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St Augustine’s Catholic Church

The Presbytery, Esdaile Lane, Hoddesdon, EN11 8DS Tel: 01992-440986

Parish Priest: Fr Julian Davies
E-mail: hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk Web-site: https:/ / parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon
FaceBook: “CatholicHoddesdon” Secretary: Dawn Bates (Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, 9am-4pm)
Also in residence: Fr Mathews Valiyaputhenpura Joy (Chaplain to Knanaya community)
Safeguarding parish rep: Joy Ighade —hoddesdonSG3@rcdow.org.uk
Italian safeguarding rep: Rossetta Tona — italianmissionsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

YEAR A THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 25TH JANUARY 2026
Gospel: Matthew 4: 12-23
Jesus went to Capernaum so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled.

Through Jesus’ saving death and reconciling power of his cross
everything in creation disunited from its Creator, is being
brought back into unity with God. Unity is the creative
blueprint as we can see when we consider the wonders of the
natural world, the structures of language or musical
compositions. The health of nations, communities and families
depend on unity. It is little wonder then that the health of the
Church depends on it as well, and that at the heart of the
Christian family, unity should be highly prized. To emphasise
its importance every year the Church calls us during this
octave of eight days to pray for Christian Unity. According to
St John, one of the very last things that Jesus prayed for before
his arrest, was that his followers should be united. He was
seeking unity not just among his disciples, but also unity
between them and those who would be converted through
their witness in the future. "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who would believe in me through their message, that
all of them may be one. Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that that the world may believe that you
have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one, I in them and you in me, so that they may
be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me’. The unity
Jesus expects is not the kind of unity which passes for unity in man-made institutions, where participants express their unity
through varying degrees of association. Such associations for unity are often harbingers of disunity. Take for example the
United Nations, where the right of veto and the national interest often paralyse its well intentions, or the Anglican
Communion, whose instruments of unity are ineffective against the centrifugal pull of unilateral synodalities. The unity of
which Jesus speaks is more like true marital unity, where through the true sacrament of matrimony male and female become
one. St Paul reminds us that Christian marriage between male and female is a sign of the unity that Christ wishes for his
Church. Yet Jesus” words go beyond even this. He talks not just about unity but complete unity, a unity which draws its
participants into the very unity of the Godhead. True unity therefore is not something which can be drawn up in a committee
room or through worldly means. It is divinely ordered to the unity of God, and comes into being as we align ourselves with
God’s word and his will. Such unity is not the same as uniformity. Just as God is not a uniformity but a tri-unity of three, so
within his Church, Christ seeks among us unity not uniformity. True unity is by definition a unity of truth, for truth can never
be united to error. Harbouring untruth before God draws us away from the divine truth which divine unity expresses.
Christians honour Christ by getting to know one another better and by discovering our differences, but we honour him more
if such ecumenical gestures challenge us to deepen our faith and embrace more fully together the divine life which God has
given us. Our communion antiphon today says, ‘I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life’. The light of Christ is at the centre of all authentic unity, so where disunity exists in the
Church it darkens our witness. Jesus said that unbelievers will come to believe in Him and the depth of the Father’s love as
Christians reveal their unity together. Even the early Christians had to be reminded that their disunity was dishonouring the
Lord. In today’s epistle, St Paul appealed to the Corinthian Christians “that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among
you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgement’. Rather than being mission orientated the Church at Corinth
was navel gazing. Factional infighting and selfish interests were undermining true discipleship. If Paul were addressing us
Christians here today, I have no doubt that he would want to remind us, as he reminded the Church in Ephesus, there is only
one faith, one baptism and one Lord of all. And lest we forget there can only ever be one Church. Christ, the bridegroom seeks
only one bride, not two. Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY

WORLD LEPROSY DAY is
today and is a time to pray for and
stand in solidarity with people

affected by leprosy around the
world.

DAY

EXPOSITION on Monday will take from 5-6pm due to
the Confirmation meeting.

EXPOSITION on Friday will be from 10.45am-11.30am.
Benediction will be from 11.30-.1145am, due to the
funeral.

MARIA AVERSANO of Roselands Avenue died
recently. Her Requiem will be held on Friday 30t
January at 12 noon.

