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YEAR A              FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME          1ST FEBRUARY 2026 
Gospel: Matthew 5: 1-12a 
Blessed are the poor in spirit.  

I am writing this on Holocaust Memorial Day as we 
remember the death of six million Jews in the 
concentration camps of Central and Eastern Europe, as 
part of the Nazi’s ‘final solution’ to wipe out all European 
Jewry. Many Europeans collaborated with the Nazi. It 
wasn’t just a German affair. There was widespread 
complicity in the evil. Had this country fallen to the Nazis 
doubtless many British people would also have 
collaborated. The battle against the Nazi was foremost a 
battle of ideology, in which the atheistic, occultic and 
humanistic values of the Third Reich (kingdom) were 
pitted against the values of the kingdom of God. How 
could a civilised and cultured society degenerate so easily 
into such barbarism and evil? Such degeneration exposed 
the myth of human progress and exposed also the thin 
veneer of Christianisation. Many Christians across the 
denominational perspective discerned the evil and did what they could to resist, loving their neighbour as themselves. Yet 
many other Christians, both catholic and protestant were blind to the reality of what was going on or chose to ignore it and 
were complicit in its evil. What is Christian about a culture if it isn’t Christian enough to stand up for the dignity of each 
person made in God’s image and for whom Christ died? The Holocaust revealed once and for all the fallacy of assuming that 
a nation, society, community or family is Christian simply by their professing what it is right but not acting in accordance 
with what is right.  The martyr Bonhoeffer called it cheap grace. It is where Christians choose the way of comfort rather than 
the cross. It is where we domesticate the faith to such an extent that it has nothing compelling to say to the world, where we 
turn in on ourselves rather than being open to others, and where we so spiritualise the faith that we forget why the incarnation 
or crucifixion was necessary. The Zone of Interest, is a film about the private life of a commandant who lives with his family 
in comfort, just beyond the walls of Auschwitz. The horrific sounds of what is going on the other side of the wall are heard, 
but the atrocities never depicted. The family are totally oblivious to the human suffering and anguish of the thousands of 
victims.  The adults know the reality at first hand, indeed the commandment helps to orchestrate it, but they do not let it 
impinge on their lives. It is a picture of how easily we can become anaesthetised to human suffering, and how easily we can 
slip into what Hannah Arendt called the banality of evil where ordinary people uncritically accept and become conditioned 
to the way things are. The Nazis advanced their destructive ideology because they believed themselves the superhuman 
descendants of a mythical Aryan race, which racially stereotyped all others as deficient. This weekend is Racial Justice Sunday 
where we are reminded of the innate dignity of every person made in God’s image regardless of the colour of their skin, and 
of our solidarity with all who are racially marginalised. What makes for the common good which should bind all together? 
The kingdom of God is not colour coded or racially segregated. Jesus calls us to love our neighbour as ourselves. Heaven 
expects it. Our psalm today reminds us that ‘It is the Lord…who does justice to the oppressed..the Lord who loves the just, the Lord 
who protects the stranger’.  If we are racist or complicit in racial injustice how can we fulfil the commandment to love God or 
our neighbour? Increasingly today we are losing sight of the principles which were enshrined after WWII waged because of 
the evils of fascism. The contrast of Jesus’ beautiful attitudes- the beatitudes-to the attitudes of cheap demagoguery couldn’t 
be starker.  We cannot enter the kingdom of God by assertions of raw power, assumed superiority and might. Jesus exposes 
the lies we build our lives upon and invites us to seek first the kingdom of God and to reject the cult of self-righteousness.                                                                                                                                                                                   
Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 

RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY is 
this Sunday and is the day the 
Church focuses on the need to 
oppose racism and pursue racial 

justice with renewed vigour. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS will be held on Friday 6th 

February at 7pm for the sick of the parish and there will 
be an emphasis on healing. 
 

