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YEAR C       DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA        9TH NOVEMBER 2025 
Gospel: John 2: 13-22 

He was speaking about the temple of his body. 
‘You are not here to verify, Instruct yourself, or inform curiosity Or carry report. You are here to kneel 
Where prayer has been valid’. TS Eliot’s words from Little Gidding remind us that holy places 
are places above all of encounter with the living God. Today’s gospel is the cleansing of the 
Temple. Jesus is righteously angry at those who had encroached upon sacred space by 
turning the Temple into a market. In St Mark’s gospel, Jesus says ‘my house shall be a house of 
prayer for all nations, but you have made it into a den of robbers’.  When Jesus is challenged after 
this event, he reminded his opponents that his own body was greater than any physical 
temple or place of worship. ‘Destroy this Temple and in three days I will raise it up’. He was 
referring not only to his eventual resurrection body but the mystical body of his Church 
wherein the holy Spirit would dwell. This means that he was laying a greater claim to be the 
place of encounter with God than any physical building, but it does not mean, as it sometimes 
is interpreted, as if Jesus had no concern for sacred space. Evidently, he did or he wouldn’t 
have cleansed the Temple. Throughout the centuries, the Church has consecrated or set apart 
places, objects and people for holy not profane purposes. This idea of consecration is at the 
heart of the sacraments, which sustain and fashion the life of the people of God. When we 
meet together to worship and pray, the space we hold is holy, and it is suitable that there 
should be designated places for doing so. In the early Church they couldn’t have public 
places for worship-they had to meet in private homes- yet they still differentiated between 
what was permissible in those spaces and what was not. The dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica which we celebrate today marked the triumphal entry of the Church into the public 
place, after the years of persecution and ostracism. This presented its own problems, but the basilica would never have been 
built if our forebears had compromised their beliefs and betrayed the faith. The pressures to conform to the false standards of 
the world present themselves ever more easily today. The Church that seeks to marry the spirit of the present age will be a 
widow in the next. Like our early forebears in the faith we need to reject all that draws us from the worship of the living God 
towards the worship of man or false religion. It is easy for our sacred space to be encroached upon. This is as true of the 
spiritual space of our churches as of our bodies. St Paul in his epistle today reminds us that we are not only ‘God’s building’, 
but ‘God’s temple’ wherein the Spirit dwells.  Yet this spiritual building is not complete in its construction. We are a work in 
progress. Like St Paul, all the apostles would say that they are the master builders who laid the foundation of Christ. He warns 
the Corinthian Christians that they have invited onto their building site rogue builders who are building without reference to 
the underlying foundations, thus compromising the spiritual health of the Corinthian Christians, corporately in their identity 
as a Church and personally in their personal allegiance to Christ. As we ourselves participate in the construction of our lives 
we need discernment and wisdom to align ourselves with what secures our salvation and stability. We should always cultivate 
the closest relationship with Christ by acknowledging his presence, following his commands, and loving our neighbour as 
ourselves. We should not open our doors to ideas or influences which would hazard our spiritual edifice. We are in a spiritual 
battle and there are many assailants who would seek to take us over. Last Sunday we were reminded of the kingdom values-
the beatitudes- which are the very cement of what makes a just and godly society and world. Today on this Remembrance 
Sunday, when we recall the sacrifice of many precious lives in war, its offence and often futility, we hear louder than ever the 
call to become peacemakers. Blessed are the peacemakers. Peace-making takes place in the reality of war. Wars occur due to 
our fallen nature. The conflicts of the world are the outworking of the wars of our human heart. Christ has shed his blood to 
reconcile those at enmity to himself and to bring peace to the civil wars within our midst. He has given to us-His Church- the 
ministry of reconciliation. Yet there can be no peace-making or reconciliation with untruth. Against that we are in a mortal 
battle to death for very life’s sake.                                                                                                                                                 Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will 
take place from 5-6pm on Monday, due to the 
Confirmation meeting. 
 

MISS REGINA ZULU of Ware Road died recently. Her 
Requiem will be on Wednesday 12th November at 10am. 
There will therefore be no 9.15am Mass that day.                
 
