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YEAR A            THIRD SUNDAY (GAUDETE) OF ADVENT      14TH DECEMBER 2025 
Gospel: Matthew 11: 2-11 

Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another? 
Joy is a bit like water. We harbour it and hold it deep within, and on 
occasions it surfaces. Under the ground, lie water courses not visible 
to the naked eye. Occasionally due to pressure, water bursts forth into 
springs, fountains or geysers. Similarly, the joy within us sometimes 
arises and its presence is palpable. Discovering hidden water in 
places of aridity satisfies thirsty people. We take water for granted in 
the wetter climes, although even here we have to face the prospect of 
drought given the current vagaries in the climate.  Like water in 
parched ground, our spiritual life can dry up. Each one of us has 
within, a deep well needing to be filled with the refreshing water of 
God’s spirit, bringing life to our whole being and to those around us. 
We sometimes fill this well with other things that can never satisfy 
our inner need. Clogged up, little room is left for the free flow of the 
Spirit. Deep excavation work is required if the life-giving properties of the Spirit are to well up within us. Christ does the 
excavation and the refilling. He wants to release in us a spring of living water from which we will never thirst, and which 
wells up to eternal life.  As Christians we are summoned to a Spirit- filled life, whose characteristic mark is joy. Joy comes 
from being moulded in relationship with Christ, and worshipping Him for who He is. This season of Advent is a season of 
increasing joy, which is why today is Gaudete Sunday, otherwise known as Joy Sunday. The approach of the Saviour’s birth 
and our waiting expectantly for his return elicit great joy in the hearts of those who love Him. Our entrance antiphon today 
tells us to ‘rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near’. No limit can be placed on Christian joy. 
Experience leads us to desire more. In the first reading from Isaiah, written some six hundred years before Jesus’ birth, the 
prophet talks of the joy attendant on the Messiah’s approach. The lame leap like deer, while the mute sing for joy. Everlasting 
joy rests upon the heads of those ransomed by God out of slavery and brought safely to Zion. ‘They shall obtain gladness and 
joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away’. Such joy gives strength to the weak, for as holy scripture says, the joy of the Lord is 
your strength. Joy finds its fulfilment in trust, in trusting Jesus’ words and the Father’s loving purposes for us. Throughout 
the centuries the prophets looked forward to the total realisation of that joy, none more so than John the Baptist, who prepared 
the way for the coming of Christ. His voice longed to hear the Voice of God. ‘The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and 
listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and is now complete. He must become greater and 
I must become less’. As the Messiah’s best man, he rejoiced at the appearance of Jesus and the start of his messianic ministry. 
Like all best men he knew that he had no claims on the bride. After the betrothal his work was done. He existed merely to 
support the bridegroom. John acknowledged the bride did not belong to him but to the bridegroom. Nor did the kingdom 
belong to him. Jesus in today’s gospel tells us that ‘the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he’. If John’s joy 
was great at the prospect of the coming king how much more should we rejoice, we who through baptism have gained access 
to the kingdom, least though we may be within it. As great as John’s joy was, it could not match the joy of those who know 
Christ, who have been set free through his saving death and resurrection, and been filled with his Holy Spirit. John was not a 
witness to the signs and miracles of Jesus. He was imprisoned shortly after Jesus started his ministry, and so from prison he 
seeks confirmation of what he hears about Jesus. Jesus tells his disciples to declare to John what they have heard and seen. 
Hear and see. Are we like John needing confirmation? Can we testify what have we heard of Jesus and seen with our own 
eyes? Do we testify that he is the One? In the sacrament of our baptism our ears and our lips are prayed over, so that we will 
hear with our ears and proclaim with our lips the mighty works of God. Advent is a fitting time to ponder those mighty 
works. May we re-engage with Christ, remind ourselves of all that he has done, is doing and will do for the sake of his bride, 
and above to rejoice in the consummation of all things in his coming kingdom. Gaudete! Rejoice in the Lord always, and again 
I say rejoice!                                                                                                                                                                                        Fr Julian 

mailto:hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon
mailto:hoddesdonSG3@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:italianmissionsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk


PRAYER & LITURGY 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will 
not take place in the evening on Monday 15th and 

Wednesday 17th December due to the school Carol 
Services.  
 