GAETANO PIAZZA of The Lampits died recently. His 
Requiem will be on Monday 2nd February at 11am with 
Don Antonio.                                      May he rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Maria Carvalho, Christine Bolton, Angela 
Ferlisi and Gaetano Piazza, and for all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time including Patricia 
Hume, John McDaid, Gaetana Lomanto, Nicola 
Giardina, Antonia Fantocchi, Madge Phelan, Caterina 
Re, Angelo Cuffaro, Giuseppe Galione, Patrick 
McGlone, Nunziato Valenza, Antonino & Vincenza 
Cusumano. May their souls and the souls of al the faithful 
departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

CRIB APPEAL: Our Crib offerings are donated to the 
Catholic Children’s Society.  The Society provides a 
range of services to help disadvantaged children and 
families including mental health support, early years 
education and emergency grants for families in crisis. 
You can donate at the Crib or via the website at 
www.cathchild.org.uk/crib. This weekend is the last 
opportunity to donate. 

 
POPE’S INTENTION FOR 

FEBRUARY: Let us pray that children 
suffering from incurable diseases and 
their families receive the necessary 
medical care and support, never losing 

strength and hope. 
 

PRAYER GROUP The next meeting 
will be on Thursday 5th March.  All 
are welcome. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 15th & 22nd February. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on 
1st & 8th February. More helpers are needed to help with 
the liturgy and training will be given.  Please contact the 
presbytery if you would like to find out more.  
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 

placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 
 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

 
Linda Travell RIP 

Nunziato Valenza RIP 
John Devaney ints 

Mary McKenna ints 

 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING will 
be held at Westminster Cathedral 
on Thursday 5th February at 

5.30pm.  This will be for Cardinal 
Vincent to give thanks to God for 
the Cardinal’s 16 years of service.  
All are welcome.  

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS & READERS 
ROTAS: The next rotas for the period March – June 
will be drawn up shortly. Please therefore advise of 
any dates that you are NOT available during this 
period by 18th February AT THE LATEST to Pat 
Kavanagh for 9.15 am Mass (tel 07485 284007 or 01992 
449282 or email patandcarolkav@btinternet.com) and 
Dawn Bates for 6.30pm and 11.15am Masses (tel 
440986 or email hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk). Please 
also advise of any changes in personal contact details 
e.g. address, telephone number etc. Once drawn up, 
all rotas will be dispatched by email unless requested 
otherwise. Thank you. 
 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING 
FOR THE SACRAMENT OF 

MATRIMONY will be held at 
Westminster Cathedral on 
Saturday 23rd May at 2:30pm. 
The Archbishop is inviting to this 
Mass all couples in the Diocese, who are celebrating 
their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every 

year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage 
in 2026.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please 
contact the presbytery with the following details: 
husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal 
address and contact email (or telephone number, if no 
email) by 13th April.  
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

CATECHETICS 

COME AND SEE will meet again on Tuesday 

3rd February at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for 
all who want to learn more about becoming a 
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Catholic, or if you missed one of the Sacraments or if you 
simply want to renew your faith. 
 
YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 

2026: The next meeting will be on Monday 9th 

February at 7pm in the crypt. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 1st February at 5pm in the crypt. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
‘PRAYER PARTNERS’ are needed 
for all the children in year 3 on the 
First Holy Communion programme. If you would 
like to become a prayer partner, please print your 
name in capital letters on the blue sheets on the notice 
board at the back of the church, by the foodbank.   
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
PROGRAMME: Application forms for 
children currently in year 2 who wish to 

make their First Holy Communion in May 2027 are 
now available to collect from the presbytery, or you 
can email the presbytery to request the form. Details 
of the course will be given with the form. You will 
need to commit to attending weekly Mass.  If you are 
unable to commit, please defer applying for the 
course until next year.  Please note the deadline to 
return the forms is on the 16th February 2026.   
 

 

SCHOOLS 
ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S need to replace the four 
heaters they have at a cost of £8442.96. If anyone would 
like to donate towards the cost, please drop your 
donation into the presbytery in an envelope marked 
Under 5’s.  
 

