
      The Announcer 

                St Augustine’s Catholic Church 
The Presbytery, Esdaile Lane, Hoddesdon, EN11 8DS   Tel: 01992-440986 

Parish Priest: Fr Julian Davies 
E-mail: hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk   Web-site: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon 

FaceBook: “CatholicHoddesdon” Secretary: Dawn Bates (Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, 9am–4pm) 
Also in residence: Fr Mathews Valiyaputhenpura Joy (Chaplain to Knanaya community) 

Safeguarding parish rep: Joy Ighade—hoddesdonSG3@rcdow.org.uk 
Italian safeguarding rep: Rossetta Tona — italianmissionsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

 

YEAR A              FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME          8TH FEBRUARY 2026 
Gospel: Matthew 5: 13-16 
You are the light of the world.  

Jesus often used pictures to convey the truth of God’s kingdom. 
Image is important, which is why it must always be a vehicle for 
truth not for deception. Whose image are we reflecting? What 
image do we present to the world? Here at St Augustine’s our 
new projector, hidden behind the reredos will be capable of 
projecting images upon the east wall. The wall will act as the 
screen, enabling us to show images and text, reflecting the 
themes of the liturgical calendar and thus enhancing our 
worship. The changes of the 1970 and 1980s left an empty space 
behind the altar and a very high blank east wall. The wall was 
crying out for a work of religious art but rather than installing 
one which would never change, and doubtless would not suit 
everyone’s tastes, we shall now be able to project images which 
will reinforce the Christian gospel and the word of God. Amazingly this is at no cost to ourselves since we received an 
incredibly generous donation, restricted only for this specific purpose, and not to be used for any running costs of the church. 
This gift will expand our spatial awareness, and allow the sacred space to be transfigured. Heaven is a place of eternal 
spaciousness -in my Father’s house are many rooms. To see religious themes in a greater light, points us to the reality of 
heaven, just as happened on the Mount of Transfiguration. So, we pray that our new projector will be a vehicle to lift our 
thoughts and senses to the truth of God. The true question however is not whether our new projector will project heaven to 
us, but whether we project heaven to others. Does the kingdom of heaven mean anything to us? Most people think of heaven 
as a destination for the future. Yet Jesus talks about it as a present reality. Repent and believe the kingdom of God. It is the 
clarion call of the gospel and the Church.  Jesus’ central teaching is that God’s kingdom is breaking through into our lives 
now and that it demands our urgent response. He asks us to pray for the coming of God’s kingdom, so that there will be a 
fusion of the heavenly with the earthly realm. Do we belong to God’s kingdom, which restores our humanity from its fallen 
state or are we shackled to the kingdom of man, where ego reigns and drags us down into the isolation and destruction of 
hell? Whose image and likeness is threatened? Confronted by opponents wanting to accuse him of being disloyal to the Roman 
authorities, Jesus held a coin, and asked them whose image it was. Predictably they answered Caesar’s. Yet they were the true 
rebels for Genesis says that our image belongs to God. The human predicament is that we are wired and designed to image 
our Creator, yet our sin prevents it. Only by being configured to Jesus, as we repent and welcome the good news of his 
kingdom do we discover our true identity. Jesus displays God’s image and likeness fully.  No one has seen God, Jesus tells 
us, but he has made him known. Seeing Jesus is seeing the Father who sent him. Christ became one of us in order that we 
could become like God. Being configured to Jesus, however, goes beyond reflecting his mere likeness. Once baptised, we 
literally are in Christ, sharing his very life.  The moon, which has no light of its own, reflects the light of the sun. In Christ we 
are not like the moon merely reflecting, we actually share the light of the Son. In today’s gospel, Jesus tells his disciples that 
they are the light of the world. The very light Jesus says of himself, ‘I am the light of the world’, is the same light of the disciples. 
This is the only occasion where Jesus applies an attribute of one of his ‘I am’ statements, to us also. He doesn’t say for example 
that we are the door, the way or the life. We all know however that the light which Christ has entrusted to us doesn’t burn as 
brightly as it should in our lives. It flickers and it falters. We can even dim it. Therefore, he tells us ‘to let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven’.  The works which Christ works in us give 
glory to his Father. Time for some divine Son bathing and Son processing! Doctor Isaiah today has a good prescription for 
those of us who want to shine more brightly. His words are very challenging. I dare us to enact them. Then shall your light 
break forth like the dawn, and your healing spring up speedily….then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the 
noonday’.                                                                                                                                                                                             Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Jordan Onuora 
Iffanyi who will be baptised this weekend. 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will 
take place from 5-6pm on Monday evening, due to the 
Confirmation meeting.  
 