MASS on Saturday 27th December will be at 8am 
instead of 10am.  There will be no morning Mass on 
Monday 29th December, but instead Mass will be at 
8pm.  
 

GIUSEPPE RUSSO of Crossfield Road died recently. 
His Requiem will be on Saturday 20th December at 
11.30am.                                               
 
VALERIE WOOD of St Margaret’s Road died recently. 
Her Requiem will be Monday 22nd December at 1pm. 

                                                              May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Giuseppe Russo, Concetta Lanza and Valerie 
Wood and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this 
time including Adelina Ciraolo, Georgina Nottle, 
Norman Waite, Giuseppe Leto, Angela Smith, Calogero 
Tagliarini, Bridget Gorry, Maureen Harris, Edward 
McManus, Vinceno Silenti, Albert Warden, Angela 
Smith, Vicky Forni and Albert Willmer. May their souls 
and the souls of al the faithful departed through the mercy of 
God rest in peace.  
 

ADVENT 
 

ADVENT WALKS WITH ME booklets are available to 
buy from the back of church for £1.50. Please place your 
money in the newspaper box in the wall. 
 
CRIB APPEAL: Our Crib offerings are donated to the 
Catholic Children’s Society.  The Society provides a 
range of services to help disadvantaged children and 
families including mental health support, early years 
education and emergency grants for families in crisis. 
You can donate at the Crib or via the website at 
www.cathchild.org.uk/crib. 
 

SILENT NIGHT: On Wednesday 17th December, after 
morning coffee at 10.30am, we will show a beautiful film 
in the crypt about Silent Night (2012) 
 

PARISH CAROL SERVICE will be 
held on Sunday 21st December at 

6pm with adult and children choirs. 
Refreshments will be served in the 
crypt afterwards.  
 

RECONCILIATION BEFORE CHRISTMAS: Our 
Parish Penitential Services will be on Monday 22nd 

December at 11.00am and 7.00pm.  
 

CHRISTMAS MASSES: There will be a children’s 
Nativity Mass at 5.30pm on Christmas Eve and children 
can dress as a shepherd, angel, king or stable animal. 
There will also be Mass at Midnight on Christmas Eve. 
On Christmas Day, Mass will be at 9.15am and 11.15am.  
 

REPOSITORY has Christmas cards and Christmas 

decorations for sale. Please do pop in to take a look.  

VIGIL EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT will take place from 10.30-

11.30pm on New Year’s Eve and Mass will 
follow at 11.30pm. There will also be the 
9.15am Mass as usual. 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR DECEMBER: 
Let us pray that Christians living in areas 
of war or conflict, especially in the Middle 
East, might be seeds of peace, 
reconciliation and hope. 

 
PRAYER GROUP will not be 
meeting in January. Details of the 
next date to meet will follow in due 

course.  
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 21st & 28th December. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 14th December.  More helpers are needed and 
training will be given.  Please contact the presbytery 
 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 
 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

Prudence, Sylvia, Luisa & Vitalia’s intentions 
Herman Mathew, Hamza Kangeve, Elizabeth, Isaac & 

Jem’s intentions 
Mary Wall’s intentions 

 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 16th 

December at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to 
renew your faith. 



 
YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 
2026: The next meeting will be the Advent 
Penitential Service on Monday 15th December 
at 7.30pm in church. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 14th December at 5pm in church. 

 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 
2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested 
in making their First Holy Communion in 2027, 
please do contact the presbytery to register your 

interest.  The register is now available to sign for those 
who have registered for the programme. 
 
BAPTISM COURSE: The next 
course will be held on Wednesday 

21st January at 7.15pm in the 
church. The course must be 
completed before a Baptism can be arranged. To enrol 
on the course, please contact the presbytery. 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE 
 

CAFOD’s Jubilee Icon is arriving in the 
Diocese of Westminster. Over the 
weeks leading up to Christmas, the Icon 
will be travelling around the Diocese, 
visiting “Places of Hope” (Schools, 

Parishes, Chaplaincies, a Prison, St Alban’s Cathedral 
and our own Westminster Cathedral).  This Advent, 
may the Icon’s visit remind us of God’s presence in each 
other, enlivening our own calling to be tangible signs of 
hope to those who need it this Christmas. To find out 
more about the Icon’s visit, please see here: 
https://rcdow.org.uk/jubilee-2025/jubilee-icon-tour/.  
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL are distributing 
over 10,000 Vinnie Packs containing cold 
weather essentials to the homeless this 
winter. Please could you consider 
sponsoring packs at a suggested 
donation of £4.10 per pack? Donations can be sent to 
Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, London SW1P 9EZ with 
cheques made out to SVP or by bank transfer to Nat 
West sort code 60-60-04, account no. 4608 8237. Thank 
you so much for your support. 
 
