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YEAR A                    FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT               21ST DECEMBER 2025 
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24 

Jesus was born of Mary, who was betrothed to Joseph, son of David. 
‘Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel’. We will hear these words (prophesied six hundred years 
before the birth of Christ), three times in today’s mass. Emmanuel means 
God is with us. God is with us all times. He is the eternally present, as 
Moses was told, ‘I am who I am’. This being so, what does the birth of Jesus 
add to God’s presence. Has his presence changed? It is not that God has 
changed in the Incarnation but that we have changed. God is with us in a 
new way. God has taken to himself human nature in the person of his Son, 
so that we can really say that, though God is never absent, he has made 
his presence known to us in the most perfect way possible, as one of us. 
God has entered into the very depths of creation itself, and into the mess 
and extremities of our human experience. Through a woman, through the 
child-bearing of Mary, God chose to reveal his Son, his very nature to the 
world. Some say that God could have chosen other means, but what better 
way could there be of revealing his divine nature to humans than through a human birth. Man has to be born of woman, and 
given God’s covenantal and prophetic promises to Israel, that woman had to be Jewish and a virgin. Mary’s role in the story 
of redemption was predestined from eternity. She is the daughter of Zion, who fulfils the hopes of the chosen people and the 
new Eve in Christ, the mother of all those who come to life in her Son. We might say that Joseph’s role was also predetermined. 
We see very little of St Joseph’s life in the gospel, but the role he plays is crucial in the outworking of salvation. He provided 
protection and comfort for the birth of God’s Son. The Jewish period of betrothal was much more binding than our 
engagement. This is why if its terms were broken, divorce often followed, even though the couples were not yet married. 
Doubtless he contemplated this course of action, which would have led to Mary’s public shaming. Yet because he was a just 
man, we are told that he decided against this course of action, and was ‘unwilling to put her to shame’. Consequently, he resolved 
to send her away quietly.  It was after this decision that he learns of the true identity of her child in an angelic dream and that 
he should have no qualms about taking Mary as his wife. Joseph’s receptivity suggests that he was a man of unnatural faith, 
prepared to stake his reputation on his own convictions and at great risk to himself. His obedience to the promptings of 
heaven reinforces the idea that he was indeed a righteous man, who followed what the angel of the Lord told him by taking 
Mary as his wife. The startling angelic message had not only reassured him. It induced in him the necessity of obedience. 
There is an ongoing debate about how much free will we have, whether we are really free. Joseph’s story shows that while he 
was free to reject what was told him, the grace of God working in his life predisposed him not to resist what Heaven had 
predestined. While Joseph’s dream was uniquely for him, his response does invite us to consider how willingly we follow 
heaven’s commands. Jesus’ words convict. Do this in remembrance of me….. If you love me you will do what I command. We often 
forget that Jesus commissioned his disciples not only to baptise the nations but to teach them all that he had commanded. Is 
it because we cannot see God, that his commands carry little weight? Much of the Christian imperative is the outworking of 
love in our lives. That is not always easy to negotiate, but drawing from Joseph’s experience, we know that God always 
provides grace sufficient to the task in hand. While Joseph’s calling was unique, we are all invited to offer sustenance and 
protection to Christ, as we welcome him into our hearts, homes and workplaces, and see him nurtured in our lives and the 
lives of others. We who look to St Joseph as a father in the faith are all called to be a St Joseph to others, nurturing the body of 
Christ in the world. As we look to the beloved Mother also, we are called to help bring new members of the Church to birth, 
while allowing our Saviour to grow to maturity in our lives and hearts. The open stable at Bethlehem invites us to reckon 
with who we are and to come to our senses. The only feasible response is to kneel in adoration and to wonder that in such 
simplicity, poverty and vulnerability, resplendent majesty and eternity have been made manifest. Emmanuel, God is with us.                                                                                                                                                                                   
Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 
MASS on Saturday 27th December will be at 8am 
instead of 10am so there will be no morning Exposition. 
There will be no morning Mass on Monday 29th 

December, but instead Mass will be at 8pm.  
 

VALERIE WOOD of St Margaret’s Road died recently. 
Her Requiem will be Monday 22nd December at 1pm. 
 