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5S are looking for an 
enthusiastic early year’s practitioner to join our small 
and friendly team as soon as possible. The duties will 
include covering playgroup afternoon sessions and 
helping to run our Tuesday morning toddler and baby 
sessions. Hours will be flexible as required. An Early 
Years Childcare and Education qualification or 
equivalent would be an advantage, experience working 
with children is essential. For further info please email 
staugustinesunder5s@hotmail.co.uk or call on 01992 
460614. Apply with covering letter and CV to St 
Augustine’s Under 5s Charlton Close Hoddesdon EN11 

8DR.CLOSING DATE Thursday 12th February. 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE 
SPUC COLLECTION: Thank you to everyone 
who donated to the White Flower Appeal.  The 
total raised was £172.65. 

 
SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 

CHURCHES TOGETHER UNITY SERVICE: The 
collection taken at the Unity Service last Sunday raised 
£222.70.  Thank you to everyone who donated.  
 

URGENT APPEAL FOR COMMERCIAL 
GENERATOR FOR 

UKRAINE: The Chernihiv 
Revival Centre was 

originally set up to help survivors and descendants of 
the Chernobyl disaster. This is now widely recognized 
as a centre of excellence for helping disabled children 
and their families, supporting over 2,000 children each 
year.  The commercial generator at the centre, which is 
old and beyond economical repair is failing. UK-Aid 
Felsted has pledged to raising the money to buy and 
transport a new generator as a matter of urgency. So far 
it has raised £10k out of a total of £19,320. You can find 
out more about the work of UK-Aid Felsted and the 
Revival Centre Chernihiv at www.uk-aid.org and you 
can donate online to Felsted Aid for Deprived Children, 
Santander, a/c no. 71315484, sort code 090153. UK Aid 
newsletters are available at the back of the church with 
more info. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Toni Iamarino, Penny Benge 
and Assunta Iameo. Thank you for your help.  More 
cleaners are needed for the Wednesday and Thursday 
teams. If you can help, please contact the presbytery. 
 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit 
door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please 
complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 

A Prayer for Racial Justice:  God of justice, in your 
wisdom you create all people in your image, without 
exception. Through your goodness, open our eyes to 
see the dignity, beauty and worth of every human 
being. Open our minds to understand that all your 
children are brothers and sisters in the same human 
family. Open our eyes to repent of racist attitudes, 
behaviours and speech which demean others. Open 
our ears to hear the cries of those wounded by racial 
discrimination, and their passionate appeals for 
change. Strengthen our resolve to make amends for 
past injustices and to right the wrongs of history. And 
fill us with courage that we might seek to heal 
wounds, build bridges, forgive and be forgiven, and 
establish peace and equality for all in our 
communities. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 31st January St John Bosco 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Paul O’Connell RIP 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 1st February FOURTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass    Ursula Dowling 
11.15am Mass Antonino & Vincenza Cusumano RIP 

Page 130 Parish Mass Books  
Page 702 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Zephaniah 2: 3, 3: 12-13 
I will leave in your midst a people humble and lowly. 
 

Ps 146 — Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 26-31 
God chose what is weak in the world. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward is great in heaven. Alleluia. 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 5: 1-12a 
Blessed are the poor in spirit.  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 58: 6-10 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 2: 1-5 
Gospel: Matthews 5: 13-16 

Mon 2nd February THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Mary Wall & Family intentions  
11am Requiem Gaetano Piazza RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 3rd February Sts Laurence, Dunstan & Theodore 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Ester Carr intentions 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 4th February St Gilbert of Sempringham  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Anne Hogan’s intentions followed by coffee in 
the crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 5th February St Agatha 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.00am Mass Family & friends of Martin & Mary McDonagh 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 6th February St Paul Miki 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Alma Elizabeth’s 3rd birthday  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
7pm Mass Sick of the Parish 
 

Saturday 7th February Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Adele Beschizza Schia RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Mary & Denis O’Donovan RIP 
 

Sun 8th February FIFTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass   Irene & Albert Willmer RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 3rd            1pm Lunch club, crypt 
Tues 3rd            2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt 

Tues 3rd             7.30pm Come & see, crypt 
Wed 4th             6pm Brownies, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be 
posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: 

Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta 
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


