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YEAR A SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 15™ FEBRUARY 2026
Gospel: Matthew 5: 17-37
It was said to those of old; but | say to you.

Repent is the operative word in this week which sees the start of Lent, the
period of inward scrutiny and renewal before our Easter celebrations. While
repentance is the mark of a healthy Christian lifestyle, it is also the call to
conversion for a lost world. Repenting is not like repainting, covering up the
cracks or the stains to make something look decorous. Repentance is the
deepest kind of therapy that we can undergo, where the Holy Spirit cleanses
deep within to cleanse us inside out, bringing to birth new life. Repentance
is not making an apology. We can make an apology for something without
repenting for having done it. Nor is repentance feeling sorry for something
we have done, because we can feel sorry, without it leading to reparation or
repenting for the thing we feel sorry for. In the public gaze public figures
often seem to give lame excuses when something blows up. They sometimes
say sorry but this can sound as if t hey are sorry that something has
happened and for the problems it may have caused, rather than
acknowledging personal culpability. Taking personal responsibility in
public office for one’s actions is rare. Taking ownership for fouling up can
be the most difficult thing for all of us because it involves humility and
losing face. We like to explain it away, with endless rationalisations, and even blame others or circumstantial issues. When I
served in a central London church, one day some local children plastered the entrance lobby with milkshakes. Naturally their
parents were not impressed, not least when presented with the unimpeachable evidence of the photos from the camera on the
wall. They hauled the youngsters into the lobby to face their reckoning, but even when the recorded images were replayed in
front of them, the children denied it was them or what they had done. Adults sometimes act no differently, denying culpability
even when the facts are evident. Owning up is the first principle of being a responsible human being. Adam found it difficult,
so did Eve, and so most of us will also. Even when there is regret and remorse, these fall far short of repentance. We may feel
regret or remorse for what has happened but not make any reparations for our actions or firm decision not to do it again. True
repentance is the recognition that our sin, or any sin, is an offence against the holiness of God. Repentance is acknowledging
that our actions have consequences, and that those actions are seen and heard in the tribunal of heaven. At the heart of true
repentance is our recognition that we have fallen short of what a loving God expects of his creation. Therefore, we must
recognise our culpability before a greater court than that of human beings. Those who truly repent know that they are
accountable to heaven, and that they will encounter God’s mercy and love. They know also that it is only God’s grace, working
upon our wills, that keeps us from sinning again. In our contrition, we appeal to God’s grace, for strength not to sin again.
Working through our nature, God’s grace lifts us up and leads us to renewal and the restoration of our relationships. True
repentance leads to a greater love of our neighbours. It has a social dimension. This is why the best word for what we call the
sacrament of confession or penance, is reconciliation. There is a horizontal and a vertical operation at work in our recovery
from sin. We are reconciled with God, but also with our neighbour, and especially our neighbours in church. This is why we
should not receive holy communion if our sin has caused a breach not only with our Heavenly Father but also with our
brothers and sisters who are the mystical body of Christ. There can be no communion where there is no union. Unrepented
sin causes an inevitable breach of community love. If we do not repent we remain under condemnation, but if we do repent,
we will find that our sins are washed away through the precious blood of Christ. This Ash Wednesday we will hear St Paul
imploring us ‘on behalf of Christ: be reconciled to God’, and the prophet Joel proclaiming the traditional invitation, ‘Return to me
with all your heart....return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love’. Through
God’s grace we will receive the anointing in ash, and welcome the words,” Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall
return....Repent and believe in the gospel’. Our present well-being and our eternal destiny depend upon it. Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY

SHEILA COOPER of Shooters Drive, Nazeing died

recently. Her Requiem will be on Tuesday 34 March at
1.15pm. May she rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Sheila Cooper, Elizabeth Vella and Vittorio
Licata, and for all those whose anniversaries occur at
this time including Giuseppe Galione, Peter Fry, Alfredo
Santaniello, Molly Zwager, Hester Counsell, Dorothea
Nelson, Pietro Gaiteri, Bridget Tyrell, Anthony Donati,
Paola Melillo, Francis Cassar, Luigi Lanza, Angelo
Licata, Felicity Asa, Maria & Onofrio Panepinto. May
their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed through the
mercy of God rest in peace.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR
FEBRUARY: Let us pray that children
\ suffering from incurable diseases and
their families receive the necessary
medical care and support, never losing
strength and hope.

will be on Thursday 5t March. All [Eew
are welcome.