SHEILA COOPER of Shooters Drive, Nazeing died 
recently. Details of her funeral will follow in due course.  
                                                               May she rest in peace. 

 
PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Sheila Cooper, Elizabeth Vella, Vittorio Licata, 
Maria Carvalho and Christine Bolton and for all those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time including Phyllis 
Dolan, Rosa Augello, Mary Davies, Filomena Tona, 
Mary Syed, Albert & Irene Willmer, Salvatore Di Maria, 
Maureen Crotty, Freda Porter, Barbara Hoffman, Josie 
Brien, Christopher Reid and Mary & Denis O’Donovan. 
May their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR 

FEBRUARY: Let us pray that children 
suffering from incurable diseases and 
their families receive the necessary 
medical care and support, never losing 

strength and hope. 
 

PRAYER GROUP The next meeting 
will be on Thursday 5th March.  All 
are welcome. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 15th & 22nd February. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on 
8th February and 1st & 15th March.  More helpers are 
needed to help with the liturgy and training will be 
given.  Please contact the presbytery if you would like 
to find out more.  
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 
CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 
 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

 
Sheila Cooper RIP 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS & READERS 
ROTAS: The next rotas for the period March – June 
will be drawn up shortly. Please therefore advise of 

any dates that you are NOT available during this 
period by 18th February AT THE LATEST to Pat 
Kavanagh for 9.15 am Mass (tel 07485 284007 or 01992 
449282 or email patandcarolkav@btinternet.com) and 
Dawn Bates for 6.30pm and 11.15am Masses (tel 
440986 or email hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk). Please 
also advise of any changes in personal contact details 
e.g. address, telephone number etc. Once drawn up, 
all rotas will be dispatched by email unless requested 
otherwise. Thank you. 
 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING 
FOR THE SACRAMENT OF 
MATRIMONY will be held at 
Westminster Cathedral on 
Saturday 23rd May at 2:30pm. 
The Archbishop is inviting to this 
Mass all couples in the Diocese, who are celebrating 
their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every 

year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage 
in 2026.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please 
contact the presbytery with the following details: 
husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal 
address and contact email (or telephone number, if no 
email) by 13th April.  
 
WESTMINSTER DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO 

LOURDES 17th – 24th July 2026. You can register at: 

https://pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk/registration-form/ or 

via the Pilgrimage Office on 0207 798 9173. If you would 

like to sponsor or fundraise for an Assisted Pilgrim, 

member of the medical team or volunteer then please 

also contact the Pilgrimage Office for further details. 

ADORATION with Taizé chants and 

Holy Family devotions will be held on 

Sunday 22nd February from 7-8pm.  

LENT 
ASH WEDNESDAY is on 18th 

February and Mass will be at 
9.15am, 12 noon and 8pm.  Ash 
Wednesday is a day of fasting (for 
those aged 14+). This means that 

we consciously choose to eat less – one main meal only 
– and that we avoid meat.  
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 
CATECHETICS 

COME AND SEE will meet again on Tuesday 

10th February at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for 
all who want to learn more about becoming a 
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Catholic, or if you missed one of the Sacraments or if you 
simply want to renew your faith. 
 
YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 

2026: The next meeting will be on Monday 9th 

February at 7pm in the crypt. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION 
PRAYER PARTNERS are needed 
for all the candidates on the 
programme. A prayer partner 

prays for a candidate at least twice a day, whilst they 
are preparing to make their Confirmation. If you 
would like to become a prayer partner, please print 
your name on the sheet on the noticeboard at the back 
of church. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 8th February at 5pm in the crypt. 
 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
PROGRAMME: Application forms for 
children currently in year 2 who wish to 

make their First Holy Communion in May 2027 are 
now available to collect from the presbytery, or you 
can email the presbytery to request the form. Details 
of the course will be given with the form. You will 
need to commit to attending weekly Mass.  If you are 
unable to commit, please defer applying for the 
course until next year.  Please note the deadline to 
return the forms is on the 16th February 2026.   
 
