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YEAR A                                             HOLY FAMILY                           28TH DECEMBER 2025 
Gospel: Matthew 2: 13-15, 19-23 

Take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt. 
Today is the fourth day of the twelve days of Christmas. As we 
continue to celebrate the Saviour’s birth our thoughts turn naturally 
towards the year ahead, while reflecting on the year that has been.  2025 
witnessed some significant events. We said farewell to Pope Francis 
and welcomed Pope Leo XIV. We saw the canonisation of a London 
born saint, Carlo Acutis, the young internet influencer who in his short 
life of fifteen years made such a great impact through his love of 
eucharistic miracles and the positive way in which he offered up his 
illness for the good of others. Then more recently St John Henry 
Newman became a doctor of the Church. Newman was an Anglican 
priest, before he entered into full communion with the Catholic 
Church. His seminal writings were written for the most part whilst still 
an Anglican. His teachings, though coming from outside the 
denominational boundaries of Catholicism, are recognised as truly 
catholic. We could also say the same of the many of the hymns which 
we sing, which have emanated from outside the Catholic Church, yet 
proclaim catholic truths. Such is the work of the Spirit bringing us into the truth. There is only one Church, one faith and one baptism. 
Whilst there are significant areas of difference between Christians, it is important to remember that separated brethren, though 
separated, are still brethren and members of the same family. We all witness to the one Lord, and seek to honour him. As one who 
like Newman made the journey into full communion, I am absolutely convinced that the fullest expression of the Christian faith is 
to be found in our relationship with Peter. Before Pope Francis died he inaugurated the Jubilee Year from last Christmas to Epiphany 
2026 as a year of Hope. We were all encouraged to become pilgrims of hope, to live and earnestly expect an out pouring of God’s 
mercy and forgiveness. Parishioners were encouraged to go on pilgrimage to discover a renewed faith, which has certainly been 
true of all who have done so at St Augustine. But it is not just on these special journeys that we have found expression of hope and 
joy, but generally in the growing faith and life of our church. What after all does modern life offer? Only if we acknowledge the God 
in whose image we are made will we find our fulfilment and life, as we reject the despair, anxiety and nihilism so prevalent in 
society. Our church shows a glimpse of a different society where barriers are broken down, where working together for the good of 
others and for the glory of God, we offer ourselves to bring some hope, faith and love into our world. To be resourced we need to 
be continually renewed in God’s love. Only when we feel loved can we share that love with others, turning maintenance towards 
mission. As we greet another year I hope that you will join me in an increased fervour to see more people brought into God’s 
kingdom from the clutches of Satan. None of us can achieve anything without cultivating a deep relationship with our Lord which 
comes from spending quality time with him and seeking to obey the promptings of the Holy Spirit. I call us all to a life of adoration 
and faithful obedience, as we all ponder the immensity of Christ’s love in his sacred heart for each and every one. The faith alas of 
many is drawing cold, and though many have been sacramentalised, they have never been evangelised.  If you are reading this and 
you have been away from mass, Jesus longs for you to return. When the Lord is at the centre of our lives, everything else falls into 
place, even if the world is falling apart around us. We give thanks for the past year. What will sustain us in the year head is that 
same impulse of hope, faith and charity at the heart of our life together. We see it most clearly in the Holy Family, whose devotion 
and love we are asked to ponder especially today. Our collect holds them up to us as an example to be imitated. St John Paul II 
described their humble dwelling place at Nazareth as ‘an authentic school of the gospel. Here we admire, put into practice, the divine plan 
to make the family an intimate community of life and love; here we learn that every Christian family is called to be a small ‘domestic church’ that 
must shine with the gospel values’. If that is true of the domestic family, how much truer is it of the family of the Church. At the heart 
of our very essence is our communion as the mystical body of Christ where regardless of race, language, gender, disability, wealth 
or social background we visibly express God’s reconciling love, and proclaim to the family of the nations that only in communion 
with Christ will they find their true unity and fulfilment. May we be blessed in 2026 when it comes.                                         Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 

MASS: There will be no morning Mass on Monday 29th 

December, but instead Mass will be at 8pm.  
 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS will be held on Friday 2nd 

January at 7pm for the sick of the parish and there will 
be an emphasis on healing.  
 
PASTORAL LETTER: This weekend there is a Pastoral 
Letter from Cardinal Vincent Nichols which will be read 
at all Masses and is copied inside the newsletter. 
 

CONCETTA LANZA of Highland Road died recently.  
Her Requiem will be on Wednesday 31st December at 

11.30am.                                                 May she rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Maria Ciccone, Concetta Lanza and for all 
those whose anniversaries occur at this time including 
Salvatore Colletti, Ettore Forte, Joanne Smith, Roy 
Peacock, Thomas Murphy, Alfonso Carubbia, Patrick 
Sheridan, Antonia Orsini, Giovanni Pecoraro, Francesco 
Soldano, Joseph Stollenwerk and Antonietta Cacciatore. 
May their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

CRIB APPEAL: Our Crib offerings are donated to the 
Catholic Children’s Society.  The Society provides a 
range of services to help disadvantaged children and 
families including mental health support, early years 
education and emergency grants for families in crisis. 
You can donate at the Crib or via the website at 
www.cathchild.org.uk/crib. 

