29" November
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10.00am Mass Holy Souls

P ——————————.§y
4.00pm ltalian Mass™

6.30pm Mass For the Parish

Sun 30" November FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9.15am Mass  Pasquale Ricotta RIP

11.15am Mass Holy Souls
e YYYYYY}Y}Y}Y}Y}Y}Y}Y}Y}Y}Y}Y}Y}Y

Mon 15t December St Edmund Campion
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Pius Ogbodu

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 2" December

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Bernadette Field RIP & Paul Field RIP
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 39 December St Francis Xavier

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass John Boulter RIP followed by coffee in the

crypt

Page 82 Parish Mass Books
Page 29 in Sunday Missals

1t Reading: Isaiah 2: 1-5
The Lord gathers all nations together into the eternal
peace of the Kingdom of God.

Ps 122 — Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

2nd Reading: Romans 13: 11-14a
Salvation is nearer to us now.

Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Show us, O Lord, your
mercy, and grant us your salvation! Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 24: 37-44
Stay awake so that you may be ready.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
(YEAR C)

1t Reading: Isaiah 11: 1-10
2nd Reading: Romans 15: 4-9
Gospel: Matthew 3: 1-12

11.30am Requiem Kevin Murphy RIP
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thurs 4t December St John Damascene
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8am Mass Vicky Forni RIP 15t anniv

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 5" December

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Thomas & Lena Byrne RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

7pm Mass Francesco Di Stefano

Saturday 6" December St Nicholas
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10.00am Mass Antonio Cannatella RIP

4.00pm Italian Mass™
6.30pm Mass For the Parish

Sun 7 December SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9.15am Mass Theresa Delaney’s ints
11.15am Mass Margherita & Nicola Barone RIP

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 = 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Tues 2nd
Tues 2nd

1pm Lunch club, crypt
2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt

Tues 2nd 7.30pm Come and See, crypt
Wed 3 6pm Brownies, crypt
Thurs 4th 7.30pm Prayer group, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be
posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI:
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