BAPTISM COURSE: The 
next course will be held on 
Wednesday 18th March 
from 7.15-8.15pm in the church. The course must be 
completed before a Baptism can be arranged. To enrol 
on the course, please contact the presbytery. 
 

 

SCHOOLS 

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S need to replace their 
four heaters at a cost of £8442.96. If anyone would like 
to donate towards the cost, please drop your donation 
into the presbytery in an envelope marked Under 5’s.  
 

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5S are looking for an 
enthusiastic early year’s practitioner to 
join our small and friendly team as soon as 
possible. The duties will include covering 
playgroup afternoon sessions and helping 
to run our Tuesday morning toddler and 
baby sessions. Hours will be flexible as 

required. An Early Years Childcare and Education 
qualification or equivalent would be an advantage, 
experience working with children is essential. For 
further info please email 
staugustinesunder5s@hotmail.co.uk or call on 01992 
460614. Apply with covering letter and CV to St 
Augustine’s Under 5s Charlton Close Hoddesdon EN11 

8DR.CLOSING DATE Thursday 12th February. 
 

 
SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 

SUNDAY COFFEE MORNINGS 

after the 9.15am Mass need more 
volunteers to help. It would only 
be one Sunday every six weeks. If 
you can help, please contact the presbytery.  
 

‘INSTRUCTIONS FOR MY FUNERAL MASS’ leaflets 
are available beside the newsletters at the back of 
church, if you wish to complete one. Please hand the 
completed copy into the presbytery.  

 

EMMAUS WALK will be on Saturday 28th 

February at 2pm.  Details to follow. 
 

CRIB APPEAL: This year the amount collected was 
£870.14 for the Catholic Children’s Society, 
Westminster.  Thank you to all who donated.  
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Estrella Clucas, Tina Pegna, Pat 
Callanan and Maria Goodwin. Thank you for your help.  
More cleaners are needed for the Wednesday and 

Thursday teams. If you can help, please contact the 
presbytery. 
 
DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

FINANCE 

NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit 
door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please 
complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 

K11thWORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE SICK 
FEAST OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

11TH FEBRUARY 

FEAST F 
Loving Father, Your Son accepted our sufferings to 
teach us the virtue of patience in human illness. Hear 
the prayers we offer for our sick brothers and sisters. 
May all who suffer pain, illness or disease realise 
that they are chosen to be saints, and know that they 
are joined to Christ for the salvation of the world, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 7th February Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Adele Beschizza Schia RIP 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Mary & Denis O’Donovan RIP 
 

Sun 8th February FIFTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass    Albert & Irene Willmer RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish  

Page 133 Parish Mass Books  
Page 706 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Isaiah 58: 6-10 
Your light shall break forth like the dawn.  
 

Ps 112 — A light rises in the darkness for the upright. 
 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 2; 1-5 
I proclaimed to you the mystery of Christ crucified. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. I am the light of the 
world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will have the 
light of life. Alleluia. 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 5: 13-16 
You are the light of the world. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
SIXTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: Sirach 15: 15-20 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 2: 6-10 
Gospel: Matthews 5: 17-37 

Mon 9th February  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Kevin Murphy RIP  
5-6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 10th February St Scholastica 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Briege & Helen’s ints 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 11th Feb Our Lady of Lourdes World Day of Sick 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Patricia Smith RIP followed by coffee in the 
crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 12th February St Julian  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.00am Mass Noel O’Brien RIP 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 13th February St Catherine de Ricci 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Decd members of Acquisto Family 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Saturday 14th February Sts Cyril & Methodius 
9am Mass Giuseppe Veneziani RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 15th February SIXTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass   Marie O’Brien’s ints 
11.15am Mass Maria & Onofrio Panepinto RIP anniv 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Mon 9th             7pm Confirmation, crypt 
Tues 10th          1pm Lunch club, crypt 
Tues 10th           2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt 

Tues 10th             7.30pm Come & see, crypt 
Wed 11th             6pm Brownies, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. 
— NEW PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed 
forms should be posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery 
letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano 
vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della 
posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


