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YEAR A                                 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT                  1ST MARCH 2026 
Gospel: Matthew 17: 1-9 
His face shone like the sun.  

Many people have never bothered to read Jesus’ words or what is 
written about him in the bible. They think they know what he says, or 
is said about him. Consequently, they concoct a false picture in their 
minds, a false identity about who he is. They may receive what 
someone else says about him but this sometimes falls short of the true 
picture. Of course, hearing Jesus’s words is no guarantee that we are 
really listening to what he says. There is a world of difference between 
hearing and listening. In today’s gospel reading, the amazing recount 
of the Transfiguration, when Jesus changed in appearance before his 
disciples, Peter and the other disciples were told to listen to Jesus. As 
they looked in amazement, the disciples were overshadowed by a 
cloud, and heard the words, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him’. To understand the significance of this we have to 
remember that the voice of God had not been audibly heard among 
the chosen people for centuries. It was ‘heard’ through the reading of 
scriptures, and through the voice of prophecy, but not audibly as on 
this occasion. The encounter shook the disciples to the core, and its 
effects we can see in what Matthew says. ‘They fell on their faces and were 
terrified’. Not only did God validate the person of Jesus, he also recognised his Son’s voice as his own. The disciples were to 
listen to the voice of Jesus because the voice of God had told them. Hence the difference between the voice of God and the 
voice of Jesus was not qualitative. They were vocally equal. The voice of God was heard often in relative silence. It was a still 
small voice, after a cacophony of other sounds, which Elijah heard. We will never listen to the voice of God if we are not 
prepared to quieten ourselves, open our ears and close our lips. Like ourselves, the disciples sometimes felt the need to speak 
when there was a greater need to be silent. Peter feels he has to say something, so he interrupts the scene by suggesting that 
they capture the moment, but as he was still speaking, God’s words silence him and remind him that rather than talking he 
should focus on Jesus and listen to him. True communication is Christ centred. There is a desperate lack of communication in 
our world, because we are not attuned to Christ. We construct our lives and identities around social media, drawn towards 
influencers, forgetting who is the Influencer who should be commanding our attention. What religious voices do we prefer to 
Jesus? To whose idolatrous enticement have we succumbed? To listen to Jesus is to be drawn into the heart of true worship. 
It is fitting therefore that the Transfiguration is a revelation of the glory of heaven. An icon writer, depicting the 
Transfiguration, will couch the scene in gold, to represent the fact that this was no ordinary light which the disciples witnessed 
on Mount Tabor. An icon depicts no shadows, such as emanate from natural light, because this is the light of heaven, the light 
before the creation. In the Transfiguration, Jesus is revealed as the Light which lightens all things and gives life to the world. 
In his high priestly prayer at the Last Supper, as he contemplates his death and resurrection, Jesus will ask his Father to restore 
to him the glory which he had before the creation of the world. Now on Mount Tabor, long before the cross, the disciples 
witness that glory for themselves, in front of their very eyes. No wonder Jesus asks them not to disclose to anyone what they 
have seen until after the Resurrection. There can be no glory without the cross, and the disciples will painfully discover this 
for themselves in the events surrounding Calvary. The journey to Jerusalem to win our redemption, that exodus as Luke calls 
it, was the subject of the very conversation which Jesus was having with Elijah and Moses, before the eyes of the disciples. 
The light of Jesus’ transfigured body anticipates the glory of the Resurrection, but as Pope Benedict writes. ‘This is the crucial 
point: the transfiguration is an anticipation of the Resurrection, but this presupposes death. Jesus expresses his glory to the Apostles so 
that they may have the strength to face the scandal of the Cross and understand that it is necessary to pass through many tribulations to 
reach the Kingdom of God’.                                                                                                                                                                  Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS will be held on Friday 6th March 

for the sick of the parish and there will be an emphasis 
on healing.  
 

SHEILA COOPER of Shooters Drive, Nazeing died 
recently. Her Requiem will be on Tuesday 3rd March at 
1.15pm.       
 

VITTORIO LICATA of Dane End died recently. His 
Requiem will be on Friday 6th March at 3pm. 
 

DOMENICO RANDAZZO of Birdie Way died 
recently.  His Requiem will be on Monday 16th March at 

12 noon.                                              May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Sheila Cooper, Domenico Randazzo, 
Elizabeth Vella and Vittorio Licata, and for all those 
whose anniversaries occur at this time including Mario 
Vaccaro, Joseph Stephen, William Harte, Cecilia 
D’Abreu, Carmelo Ventura, Pauline Maffrett, Claudio 
Agnes, Joseph Willing, Giuseppe Russo, Delia Virgo, 
Sonia Wilson, Veronica Perrotta, Carmina Martucci, 
Providenza Esposito, Mary Banks, Francesco 
Cannatella, Michael O’Reilly and Maria Aversano. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MARCH: 
Let us pray that nations move toward 
effective disarmament, particularly 
nuclear disarmament, and that world 
leaders choose the path of dialogue and 

diplomacy instead of violence. 