CONCETTA LANZA of Highland Road died recently.  
Her Requiem will be on Wednesday 31st December at 
11.30am. 
                                                              May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Giuseppe Russo, Concetta Lanza and Valerie 
Wood and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this 
time including Livio Fattore, Theodora Van Hage, Lena 
Byrne, Stefano Diesi, Bill Rainsford, Paul Grixti, Jean 
Walsh, Sante Toro, Mary Ryan, Kay Gaffney, Christine 
Davies, Arnaldo Moruzzi, Francesco Distefano and 
Luciano Dilena. May their souls and the souls of al the 
faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

ADVENT 
 

CRIB APPEAL: Our Crib offerings are donated to the 
Catholic Children’s Society.  The Society provides a 
range of services to help disadvantaged children and 
families including mental health support, early years 
education and emergency grants for families in crisis. 
You can donate at the Crib or via the website at 
www.cathchild.org.uk/crib. 
 

PARISH CAROL SERVICE will be 
held on Sunday 21st December at 

6pm with adult and children choirs. 
Refreshments will be served in the 
crypt afterwards.  
 

RECONCILIATION BEFORE CHRISTMAS: Our 
Parish Penitential Services will be on Monday 22nd 

December at 11.00am and 7.00pm.  
 

CHRISTMAS MASSES: There will be a children’s 
Nativity Mass at 5.30pm on Christmas Eve and children 
can dress as a shepherd, angel, king or stable animal. 
There will also be Mass at Midnight on Christmas Eve. 
On Christmas Day, Mass will be at 9.15am and 11.15am.  
 

REPOSITORY has Christmas cards and Christmas 

decorations for sale. Please do pop in to take a look.  

 
VIGIL EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT will take place from 10.30-

11.30pm on New Year’s Eve and Mass will 
follow at 11.30pm. There will also be the 
9.15am Mass as usual. 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR DECEMBER: 
Let us pray that Christians living in areas 
of war or conflict, especially in the Middle 
East, might be seeds of peace, 
reconciliation and hope. 

 
PRAYER GROUP will not be 
meeting in January. Details of the 
next date to meet will follow in due 

course.  
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 21st & 28th December. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be resume again at the 
9.15am Mass on 4th January 2026. More helpers are 
needed and training will be given.  Please contact the 
presbytery 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 
CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 
 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

 
Angela Chalice’s ints 

Jimmy & Rosalind Needham RIP 
Denis Whelehan RIP 

 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 

COME AND SEE will resume again on 
Tuesday 6th January at 7.30pm in the crypt 

and is for all who want to learn more about 
becoming a Catholic, or if you missed one of the 
Sacraments or if you simply want to renew your faith. 
 
YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 

2026: The next meeting will be on Monday 12th 

January at 7pm in the crypt. An email has now 
been sent to all parents with the 2026 dates.  If you have 
not received the email, please contact the presbytery. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 4th January at 5pm in the crypt. 



 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 
2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested 
in making their First Holy Communion in 2027, 
please do contact the presbytery to register your 

interest.  The register is now available to sign for those 
who have registered for the programme. 
 
BAPTISM COURSE: The next 
course will be held on Wednesday 

21st January at 7.15pm in the 
church. The course must be 
completed before a Baptism can be arranged. To enrol 
on the course, please contact the presbytery. 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE 
 

CAFOD’s Jubilee Icon is arriving in the 
Diocese of Westminster. Over the 
weeks leading up to Christmas, the Icon 
will be travelling around the Diocese, 
visiting “Places of Hope” (Schools, 

Parishes, Chaplaincies, a Prison, St Alban’s Cathedral 
and our own Westminster Cathedral).  This Advent, 
may the Icon’s visit remind us of God’s presence in each 
other, enlivening our own calling to be tangible signs of 
hope to those who need it this Christmas. To find out 
more about the Icon’s visit, please see here: 
https://rcdow.org.uk/jubilee-2025/jubilee-icon-tour/.  
 
SPUC WHITE FLOWER APPEAL: The Society for the 
Protection of Unborn Children will be holding its annual 
appeal on the 17th/18th January 2026. 
 