SPUC WHITE FLOWER APPEAL: The Society for the 
Protection of Unborn Children will be holding its annual 
appeal on the 17th/18th January 2026. 
 

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S 
 

FOUNDATION GOVERNORS NEEDED 
AT ST MARY’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL: St 
Mary’s Catholic School, our local Catholic 
secondary school for the Lea Valley 
deanery, is seeking practising Catholics to serve as 
Foundation Governors. This voluntary role offers an 
opportunity to contribute to the strategic leadership of 
the school and to support the Headteacher and staff in 
ensuring that the Catholic life and mission of the school 
remain central to all that we do. 
Training and support are provided, and governors come 

from a variety of backgrounds—no prior experience in 
education is required, only a commitment to our faith 
and to the future of Catholic education. 
If you would like to know more or express an interest, 
please contact Deirdre McHugh Head teacher at 
d.mchugh@stmarys.net  or 01279 654 901 ext 232. 

SCHOOL CAROL SERVICES:  St Cross 
will be holding their Carol Service on 
Monday 15th December at 6pm in church. 
St Augustine’s School will be holding their 

Carol Service on Wednesday 17th December at 6pm in 
church.   

MASS with both schools will be on Friday 19th 

December at 9.15am. All are welcome to attend. 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
PARISH MAGAZINE in full colour is 
now available to buy.  It’s our biggest 
edition yet at 64 pages! You can buy it after 
all Masses this weekend, or from the 
presbytery during the week.  The price is 
£5 to cover the cost of printing.  

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS: Please do not leave Christmas 
cards for parishioners at the back of church.  We have 
found from past years that they are not collected. Thank 
you. 
  
CHURCH CLEANING: Estrella Clucas, Tina Pegna, Pat 
Callanan and Maria Goodwin. Thank you for your help.  
More cleaners are needed for the Wednesday and 

Thursday teams. If you can help, please contact the 
presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by 
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone. 
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, 
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who 
continue to give regularly by standing 
order, or by envelopes. For those whose 
finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 13th December St Lucy 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass St Lucia 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Caroline Delaney’s ints 
 

Sun 14th December THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
9.15am Mass    For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Angela Smith RIP& Vicky Forni RIP 

Page 88 Parish Mass Books  
Page 38 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Isaiah 35: 1-6a, 10 
God himself will come and save you. 
 

Ps 146 — Come, Lord, and save us. 
 

2nd Reading: James 5: 7-10 
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 
hand. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me; he has sent me to proclaim the good news 
to the poor. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  Matthew 11: 2-11 
Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another? 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 7: 10-14 
2nd Reading: Romans 1: 1-7 
Gospel: Matthew 1: 18-24 

Mon 15th December  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Joy Ighade’s ints 
NO 6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
6pm St Cross School Carol Service 
 

Tues 16th December  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Justin Ighade’s ints 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 17th December  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Denis Whelehan RIP followed by coffee in the 
crypt  
NO 6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
6pm St Augustine’s School Carol Service  
 

Thurs 18th December  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Mary Agnes Hayden RIP 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 19th December  
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
9.15am Mass with both schools 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction                           
12 noon Mass Christopher Whelehan RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Saturday 20th December  
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Giuseppe & Onofria Maniscalco RIP 
11.30am Requiem Giuseppe Russo RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Francesco DiStefano RIP 
 

Sun 21st December FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
9.15am Mass   Luciano Dilena RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish       6pm Parish Carol Service  

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 
Mon 15th                7.30pm Confirmation, crypt 
Tues 16th               1pm Lunch club, crypt  
Tues 16th               2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt  

Tues 16th                  7.30pm Come and See, crypt 
Wed 17th                  6pm Brownies, crypt  
 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted 
through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti 
i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari 
devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