 
VIGIL EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT will take place from 10.30-

11.30pm on New Year’s Eve and Mass will 
follow at 11.30pm.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR DECEMBER: 
Let us pray that Christians living in areas 
of war or conflict, especially in the Middle 
East, might be seeds of peace, 
reconciliation and hope. 

 
PRAYER GROUP will not be 
meeting in January. Details of the 
next date to meet will follow in due 

course.  
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 28th December, 11th & 25th 
January. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
will be at the 9.15am Mass 
on 4th & 18th January 2026. 

More helpers are needed to 
help with the liturgy and 

training will be given.  Please contact the presbytery if 
you would like to find out more.  
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 
 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

 
Jimmy & Rosalind Needham RIP 

Denis Whelehan RIP 
Barrell Family intentions 
Difato Family intentions 

Mary McKinna ints & John Devaney ints 

 

 

CHRISTIAN UNITY SERVICE will be held on Sunday 
25th January at 7pm in our parish on behalf of Churches 
Together in Hoddesdon.  All are welcome. 

 
HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE will resume again on 
Tuesday 6th January at 7.30pm in the crypt 

and is for all who want to learn more about 
becoming a Catholic, or if you missed one of the 
Sacraments or if you simply want to renew your faith. 
 
YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 

2026: The next meeting will be on Monday 12th 

January at 7pm in the crypt. An email has now 
been sent to all parents with the 2026 dates.  If you have 
not received the email, please contact the presbytery. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 4th January at 5pm in the crypt. 

 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME 
2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested 
in making their First Holy Communion in 2027, 
please do contact the presbytery to register your 

interest.  The register is now available to sign for those 
who have registered for the programme. 



BAPTISM COURSE: The next 
course will be held on Wednesday 

21st January at 7.15pm in the 
church. The course must be 
completed before a Baptism can be arranged. To enrol 
on the course, please contact the presbytery. 
 

 
JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE 

 

SPUC WHITE FLOWER APPEAL: The 
Society for the Protection of Unborn 
Children will be holding its annual appeal 
on the 17th/18th January 2026. 
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 

PARISH MAGAZINE in full colour is 
now available to buy.  It’s our biggest 
edition yet at 64 pages! You can buy it  
from the presbytery during the week.  The 
price is £5 to cover the cost of printing.  
 

 
LUNCH CLUB will resume again on the 6th January 
2026.  
 

WESTMINSTER YEAR BOOKS 2026 are now 
available to buy for £5.50 from the back of church. Please 
place your money in the newspaper box. 
 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: 
Michele & Pelle De Luca, 
Sophie Lenguito & Alex 
Thomson. Thank you for 
your help.  More cleaners 