SCHOOLS 

ST MARY’S SCHOOL: As we approach the 
season of Christmas, the year 12 Radio Maria 
England Youth (RMEY) team at St Mary’s 
Catholic School would like to share their Advent 
‘Growing in Grace’ programme with you - ‘JOY!’. The 
programme will air on Sunday 21st December at 

8pm. The RMEY team reflect on what joy means and 
how we experience joy in our faith journey with God. 
The programme also features an interview with our 
special guest, John Pridmore, the renowned speaker and 
author of ‘From Gangland to Promised Land’. You can 
access the programme on DAB+ radio and on the Radio 
Maria England app, or simply by typing 
https://radiomariaengland.uk/ into your browser.  
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
PARISH MAGAZINE in full colour is 
now available to buy.  It’s our biggest 
edition yet at 64 pages! You can buy it after 
all Masses this weekend, or from the 
presbytery during the week.  The price is 
£5 to cover the cost of printing.  

 

LUNCH CLUB will not meet on the 23rd December and 
will resume again on the 6th January 2026.  
 

WESTMINSTER YEAR BOOKS 2026 are now 
available to buy for £5.50 from the back of church. Please 
place your money in the newspaper box. 
WARM SPACES CHRISTMAS RAFFLE: Thank you to 
everyone who bought tickets.  The winners are: 1st Enza 

Aversano, 2nd Eileen Whyton, 3rd Puring Patmore, 4th 
Rose Distefano & 5th Maria Hunt.  Congratulations! The 
total raised was £193.00.  
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS: Please do not leave Christmas 
cards for parishioners at the back of church.  We have 
found from past years that they are not collected. Thank 
you. 
  
CHURCH CLEANING: Pat Kavanagh, Sue Alvey, 
Mima Salvo and Val. Thank you for your help.  More 
cleaners are needed for the Wednesday and Thursday 
teams. If you can help, please contact the presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your 
offering here by scanning the QR Code 
with your smartphone. Alternatively, 
there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are 
a Tax Payer, please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
 

THANK YOU from the 
presbytery to everyone for your 
very kind cards, gifts and good 

wishes.  They are very much 
appreciated.  

Fr Julian, Fr Mathews  
and Dawn. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 20th December  
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10.00am Mass Giuseppe & Onofria Maniscalco RIP 
11.30am Requiem Giuseppe Russo RIP 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Francesco Distefano RIP 
 

Sun 21st December FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
9.15am Mass    Luciano Dilena RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish          6pm Parish Carol Service 

Page 90 Parish Mass Books  
Page 42 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Isaiah 7: 10-14 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive. 
 

Ps 24 — Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory. 
 

2nd Reading: Romans 1: 1-7 
Jesus Christ descended from David, Son of God. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name 
Emmanuel – which means, God with us. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  Matthew 1: 18-24 
Jesus was born of Mary, who was betrothed to Joseph, 
son of David. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: Sirach 3: 2-6, 12-14 
2nd Reading: Colossians 3: 12-21 
Gospel: Matthew 2: 13-15, 19-23 

Mon 22nd December  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Decd members of Delaney & Beary Families 
11.00am Penitential Service 
1pm Requiem Valerie Wood RIP 
6pm Exposition                            
7pm Penitential Service 
 

Tues 23rd December St John of Kanty 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Fr Chris Eaton’s ints 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 24th December CHRISTMAS EVE 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Delaney & Robb Family intentions followed by 
coffee in the crypt  
4.00pm Italian Mass  
5.30pm Children’s Nativity Mass Priest’s ints 
12pm Midnight Mass Priest’s ints 
 

Thurs 25th Dec NATIVITY OF THE LORD CHRISTMAS DAY 
9.15am Mass Priest’s ints 
11.15am Mass Priest’s ints 
 

Friday 26th December ST STEPHEN 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction                           
12 noon Mass O’Connor Family ints 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Saturday 27th December ST JOHN 
NO Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Justina Ogbodu RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 28th Dec HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 
9.15am Mass   Fr Philip’s ints 
11.15am Mass Private int 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 
  
NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted 
through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti 
i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari 

devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