PRAYER GROUP The next meeting Prayer "y

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next dates: 15th & 2274 February & 8t March.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on
15t & 15t March. More helpers are needed to help with
the liturgy and training will be given. Please contact the
presbytery if you would like to find out more.

O OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
8, @ CANDLES: We now have special candles
from Walsingham which can be lit to be
placed on the plinth around the statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You
can book the candle for any intentions or for someone
who has passed, and their name or intention will be
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the
newsletter.

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the
following intentions:

Difato Family ints
Inchenko Family ints
Martin Galligan ints
Seamus Galligan ints

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS & READERS
ROTAS: The next rotas for the period March - June
will be drawn up shortly. Please therefore advise of
any dates that you are NOT available during this
period by 18t February AT THE LATEST to Pat
Kavanagh for 9.15 am Mass (tel 07485 284007 or 01992
449282 or email patandcarolkav@btinternet.com) and
Dawn Bates for 6.30pm and 11.15am Masses (tel
440986 or email hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk). Please

also advise of any changes in personal contact details
e.g. address, telephone number etc. Once drawn up,
all rotas will be dispatched by email unless requested
otherwise. Thank you.

MASS OF THANKSGIVING s guficasiul
FOR THE SACRAMENT OF ozl i \8
MATRIMONY will be held at i : ¢
Westminster Cathedral on e = "’

. ife: 3 o/ amzv un:l
Saturday 23rd May at 2:30pm. oo .0 gfebene ot

The Archbishop is inviting to this
Mass all couples in the Diocese, who are celebrating
their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every
year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage
in 2026. If you are celebrating an anniversary, please
contact the presbytery with the following details:
husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal
address and contact email (or telephone number, if no
email) by 13t April.

A DEANERY MASS WITH
ARCHBISHOP Richard Moth will be held
on Wednesday 11% March at Our Lady,
. Queen of Apostles Church, 141 Woodhall

Lane, Welwyn Garden City AL7 3TP. Mas

will be held at 6.30pm and all are

welcome.

WESTMINSTER DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO
LOURDES 17th - 24th July 2026. You can register at:
https://pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk/registration-form/ or
via the Pilgrimage Office on 0207 798 9173. If you would
like to sponsor or fundraise for an Assisted Pilgrim,
member of the medical team or volunteer then please
also contact the Pilgrimage Office for further details.

ADORATION with Taizé chants and
Holy Family devotions will be held on
Sunday 2274 February from 7-8pm.

LENT

ASH WEDNESDAY is on 18t
February and Mass will be at
9.15am, 12 noon and 7pm. Ash
Wednesday is a day of fasting (for
those aged 14+). This means that
we consciously choose to eat less - one main meal only
- and that we avoid meat.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be prayed in
church each Friday (12.30pm after Mass) and
Saturday (9.30am before Mass.) Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament will take place at 9am on Saturday
mornings in Lent.

EXTRA CONFESSIONS IN LENT: Fr Julian will be
available to hear confessions on Fridays in Lent
during Exposition 6-6.30pm.

LENT WALK WITH ME journey of
prayer booklets for £1.50 can be found at
the back of the church by the newspapers.
Please place your money in the
newspaper box in the wall at the back of
church.
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EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS LENTEN
REFRESHER for all Eucharistic Ministers will be
held on Saturday 14t March from 11-12 noon in
church.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
COME AND SEE will meet again on Tuesday
17t February at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for
all who want to learn more about becoming a
Catholic, or if you missed one of the Sacraments or if you
simply want to renew your faith.

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME ™/
2026: The next meeting will be on Monday ’{
23rd February at 7pm in the crypt.

I YOUTH CONFIRMATION
PRAYER PARTNERS are needed
for all the candidates on the
" programme. A prayer partner
prays for a candidate at least twice a day, whilst they
are preparing to make their Confirmation. If you
would like to become a prayer partner, please print
your name on the sheet on the noticeboard at the back
of church.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be
on Sunday 1%t March at 5pm in the crypt.