are needed for the Wednesday and Thursday teams. If 
you can help, please contact the presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your 
offering here by scanning the QR Code 
with your smartphone. Alternatively, 
there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are 
a Tax Payer, please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, 
Today’s Feast of the Holy Family continues our rejoicing in the birth of Jesus, our 
hope and our salvation. This Feast has also been chosen as the moment in which 
dioceses throughout the world mark the end of the Jubilee Year with its theme of 
‘Pilgrims into Hope’. I think these two themes, of hope and family life, go well 
together. 
During this Holy Year we have been reflecting on the virtue of hope and how it 
shapes our lives in good times and bad. Words of Pope Benedict showed us the 
way when he said that evoking the memories of goodness in our lives serves to 
open our hearts to hope. The experience of goodness and the awakening of hope 
go hand in hand. 
Think, for a moment, of the goodness that has been part of our own lives: the love 
of friends we have enjoyed; the moments of great joy we recall, such as the birth 
of a child or moments of success; the kindness of neighbours and of strangers. Of 
course, to remember goodness does not mean forgetting the times of great distress 
and sorrow. That is always the mix in our lives. Generally, we are probably more 
likely to forget the good things and dwell on the bad. But this is a moment to 
grasp firmly all that is good in our lives and see it as giving us true hope. 
Goodness gives rise to hope when we see it as a gift of God. Indeed, we believe 
that God uses so many different ways of touching our lives with grace and 
goodness. Circumstances that seem to be no more than chance are gifts of grace. 
God gives us people who are faithful and steadfast to encourage and enrich us, as 
well as utterly unexpected displays of faith and kindness from people unknown 
to us. 
These gifts of goodness, like the gifts we have been exchanging in these days, are 
also promises. In giving these gifts, God is reminding us that we are never 
forgotten. His gifts proclaim that God always wishes us well, that God promises 
to us our true fulfilment, in his presence, forever. This is the virtue of hope. This 
hope is not a vague feeling that things will turn out all right. Rather, hope is the 
strong and enduring belief that God will hold us in his love until, finally, he brings 
us into his presence in heaven. When we see goodness as a gift of God, then we 
understand hope as God’s gift too. 
Such an appreciation of goodness in every sphere of life gives rise in our hearts 
not only to a sense of gratitude but also to a willingness, on our part, to be 
generous in return. When we are touched by goodness then we are moved to be 
compassionate to others and to add to the sum of goodness in the circle of our 
living. In this way we begin to proclaim the love of God, the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, in our daily life and actions. Then we ourselves become agents of goodness 
for others. 
Today, on this Feast, I thank all who work hard to sustain their family circle, to 
deepen its stability and love. Families, in so many different shapes and sizes, are 
the bedrock of our society and of our Church. I thank all who expend great love 
and effort to sustain family relationships, across generations, especially in times 
of crisis, hardship and distress. Surely the coming of Jesus into a family is the 
greatest sign that in the plan of the loving Creator the family is the first school of 
life. There we learn the meaning of love, of mutual trust that makes us who we 
are. This is what was occupying the mind of St Paul when he wrote those words 
of exhortation to every family that we have just heard. 
But I am only too aware that for many the family can also be a place of the most 
profound dismay, a place in which rejection is experienced and suffering 
endured. Too many families struggle with lack of resources or outright poverty. 
These are critical challenges for our society and for our Church. We work and 
pray that the help which is provided never diminishes the role of the family but 
is provided in a manner which enhances the dignity of family life. So I thank all 
who work in our parishes and through our Caritas social action, to support and 
sustain those who are in need and losing heart. 
For me, one of the great sources of goodness and hope is to be found among our 
young people. I know that so many of you young people have a real love for the 
Lord and want to contribute to the reservoir of goodness in our society and world 
today. You have real concern for those in need and those who feel excluded. I also 
understand that you look for encouragement, support and leadership in your 
lives. I therefore rejoice in your families who are so often proud of you. And I 
rejoice in the work of our Youth services, in our parishes, in the Youth Centre in 
Pinner. I thank our young leaders who work in those Services and I ask you all to 
give them great support in the time ahead. 
Now, as this Jubilee Year comes to a close, we are preparing to give a warm 
welcome to our new Archbishop, Bishop Richard Moth. My time of service to the 
Diocese of Westminster as your Archbishop, then, is coming to an end. I want to 
take this opportunity of thanking you all for your prayers, both those offered in 
every celebration of Mass and those made privately too. I thank you for the energy 

and generosity that is so often brought to the life of our parishes and diocese. I 
ask pardon for my failings, which, if I listed them, would make this Pastoral 
Letter far too long. And I ask for your prayers as I enter a new phase in my 
life, as a pilgrim into Hope. I am fully aware of the goodness that has 
surrounded me in the last fifteen years or so spent in your service. I thank 
you most sincerely. 
I hope that you have celebrated Christmas joyfully and that these days of 
continuing holiday can also be holy days for you and your families, gathered 
round the crib and rejoicing in the goodness and blessings of this great gift 
of life. May God bless you all. Yours devotedly, Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 27th December ST JOHN 
NO Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Justina Ogbodu RIP 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 28th Dec HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 
9.15am Mass    Fr Philip’s ints 
11.15am Mass Private intention     

Page 106 Parish Mass Books  
Page 99 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Sirach 3: 2-6, 12-14 
He who fears the Lord honours his parents. 
 

Ps 128 — Blessed are all who fear the Lord, and walk 
in his ways. 
 

2nd Reading: Colossians 3: 12-21 
Family life in the Lord. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts; let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  Matthew 2: 13-15, 19-23 
Take the child and hismother, and flee to Egypt. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY 

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: Sirach 24: 1-2, 8-12 
2nd Reading: Ephesians 1: 3-6, 15-18 
Gospel: John 1: 1-18 

Mon 29th December ST THOMAS BECKET 
NO 8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
NO 9.15 Mass                                 NO 6pm Exposition   
8pm Mass Private intention                          
 

Tues 30th December Sixth day within the Octave of the 
Nativity of the Lord 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Private intention 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 31st December Seventh Day within the Octave of the 
Nativity of the Lord 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass John Gorry RIP followed by coffee in the 
crypt  
11.30am Requiem Concetta Lanza RIP 
10.30-11.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
11.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Thurs 1st January SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY 
MOTHER OF GOD 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.00am Mass Fr Robert 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 2nd Jan Sts Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction                           
12 noon Mass Michael O’Dea RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
7pm Mass Sick of the Parish 
 

Saturday 3rd January The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Adele Beschizza Schia RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Isabella Abrahams RIP 
 

Sun 4th January SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY 
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Kathleen Fitzpatrick RIP 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 
NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted 
through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti 
i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari 

devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


