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Parish Priest: Fr Julian Davies
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FaceBook: “CatholicHoddesdon” Secretary: Dawn Bates (Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, 9am-4pm)
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YEAR A SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY 4TH JANUARY 2026
Gospel: John 1: 1-18

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

Today is the Sunday nearest to the Feast of the Epiphany. Were the '8
Wise Men wise? Perhaps not politically. Herod was ruthless and
they were fortunate to escape with their lives. Imagine seeking out
a tyrant and then telling him that they hadn’t come to pay him
allegiance but the true ruler. Their wisdom of course transcended
political wisdom. They followed their inclination, based upon the
wisdom they had received. That wisdom was three-fold: in their
study of the natural world, in their inclination that there was
purpose behind the order of things and in their belief that the Jewish
people had a special destiny, focused upon the new born king. Some
people put matters of faith and science in opposition, believing they are mutually incompatible, but in reality, they are part
of the same deep desire for truth. Modern science may question the magi’s reasoning, but in reality, they were doing what all
scientists do, drawing conclusions from the natural evidence at hand, and seeking to test their beliefs. They came to Herod's
court with an open mind since they were not sure where the new born king lay. The magi were star gazers. Only relatively
recently in human history have astronomy and astrology became separate disciplines. Astronomy means the law of the stars,
whereas astrology means the study of the stars, and so between them lay considerable overlap. Underlaying the movements
of the heavenly bodies, and their study was wisdom; the wisdom that ordered creation and the wisdom that allowed it to be
studied. Ancient astrology had more to do with astronomy, than with modern occultic astrology, which seeks not to align
itself with the ordering, creative word underlaying all things, but to circumvent it. That creative word was revealed to the
chosen people, and it pointed to their predestined purpose in the world. The fact that the magi, at great cost to themselves,
travelled in search of the new born king, shows how attuned they were to the promptings of divine wisdom. The reading
from Sirach today reminds us that wisdom is ‘established in Zion. In the beloved city...he gave me a resting place, and .. Jerusalem
was my dominion. So I took root in an honoured people, in the portion of the Lord, his inheritance’. Wisdom pointed to the Jewish
people, through the law, prophets and covenants, as the primary means through whom God chose to bring about his purposes
for the world. Here is the remarkable thing. Though the magi were foreigners to the covenants of Israel, they showed
uncommon wisdom, in recognising that this was not just an ordinary birth. Why were they so convinced? Did they believe
(as some astronomers throughout the ages have suggested) that the star of Bethlehem appeared to them at the conjunction of
the planets Saturn and Jupiter. In ancient astronomy, Jupiter designated kingship, while Saturn represented Israel (underlined
by the fact that in Hebrew the word for Saturn is Shabbatai, closely connected to the word Sabbath). It cannot be ruled out.
Other astronomical explanations have been given for the star of Bethlehem. Whatever the reason, the Church teaches that the
drawing to Bethlehem of the magi was an act of divine will. God’s witness to the gentile world that Jesus was messiah not
just for the Jews but for all of humanity. God communicates truths in ways which are often contextualised to our own needs
so that we can understand them better. Yet revelation comes from above not below, which is not to say that it is necessarily
at variance to the wisdom of those who have gone before or that we cannot learn from the created world. After all, as the
prologue of St John reminds us all things have been created through Christ. That includes the invisible as well as the visible.
Ultimately our observation is limited, and all that we can see is not all that exists. We might misinterpret even that which
exists. For people of faith co-incidents can be God instances. Jesus” appearance at a particular juncture of history is the greatest
God instance of all time, the climax of divine revelation, and far greater than any revelation to the Jews before. From his
fullness we have all received as St John says. In Christ we are blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms, as
St Paul reminds us. Grace and truth are his, and come from him. If it were not for his birth, no Jew or gentile would ever know
the true nature of God. ‘No one has ever seen God, the only begotten Son, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known’. On this
eleventh day of Christmas let us rejoice in the birth of the Saviour, the very word made flesh. Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Florence Mason
Siek who will be baptised this weekend.

CONGRATULATIONS to Teresa Hardy-Biaduo who
will be making her First Holy Communion this weekend
at the 11.15am Mass.

MARIA AVERSANO of Roselands Avenue died

recently. Her Requiem will be held on Friday 30t

January at 12 noon. May she rest in peace.

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD is on Tuesday 6t January
and is a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass will be at 9.15am
and 12 noon. There will also be a vigil Mass on
Monday evening at 7pm.

MASS on Wednesday will be with both schools in
church.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Gaetano Piazza, Maria Aversano, Maria
Ciccone and for all those whose anniversaries occur at
this time including Calogero Amico, Americo Guacu,
Patrick McNaughton, Mariano Palombelli, Maria
Messina, Francesco Bondi, Barbara Woodbridge, James
Needham, Lesley Sykes, Rose Beeson, Anne Parsons,
Kevin O’'Bryan, Vincenzo Martorana, Aldeuzia
Crimaudo, Leo Lee-Lozone, Cornelius Van Hage,
Onofrio Maniscalco, Maria Cuffaro, Pellegrino Alfieri,
Filippa Gaiteri, Mary O’Donovan, Marion Miller, John
Griffin, Isabella Abrahams and Kathleen Fitzpatrick.
May their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

Chidren's - will be at the 9.15am Mass

o %5 o liturgy || on 4t & 18t January 2026.

¥ _wu® Volnteers| More helpers are needed to

- help with the liturgy and

training will be given. Please contact the presbytery if
you would like to find out more.

CANDLES: We now have special candles
from Walsingham which can be lit to be
placed on the plinth around the statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You
can book the candle for any intentions or for someone
who has passed, and their name or intention will be
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the
newsletter.

@ OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
&, \" |

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the
following intentions:

Filomena Mezzullo’s ints
Deceased members of Mercurio & Mezzullo Families
Maria Aversano RIP

CRIB APPEAL: Our Crib offerings are donated to the
Catholic Children’s Society. The Society provides a
range of services to help disadvantaged children and
families including mental health support, early years
education and emergency grants for families in crisis.
You can donate at the Crib or via the website at
www.cathchild.org.uk/crib.

CHRISTIAN UNITY SERVICE will be held on Sunday
25t January at 7pm in our parish on behalf of Churches
Together in Hoddesdon. All are welcome.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR
JANUARY: Let us pray that praying
with the Word of God be nourishment
for our lives and a source of hope in
our communities, helping us to build a

PRAYER GROUP will not be [ -'\
meeting in January. Details of the [Reat (
next date to meet will follow in due ‘
course.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next dates: 25t% January, 15% & 22nd
February.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
COME AND SEE will resume again on
Tuesday 6t January at 7.30pm in the crypt
and is for all who want to learn more about
becoming a Catholic, or if you missed one of the
Sacraments or if you simply want to renew your faith.

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME = &=
2026: The next meeting will be on Monday 12t

January at 7pm in the crypt. An email has now &
been sent to all parents with the 2026 dates. If you have

not received the email, please contact the presbytery.




FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be
on Sunday 4% January at 5pm in the crypt.

‘:" ) FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME
) 2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested
% in making their First Holy Communion in 2027,

please do contact the presbytery to register your
interest. The register is now available to sign for those
who have registered for the programme.

BAPTISM COURSE: The next .
course will be held on Wednesday [ P@Qﬂé’/ﬂ
21 January at 7.15pm in the S Prep Class
church. The course must be
completed before a Baptism can be arranged. To enrol
on the course, please contact the presbytery.

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE

SPUC WHITE FLOWER APPEAL: The

Society for the Protection of Unborn Children

will be holding its annual appeal on the

17%/18% January. SPUC exists to transform

culture so that abortion is not only abolished
but becomes unthinkable. The Society is actively leading
the fight in courts, classrooms and culture to achieve this
mission. Through these efforts we will restore a respect
for the sanctity of human life from conception until
natural death.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS
PARISH MAGAZINE in full colour is
now available to buy. It's our biggest
edition yet at 64 pages! You can buy it from
the presbytery during the week. The price
is £5 to cover the cost of printing.

LUNCH CLUB will resume again on the 6t January
2026.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED, SHURCH ~ CLEANING:

‘Church Cleaning Toni Iamarino, Assunta

l Iameo and Penny Benge.

*/ P ) Thank you for your help.

= More cleaners are needed

for the Wednesday and Thursday teams. If you can
help, please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online
https:/ /rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs.

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your
offering here by scanning the QR
Code with your smartphone.
Alternatively, there is a
contactless device at the left-hand
exit door of the church. If you are
a Tax Payer, please complete the
Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For
those whose finances are more stable at present, please

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out.
Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370

PRAYER OF THE
WEEK

Prayer of St Ambrose
for the Epiphanies of
the Magi, the Lord’s

Baptism and the Wedding Feast at Cana.

Most High God!

Thou that enkindlest

The fires of the shining stars!

O Jesus!

Thou that art peace and life and light and truth,
Hear and grant our prayers.

This present day has been made holy
By thy mystic baptism,

Whereby thou didst sanctify

Those waters of the Jordan,

‘Which of old were thrice turned back.

It is holy by the star shining in the heavens,
Whereby thou didst announce

The Virginal Mother’s delivery

And didst, on the same day,

Lead the Magi to adore thee n thy crib.

It 1s holy too,

By thy changing the water

Of the pitchers into wine;

‘Which the steward of the feast,
Knowing that he had not so filled them,
Drew forth for the guests.

Glory be to thee, O Lord Jesus,

That didst appear on this Day!

And to the Father and to the Holy Spirit,
For everlasting ages. Amen.
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 3d January Most Holy Name of Jesus
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Adele Beschizza Schia RIP

P ——————————.§y
4.00pm ltalian Mass™

6.30pm Mass Isabella Abrahams RIP

Sun 4th Jan SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY
9.15am Mass  For the Parish

11.15am Mass Kathleen Fitzpatrick RIP
e

Mon 5t January

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15 Mass Adrian Danden RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

7pm Vigil Mass for the Epiphany Pope Leo XIV

Tues 6™ January EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Helen Rooney RIP

12 noon Mass Ann McDonagh’s ints

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 7' January St Raymond of Penyafort
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Page 111 Parish Mass Books
Page 116 in Sunday Missals

1t Reading: Sirach 24: 1-2, 8-12
The wisdom of God has dwelt in the chosen people.

Ps 147 — The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

2nd Reading: Ephesians 1: 3-6, 15-18
He predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus.

Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Glory to you, O Christ,
proclaimed among the nations. Glory to you, O Christ,
believed in throughout the world. Allelvia.

Gospel: John 1: 1-18
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
BAPTISM OF THE LORD
(YEAR A)

1+t Reading: Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7
2nd Reading: Acts 10: 34-38
Gospel: Matthew 3: 13-17

9.15am Mass with both schools Regina Zulu RIP followed
by coffee in the crypt
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thurs 8t January

7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8.00am Mass Margaret Rooney & Family ints
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 9 January

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Frances Conway RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 10" January St Gregory of Nyssa
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Onofrio Dileto RiP

4.00pm ltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass Baby William O’Bryan & Kevin O’Bryan RIP

Sun 11% January BAPTISM OF THE LORD
9.15am Mass John Marsh RIP
11.15am Mass For the Parish

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 = 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any fime.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Tues 6th
Tues 6th

1pm Lunch club, crypt
2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted
through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti
i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta compilati, i questionari
devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