FRANCES CONWAY of Stansted Road died recently. 
Her Requiem will be on Friday 21st November at 10am 
at Our Lady of Lourdes church, Arnos Grove. 
 
KEVIN MURPHY formerly of St David’s Drive died 
recently.  His Requiem will be on Wednesday 3rd 
December at 11.30am. 
                                                              May they rest in peace. 

 

FIRST FRIDAY EVENING MASS in future will now 
be offered for those who are sick and will be a healing 
Mass with the opportunity to receive the laying of 
hands.  All are welcome to attend.  
 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Kevin Murphy, Regina Zulu, Frances Conway 
and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this time 
including Antonino Cuffaro, Luigia Ereddia, Peter 
Dredge, Benedetto Provenzano, Anne Perkins, Vera 
Brown, Vincenzo Imbrogino, Peter Fitch, Maud Divers, 
Cono Miragliotta, Carmela Santaniello and Vincent 
Byrne. May their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR 

NOVEMBER: Let us pray that those 
who are struggling with suicidal 
thoughts might find the support, care 
and love they need in their community, 
and be open to the beauty of life. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates:  9th & 23rd November. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 16th November, 7th & 14th December.  More 
helpers are needed and training will be given.  Please 
contact the presbytery 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 
CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the office for £10. You 
can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 
 
THE SICK & RETIRED PRIESTS’ FUND 

COLLECTION is next weekend. Most priests offer 
their resignation at 75, but many continue to serve in our 
schools, hospitals, hospices and parishes. Last year, the 
Diocese of Westminster provided care to 73 retired 

priests, at a cost of £1,270,000. Caring for our brother 
priests in their senior years, or at a time of illness, is a 
fundamental part of the mission of our diocese.  By 
supporting the Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund, you can 
help cover essential costs and give them peace of mind 
that in the event of an emergency, their needs will be 
met. The envelopes will be attached to the newsletter 
next weekend and will also be collected next weekend. 
You can make a one-off donation or you can set up a 
regular donation and become a Patron by completing 
section 4 on the envelope form. You can also donate 

online at www.rcdow.org.uk/donations 
- the envelopes and posters feature a 
‘QR Code’ that you can scan with a 
phone camera to give online.  Please 
continue to pray for the wellbeing of all 

of our clergy: active, retired and ill. Thank you. 

ADORATION WITH TAIZE and 
devotion for the Holy Souls will be 
held on the 23rd November at 7pm. 

NOVEMBER LIST OF THE DECEASED: Lists for 
you to write the names of your departed relatives and 
friends are beside the newsletters in church. Please 
return the lists to the presbytery, along with any Mass 
offering.  During November, the lists will be kept on 
the altar and at least one Mass a day will be offered 
for the Holy Souls.  Therefore, few other Mass 
intentions can be taken for November.  

 

PARISH TRIP TO ST ALBANS 
ABBEY will be on Friday 12th 

December.  The coach will leave 
the church at 9am and leave St 
Albans at 3pm.  We will have Mass 

at the Abbey at 12 noon. The price of the coach is £14 
per person.  If you would like to come, please 
complete the tear off slip in the newsletter and return 
it to the presbytery asap.  
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

Alison Hale’s ints              Anthonia Agbonile & Family 
Miss Zulu RIP 

 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 



CATECHETICS 

COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 11th 

November at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to 
renew your faith. 
 
CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The 
next meeting will be on Monday 10th 

November from 7-8pm in the crypt.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 16th November. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 
2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested 
in making their First Holy Communion in 2027, 
please do contact the presbytery to register your 

interest.  The register will begin this weekend. 
 

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on 
Wednesday 12th November 7.15-8.15pm in the 
church.  The course must be completed before a 
Baptism can be arranged. To enrol on the course, 
please contact the presbytery.  
 

