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YEAR A             SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME           18TH JANUARY 2026 
Gospel: John 1: 29-34 

Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
The angels at Bethlehem welcomed the birth of Jesus by announcing ‘peace 
on earth to those upon whom God’s favour rests’. The long-awaited Messiah, the 
Prince of Peace has come. It goes without saying that all who bear the name 
of Christ are called to be sharers in his peace and to extend it to the ends of 
the earth.  Fittingly today is called Peace Sunday, when we have been invited 
to consider the importance of peace. To say that we are called to be people 
of peace does not mean that we are not also people of war. Of course, we are 
not talking of peace or war in worldly terms. Jesus said the peace he brings 
is not of this world. We could also say that the battles in which he asks us to 
engage are also not of this world. St Paul reminds us that ‘we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly place’. 
The ultimate aim of all this wrestling is to further Christ’s peace within our 
lives and the world around us. The ultimate aim is to bring all things into 
reconciliation with Christ, so that the whole of creation should be at peace 
with its Creator. We can never promote the reconciling power of Christ’s 
peace in our world unless we ourselves are people of peace.  We cannot 
testify to the name of Christ while harbouring hatred against others in our 
hearts.  If there is a civil war going on within then we cannot extend peace 
without. We first have to know peace within. We ourselves need to be 
reconciled with God. God is not honoured, if under the cover of being 
advocates for peace, we are promoting unrest. To whom does the territory 
of our lives belong? Whose kingdom is it anyhow? Our St Augustine wrote 
‘If you wish to draw others to peace, first have it yourselves; be steadfast in peace 
yourselves. To inflame others, you must have the flame burning within’. Jesus, the desire of all nations, heralded by our advent 
antiphons, has come. All that human beings are searching for is to be found in and through Him. Selfish natures incline not 
towards Christ but away from him. St James reminds us that the root of wars is disordered desires. ‘You desire but do not have, 
so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight’. The gospel which directs our desires to the One 
who alone can fulfil them is the only feasible deterrent against conflict.  That gospel calls us to be peacemakers, and you can 
only have peace-making where peace is in short supply. Peace-making is engaged to dialogue, which disarms embattled 
minds and barbed words before they result in open conflict. The first words that Jesus spoke to his disciples after his 
resurrection was ‘peace be with you’. He reached out to disarm his followers of their fears. Creating an environment where fears 
can be disarmed and differences heard and held, calls for courage. St Augustine said, ‘those who truly love peace also love the 
enemies of peace’. We look to a situation beyond the present where through God’s grace forgiveness and reconciliation is 
possible. We are called to a disarmament of language. Pope Leo reminds us that there is a ‘growing temptation to weaponize even 
thoughts and words’. We Christians who have often justified wars in the service of nationalism and imperialism should be 
particularly attuned to the abuse of vocabulary, where words rather than promoting peace can engender distrust, animosity 
and conflict. Pope Leo writes that alongside action we need houses of peace where we learn how to defuse hostility through 
dialogue, where justice is practised and forgiveness is cherished. In Christ and through Christ we can be bridgebuilders 
disarming the armed, and drawing humanity back to the realisation that even our enemies are made in God’s image. Only 
God’s peace, not ours, can achieve this. As our collect days asks, ‘Almighty ever-living God…mercifully hear the pleading of your 
people and bestow your peace on our times’.                                                                                                                                      Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 
PEACE SUNDAY is this Sunday and we are 
encouraged to reflect on Pope Leo’s message “Peace be 
with you all: towards an “unarmed and disarming” 
peace. 
 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will 
not take place on Monday 19th January at 6pm.  
 

MARIA AVERSANO of Roselands Avenue died 
recently.  Her Requiem will be held on Friday 30th 
January at 12 noon.        
 
GAETANO PIAZZA of The Lampits died recently. His 
Requiem will be on Monday 2nd February at 11am with 
Don Antonio.                                      May they rest in peace. 

 
PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Angela Ferlisi, Gaetano Piazza, Maria 
Aversano, Maria Ciccone and for all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time including Ian Laydon, 
Baby William O’Bryan, Ann Danaher, Vincenzo Papa, 
Calogero Bonomo, Giuseppe Tambuzzo, Baby Marie 
Hounslow, Giuseppa Rotondo, Francesca Gaiteri, 
Martin Graham, Giuseppe Ricotta, Angelo Barile, Keith 
Newell, Mary Nolan, Pietro Dileto, Luigi Severino, 
Francesco Bondi and Giuseppe & Pietra Tambuzzo. May 
their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed through the 
mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

CRIB APPEAL: Our Crib offerings are donated to the 
Catholic Children’s Society.  The Society provides a 
range of services to help disadvantaged children and 
families including mental health support, early years 
education and emergency grants for families in crisis. 
You can donate at the Crib or via the website at 

www.cathchild.org.uk/crib. 

 
POPE’S INTENTION FOR JANUARY: 
Let us pray that praying with the Word 
of God be nourishment for our lives and 
a source of hope in our communities, 

helping us to build a more fraternal and 
missionary Church. 
 

PRAYER GROUP will meet on 
Thursday 29th January at 7.30pm in 
the crypt. The following meeting 
will be on Thursday 5th March.  All are welcome. 
 

ADORATION WITH TAIZE CHANTS 
and meditations on the name of Jesus will 
be held on Sunday 18th January from 7-
8pm.  