GAETANO PIAZZA of The Lampits died recently. His
Requiem will be on Monday 2" February at 11am with

Don Antonio. May they rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Angela Ferlisi, Gaetano Piazza, Maria
Aversano, Maria Ciccone and for all those whose
anniversaries occur at this time including Elsie Phipps,
Jill Logsdail, Joan Martin, Angela Coffey, William
Collins, Albert Coleston, Sr Mary Berngard, Peter
Gillow, Frances Barron, Margarete Frydrych, Francesco
Ciraolo, Teresa Giannattasio, Paolo Guacci, Salvatore
Orlando, Maria Gonzalez, Giovanni Siracusa, Ignazio
Morreale and Pietro Accomando. May their souls and the
souls of al the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest
in peace.

the liturgy and training will be given. Please contact the
presbytery if you would like to find out more.

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
CANDLES: We now have special candles
from Walsingham which can be lit to be
placed on the plinth around the statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You
can book the candle for any intentions or for someone
who has passed, and their name or intention will be
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the

newsletter.

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the
following intentions:

Sharon McNaughton
John McNaughton
Neil McDonnell
Martin Galligan

CRIB APPEAL: Our Crib offerings are donated to the
Catholic Children’s Society. The Society provides a
range of services to help disadvantaged children and
families including mental health support, early years
education and emergency grants for families in crisis.
You can donate at the Crib or via the website at
www.cathchild.org.uk/crib.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JANUARY:
Let us pray that praying with the Word
\ of God be nourishment for our lives and
a source of hope in our communities,
helping us to build a more fraternal and
missionary Church.

PRAYER GROUP will meet on [ L
Thursday 29t January at 7.30pm in e a 1
the crypt. The following meeting ‘

will be on Thursday 5% March. All are welcome.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next dates: 25% January, 15% & 22nd
February.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on
1t & 8th February. More helpers are needed to help with

CHRISTIAN UNITY SERVICE will be held _ &4 »
on Sunday 25t January at 7pm in our parish ﬂ]\\?
on behalf of Churches Together in
Hoddesdon. All are welcome.

CHRISTIAN
UNITY

MASS OF THANKSGIVING will
be held at Westminster Cathedral
on Thursday 5% February at
5.30pm. This will be for Cardinal
\ “ ** Vincent to give thanks to God for
\T ¢ the Cardinal’s 16 years of service.
All are welcome.

INSTALLATION OF ARCHBISHOP Richard Moth
will be held on Saturday 14t February at 12 noon. One
representative from our parish is invited to attend. On
Friday 13% February at 5.30pm, there will be a
celebration of Solemn Vespers in Westminster Cathedral
at which the Archbishop-elect will preach. Two
representatives from our parish are invited. If you
would like to attend either of these, please contact the
presbytery as soon as possible.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
COME AND SEE will meet again on Tuesday
27t January at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for
all who want to learn more about becoming a
Catholic, or if you missed one of the Sacraments or if you
simply want to renew your faith.




-i‘ YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME

y 2026 The next meeting will be on Monday 26
% January at 7pm in the crypt.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be
on Sunday 1%t February at 5pm in the crypt.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
‘PRAYER PARTNERS’ are needed Prqyer
for all the children in year 3 on the Pariners
First Holy Communion programme. A prayer
partner prays for a child at least twice a day, whilst
they are preparing to make their First Holy
Communion. If you would like to become a prayer
partner, please print your name in capital letters on
the blue sheets on the notice board at the back of the
church, by the foodbank.

SCHOOLS

ST MARY’S SCHOOL: The Radio Maria
England Youth (RMEY) team at St Mary’s
would like to share their ‘Growing in
Grace’ programme with you -’New
Beginnings!". The programme will air this Friday, 23th
of January at 5pm, with a repeat on Sunday
25th January at 8pm. The RMEY team reflect on making
a new start at the beginning of this new year. The
programme also features an interview with our special
guest, Anel Zuniga Daly, a Catholic mother of two and
new Governor at St Mary’s Catholic school. You can
access the programme on DAB+ radio and on the Radio
Maria  England app, or simply by typing
https:/ /radiomariaengland.uk/ into your browser.

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S need to replace the four
heaters they have at a cost of £8442.96. If anyone would
like to donate towards the cost, please drop your
donation into the presbytery in an envelope marked
Under 5’s.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS
PARISH MAGAZINE in full colour is
now available to buy. It's our biggest
edition yet at 64 pages! You can buy it from
the presbytery during the week or from the
repository after Mass. The price is £5 to
cover the cost of printing.