~( .~ FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
- 2=« PROGRAMME: Application forms for
ot children currently in year 2 who wish to
make their First Holy Communion in May 2027 are
now available to collect from the presbytery, or you
can email the presbytery to request the form. Details
of the course will be given with the form. You will
need to commit to attending weekly Mass. If you are
unable to commit, please defer applying for the
course until next year. Please note the deadline to
return the forms is on the 16t February 2026.

BAPTISM COURSE: The
next course will be held on
Wednesday 18t March
from 7.15-8.15pm in the church. The course must be
completed before a Baptism can be arranged. To enrol
on the course, please contact the presbytery.

SCHOOLS

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 CLUB winner for
February was number 105, Mrs Lorraine Horne.
Congratulations!

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS
SUNDAY COFFEE MORNINGS
after the 9.15am Mass need more volunteeks
volunteers to help. It would only “EEDED
be one Sunday every six weeks. If
you can help, please contact the presbytery.

EIHM JIN EMMAUS WALK will be on Saturday 28"
w A LK February at 2pm. Details to follow.

BROXBOURNE CATENIAN CIRCLE are organising a
PILGRIMAGE TO ASSISI in late September/early
October. Thank you to all who have booked for this trip.
At Father Julian's request we have managed to get the
cut-off date extended until Friday 20th February. In our
reserved allocation of rooms, we have 4 Double/ Twins
and 1 Single remaining and available. Booking forms
and deposit (£150pp) can be returned to the presbytery
by 19th so that we achieve the cut-off date. Any

questions or further information contact Denis Murphy
07802 866226

CATHOLIC HERALD: Beginning in Spring, the
Catholic Herald will transition from its monthly
magazine to a quarterly journal, published in February,
May, September and December. You can purchase a
copy from the back of the church.

CHURCH CLEANING: Pat Kavanagh, Sue Alvey,
Mima Salvo and Val. Thank you for your help. More
cleaners are needed for the Wednesday and Thursday
teams. If you can help, please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online
https:/ /rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs.

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your offering
here by scanning the QR Code with your
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a
contactless device at the left-hand exit
door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please
complete the Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For
those whose finances are more stable at present, please
consider your parish giving, to help the parish out.
Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 14" February Sts Cyril & Methodius

9.00am Mass Giuseppe Veneziani RIP

P —
4.00pm ltalian Mass™

6.30pm Mass For the Parish

Sun 15" February SIXTH SUNDAY IN O.T.
9.15am Mass Marie O’Brien’s ints

11.15am Mass Maria & Onofrio Panepinto RIP anniv
———— — |

Mon 16t February

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15 Mass Ann Teather RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 17" February

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Valerie O’Hare’s ints

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 18t Feb ASH WEDNESDAY

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9.15am Mass Margaret Baxter RIP followed by coffee in
the crypt

12 noon Mass Private intention

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Page 136 Parish Mass Books
Page 709 in Sunday Missals

1t Reading: Sirach 15: 15-20
He has not commanded anyone to be ungodly.

Ps 119 — Blessed are those who walk in the law of the
Lord!

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 2; 6-10
A wisdom God decreed before the ages for our glory.

Gospel Accl. Alleluig, alleluia. | thank you Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, you have revealed the secrets
of the kingdom fto little children. Alleluia.

Gospel: Matthew 5: 17-37
It was said to those of old; but | say to you.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
(YEAR A)

15t Reading: Genesis 2: 7-9; 3: 1-7
2nd Reading: Romans 5: 12-19
Gospel: Matthews 4: 1-11

7pm Mass Tom & Teresa Delaney’s ints

Thurs 19t February

7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8.00am Mass Mic Butler’s ints

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 20" February Sts Francisco and Jacinta Marto
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Mary Brady’s ints

12.30pm Stations of the Cross

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 21+t February St Peter Damian

9.00am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament

9.30am Stations of the Cross

10am Mass Michele & Pelle De Luca’s 50" Wedding Anniv

4.00pm Italian Mass™
6.30pm Mass Georgio, Pino & Mario Azzopardi RIP

Sun 22" February FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
9.15am Mass Green Family ints

11.15am Mass For the Parish

7-8pm Adoration with Taizé chants

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 — 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Tues 17th
Tues 17th

1pm Lunch club, crypt
2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt

Tues 17t 7.30pm Come & see, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be
posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI:
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