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 25th January, 15th & 22nd 
February. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

will be at the 9.15am Mass 
on 18th January, 1st & 8th 

February. More helpers are 
needed to help with the 
liturgy and training will be given.  Please contact the 
presbytery if you would like to find out more.  
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 
 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

 
Marie McPeake 
Martin Galligan 
Sheila Cooper 

 

CHRISTIAN UNITY SERVICE will 
be held on Sunday 25th January at 

7pm in our parish on behalf of 
Churches Together in Hoddesdon.  
All are welcome. Volunteers are 
needed to help with the 
refreshments after the service.  If 
you can help, please contact the presbytery. 
 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING will 
be held at Westminster Cathedral 
on Thursday 5th February at 

5.30pm.  This will be for Cardinal 
Vincent to give thanks to God for 
the Cardinal’s 16 years of service.  
All are welcome.  

 
HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE will meet again on Tuesday 

20th January at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for 
all who want to learn more about becoming a 

Catholic, or if you missed one of the Sacraments or if you 
simply want to renew your faith. 



 
YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 
2026: The next meeting will be on Monday 26th 

January at 7pm in the crypt. 
 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 18th January at 5pm in the crypt. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
‘PRAYER PARTNERS’ are needed 
for all the children in year 3 on the 
First Holy Communion programme. A prayer 
partner prays for a child at least twice a day, whilst 
they are preparing to make their First Holy 
Communion. If you would like to become a prayer 
partner, please print your name in capital letters on 
the blue sheets on the notice board at the back of the 
church, by the foodbank.   
 
BAPTISM COURSE: The next 
course will be held on Wednesday 

21st January at 7.15pm in the 
church. The course must be 
completed before a Baptism can be arranged. To enrol 
on the course, please contact the presbytery. 

 
JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE 

 

SPUC WHITE FLOWER 
APPEAL: The Society for the 
Protection of Unborn Children 
will be holding its annual 
appeal this weekend. SPUC 

exists to transform culture so that abortion is not only 
abolished but becomes unthinkable. The Society is 
actively leading the fight in courts, classrooms and 
culture to achieve this mission. Through these efforts we 
will restore a respect for the sanctity of human life from 
conception until natural death. This year’s appeal 
postcards allow supporters to join the fightback 
campaign against the current threats in Parliament to 
expand abortion and allow assisted suicide.  You will 
find the postcards at the back of the church by the 
newsletters. There will be a retiring collection after 
Mass – please be as generous as you can to help SPUC 
at this critical time for our country. 
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 

PARISH MAGAZINE in full colour is 
now available to buy.  It’s our biggest 
edition yet at 64 pages! You can buy it from 
the presbytery during the week or from the 
repository after Mass.  The price is £5 to 
cover the cost of printing. 

 
EMMAUS WALK will be held on the 24th 

January at 2pm.  Meet at All Saints Church, 
Old Nazeing EN9 2DB. 
 
THE BROXBOURNE CATENIAN circle are organising 
a pilgrimage to Assisi in late September/early October 
which is open to all parishioners. We will be using 
Northern Star Travel to manage this trip who are fully 
ATOL protected and insured. The Parish have used 
them before for Poland and Oberammergau. Father 

Julian has agreed to accompany us as Spiritual Leader. 
In order to provide full details, a coloured brochure, 
itinerary and booking details, a meeting will be held in 
the Crypt from 7.45pm on Friday 23rd January. 
 
MEN'S BREAKFAST: Saturday 31st 

January 8:30am in the crypt; 9: 00 - Short 
Talk, 10:00 Mass.  An opportunity for 
men to share and get together. Do join us at any time, 
when and if you can. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Pat 
Kavanagh, Sue Alvey, Mila 
Salvo and Val. Thank you 
for your help.  More 
cleaners are needed for the 

Wednesday and Thursday teams. If you can help, 
please contact the presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

FINANCE 

NO CASH? You can make your 
offering here by scanning the QR Code 
with your smartphone. Alternatively, 
there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are 
a Tax Payer, please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 

 
 

 
WELCOMING ALL NEW PARISHIONERS! 

 
Please complete the New Parishioner Registration 
Form if you have not already registered as a new 

parishioner.  We can then add you to our database 
and welcome you to our parish community.  You 

will find the forms in the porch in church. 
Thank you to all those who have registered as new 

parishioners. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 17th January St Anthony 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Patrick & Jean Walsh RIP 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Francesco Bondi RIP 
 

Sun 18th Jan SECOND SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass    For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Giuseppe & Pietra Tambuzzo RIP 
7-8pm Adoration with Taize chants 

Page 125 Parish Mass Books  
Page 695 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Isaiah 49: 3, 5-6 
I will make you as a light for the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end of the earth. 
 

Ps 40 — Behold, I have come, Lord, to do your will.  
 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 1-3 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. The Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us; to all who did receive him 
he gave the authority to become children of God 
Alleluia. 
 
Gospel:  John 1: 29-34 
Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
THIRD SUNDAY IN O.T. 

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 9: 1b-4 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 10-13, 17 
Gospel: Matthew 4: 12-23 

Mon 19th January St Wulstan 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Pat & Lena Stokes & Family                          
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 20th January St Sebastian  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Michael Callanan 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 21st January St Agnes 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Keith Newell RIP followed by coffee in the 
crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 22nd January St Vincent 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.00am Mass Pauline Siracusa’s ints 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 23rd January  
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction                           
12 noon Mass James Griffin’s ints 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Saturday 24th January St Francis de Sales 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Sharon Evans RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 25th January THIRD SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass   Ignazio Morreale RIP 
11.15am Mass Daniel Abebreseh’s ints 
7pm Christian Unity Service 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 20th           1pm Lunch club, crypt 
Tues 20th            2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt 

Tues 20th            7.30pm Come & see, crypt 
Wed 21st            7.15pm Baptism course, church 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted 
through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti 
i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari 
devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