MEN'S BREAKFAST: Saturday 31st
January 8:30am in the crypt; 9: 00 - Short
Talk, 10:00 Mass. An opportunity for
men to share and get together. Do join us at any time,
when and if you can.

CHURCH CLEANING: Michele & Pelle De Luca,
Sophie Lenguito & Alex Thomson. Thank you for your
help. More cleaners are needed for the Wednesday and
Thursday teams. If you can help, please contact the
presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online
https:/ /rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs.
FINANCE

NO CASH? You can make your
offering here by scanning the QR Code
with your smartphone. Alternatively,
there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are
a Tax Payer, please complete the Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For
those whose finances are more stable at present, please
consider your parish giving, to help the parish out.
Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370

to collect the tax on the

donations they have made

through envelopes or standing orders. There is no
further cost to the donor but the parish is able to claim
another £1 for every £4 donated under Gift Aid. You
will need to be a UK taxpayer to sign a Gift-Aid form
and you will find some forms at the back of the church
beside the newsletters. If your circumstances have
changed and you pay insufficient or no tax, simply
inform a.s.a.p. the Presbytery, and your Gift-Aid
declaration will be cancelled.

GIFT AID: Many parishioners L]
have already signed Gift-Aid : d ‘/t
forms, which enables the parish ﬂ[ W

WELCOMING ALL NEW PARISHIONERS!
Please complete the New Parishioner Registration
Form if you have not already registered as a new
parishioner. We can then add you to our database
and welcome you to our parish community. You will
find the forms in the porch in church.
Thank you to all those who have registered as new
parishioners.

SAINT OF THE WEEK
ST JOHN BOSCO

Saint John Bosco, popularly known as Don
Bosco, was an Italian priest, educator and
writer of the 19t century. While working in “
Turin, where the population suffered many of the effects
of industrialization and urbanization, he dedicated his
life to the betterment and education of street children,
juvenile delinquents, and other disadvantaged youth.
He developed teaching methods based on love rather
than punishment, a method that became known as the
Salesian Preventive System.
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 24" January St Francis de Sales
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Sharon Evans RIP

P ——————————.§y
4.00pm ltalian Mass™

6.30pm Mass For the Parish

Sun 25 Jan THIRD SUNDAY IN O.T.
9.15am Mass Ignazio Morreale RIP
11.15am Mass Daniel Abebreseh’s ints

7pm Christian Unity Service
|

Mon 26t January Sts Timothy & Titus
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15 Mass Patrick Griffin & Family ints
5-6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 27 January St Angela Merici (Holocaust Memorial
Day)

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9.15am Mass Holocaust victims

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 28t January St Thomas Aquinas

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9.15am Mass Maria Di Stefano RIP followed by coffee in
the crypt

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Page 127 Parish Mass Books
Page 698 in Sunday Missals

1t Reading: Isaiah 9: 1b-4
In Galilee of the nations the people have seen a great
light.

Ps 27 — The Lord is my light and my salvation.

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 10-13, 17
| appeal to you that all of you agree, and that there be
no divisions among you.

Gospel Accl. Alleluia, allelvia. Jesus proclaimed the
gospel of the kingdom and healed every affliction
among the people. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 4: 12-23
Jesus went to Capernaum so that what was spoken by
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
FOURTH SUNDAY IN O.T.
(YEAR A)

1t Reading: Zephaniah 2: 3, 3: 12-13
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 26-31
Gospel: Matthews 5: 1-12a

Thurs 29t January

7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8.00am Mass Edward & Eileen’s intentions
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 30* January

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)
10.45-11.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
11.30-11.45am Benediction

12 noon Requiem Maria Aversano RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 31+ January St John Bosco
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Paul O’Connell RIP

4.00pm Italian Mass™
6.30pm Mass For the Parish

Sun 1¢t February FOURTH SUNDAY IN O.T.
9.15am Mass Ursula Dowling
11.15am Mass Antonino & Vincenza Cusumano RIP

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 — 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Mon 26t 7pm Confirmation, crypt
Tues 27t 1pm Lunch club, crypt
Tues 27t 2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt

Tues 27th 7.30pm Come & see, crypt
Wed 28th 6pm Brownies, crypt
Thurs 29th 7.30pm Prayer group, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted

through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details

through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti

i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta compilati, i questionari
devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