JUSTICE & PEACE 
COP30 IN BRAZIL - The United 
Nations climate talks, COP30, are 
approaching - World leaders will meet 

in Belem, Brazil, from 10-21 November, 2025 and this 
conference is a particularly critical one for the 
world!  The impacts of climate change are being felt 
across the globe, but they are hitting the poorest 
countries hardest, where communities have the fewest 
coping mechanisms.  There are a couple of things you 
can do as an individual: Write to the 
Energy Secretary, Ed Milliband, to call 
for action - see cafod.org.uk/cop30 and 
join in with a Global Day of Action on 

Saturday 15 November, when events 
will take place around the UK and the world to call for 
urgent action at COP30: see cafod.org.uk/dayofaction 
or scan the QR code.  
 

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S 
ST CROSS SCHOOL – Reception Tours 

Dates: If your child turns 5 between 
September 2026-August 2027 and you would 
like to attend a tour of St Cross School, please 

contact the office on (01992) 467309 to book one of the 
following tour dates:-Tuesday 11th November, 9.30am 
to 10.30am, Tuesday 18th November, 9.30am to 10.30am, 

Tuesday 25th November, 1.30pm to 2.30pm or Tuesday 
2nd December, 1.30pm to 2.30pm 
 

ST AUGUSTINE'S SCHOOL will be open 
for school tours for September 2026 
Nursery and Reception Admissions on the 
following dates and times: Wednesday 

12th November at 10.30am, Wednesday 19th November 
at 10.30am, Wednesday 3rd December at 2.00pm and 
Wednesday 10th December at 2.00pm. You must ring 
01992 463549 or email the school office 
admin@staugustines.herts.sch.uk to book. 

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 CLUB winner for 
November is number 80, Dr Gerry Hayes.  
Congratulations! 
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 

EMMAUS WALK will be held on the 29th 

November at 2pm.  Details to follow in due 
course. 
 

MISSIO: The total collected was £654.75.  Thank you to 
everyone who donated. 
 

WARE CHORAL SOCIETY will be performing Pour 
Noel, Christmas music with a french flavour on 
Saturday 6th December at 7.30pm, at The Drill Hall, 
Ware.  Tickets are £20 from Theresa Casbard 
07742022223 or Anne byrne 467097. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Toni Iamarino and Penny 
Benge. Thank you for your help.  More cleaners are 

needed for the Wednesday and Thursday teams. If you 
can help, please contact the presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by 
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone. 
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, 
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who 
continue to give regularly by standing 
order, or by envelopes. For those whose 
finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO ST ALBANS ABBEY 
ON FRIDAY 12TH DECEMBER £14 

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no.: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address………………………………….. 
 
Paid £14 Chq enclosed yes/no      BACS yes/no 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 

……………………………………………….….. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 
day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the  

full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 8th November Saints of Wales 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Holy Souls 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish  
 

Sun 9th Nov DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA 
9.15am Mass    Vincent Byrne RIP 
11.15am Requiem Mass Remembrance Sunday. 

Page 202 Parish Mass Books  
Page 1197 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Ezekiel 47: 1-2, 8-9, 12 
I saw water flowing from the Temple, and all to whom 
this water came were saved.  
 

Ps 46 — The waters of a river give joy to God’s city, 
the holy place, the abode of the Most High.  
 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:9c-11,16-17 
You are God’s temple. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. I have chosen and 
consecrated this house, says the Lord, that my name 
may be there for ever. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  John 2: 13-22 
He was speaking about the temple of his body. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN O.T. 

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Malachi 4: 1-2a 
2nd Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3: 7-12 
Gospel: Luke 21: 5-19 

Mon 10th November St Leo the Great 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Holy Souls 
5-6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 11th November St Martin of Tours 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Holy Souls  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 12th November St Josaphat 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Requiem Regina Zulu RIP followed by coffee in the 
crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 13th November  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Holy Souls  
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 14th November  
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Holy Souls 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday 15th November St Albert the Great  
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Holy Souls 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 16th Nov THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass   Holy Souls 
11.15am Mass Antonio Sidoli RIP 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Mon 10th                7pm Confirmation, crypt 
Tues 11th                1pm Lunch club, crypt  
Tues 11th                2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt  

Tues 11th                    7.30pm Come and See, crypt 
Wed 12th                     6pm Brownies, crypt 
Wed 12th                     7.30pm Baptism course  

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be 
posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: 
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta 
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