PRAYER GROUP PRAYER 

GROUP The next meeting will be 
on Thursday 12th March, with no 
meeting in April, resuming Thursday 7th May. All are 

welcome. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 8th 22nd & 29th March. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on 
1st & 15th March.  More helpers are needed to help with 
the liturgy and training will be given.  Please contact the 
presbytery if you would like to find out more.  
 
MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY will be held at 
Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 23rd May at 

2:30pm. The Archbishop is inviting to this Mass all 
couples in the Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th 
10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year 

over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage in 
2026.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please 
contact the presbytery with the following details: 
husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal 
address and contact email (or telephone number, if no 
email) by 13th April 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 

 

A DEANERY MASS WITH 
ARCHBISHOP Richard Moth will be held 
on Wednesday 11th March at Our Lady, 
Queen of Apostles Church, 141 Woodhall 
Lane, Welwyn Garden City AL7 3TP.  Mas 
will be held at 6.30pm and all are 

welcome.  
 
WESTMINSTER DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO 

LOURDES 17th – 24th July 2026. You can register at: 

https://pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk/registration-form/ or 

via the Pilgrimage Office on 0207 798 9173. If you would 

like to sponsor or fundraise for an Assisted Pilgrim, 

member of the medical team or volunteer then please 

also contact the Pilgrimage Office for further details. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER will be held on Friday 6th 

March at 11am at Methodist Church, Middlefield Road. 
This will be followed by coffee and lunch. A service will 
also be held at Wormley Community Centre, Fairfield 
Drive, at 7.30pm. Refreshments will follow afterwards. 
 

LENT 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be prayed in church 
each Friday (12.30pm after Mass) and Saturday (9.30am 
before Mass.) Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will 
take place at 9am on Saturday mornings in Lent.  
 

EXTRA CONFESSIONS IN LENT: Fr Julian will be 
available to hear confessions on Fridays in Lent during 

Exposition 6-6.30pm. 
 

LENTEN ALMS: Cardinal’s Lenten 
Appeal across the Diocese supports one 

shared mission: helping people 
encounter Christ and live that faith in 
love and service. Through Education, 
Youth Evangelisation and Marriage & 

Family Life the diocese forms hearts, nurtures faith and 
strengthens families within our parishes. 
Through Social Action, that formed faith reaches 
outward, ensuring that no one in our communities faces 
life’s hardest moments alone. You can donate at 
www.rcdow.org.uk/LentenAppeal or you will find the 
box throughout Lent in church.  

 
CAFOD LENT FAST DAY was last Friday. The 
envelopes will be collected this weekend. You can 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

Holy Souls 
Private intention  

Sheila Cooper RIP 
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donate online at cafod.org.uk/envelope, call 0303 303 
3030 or text CAFODLENT to 70085 to donate £10. 
You can also donate using the QR code.  
 

LENT WALK WITH ME journey of 
prayer booklets for £1.50 can be found at 
the back of the church by the newspapers. 
Please place your money in the 
newspaper box in the wall at the back of 
church.  

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS LENTEN 
REFRESHER for all Eucharistic Ministers will be 
held on Saturday 14th March from 11-12 noon in 
church.  
 
PENITENTIAL SERVICE for the parish will be on 
Wednesday 25th March at 11.30am & 7.30pm.  
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 
CATECHETICS 

COME AND SEE will meet again on Tuesday 

3rd March at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for all 
who want to learn more about becoming a 

Catholic, or if you missed one of the Sacraments or if you 
simply want to renew your faith. 
 
YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 

2026: The next meeting will be on Monday 9th 

March at 7pm in the crypt. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION 
PRAYER PARTNERS are needed 
for all the candidates on the 
programme. A prayer partner 

prays for a candidate at least twice a day, whilst they 
are preparing to make their Confirmation. If you 
would like to become a prayer partner, please print 
your name on the sheet on the noticeboard at the back 
of church. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 1st March at 5pm in the crypt. 
 

BAPTISM COURSE: The 
next course will be held on 
Wednesday 18th March 
from 7.15-8.15pm in the church. The course must be 
completed before a Baptism can be arranged. To enrol 
on the course, please contact the presbytery. 

 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE 
 

WESTMINSTER DIOCESE JUSTICE & PEACE 
LECTURE 2026 The second annual Justice and Peace 
Lecture which will be given by Charles Wookey, 
formerly CEO of Blueprint for Business, and for the last 
three decades advisor on social and ethical issues to 
archbishops of Westminster and at the Bishops' 
Conference of England and Wales. He will speak on the 
topic ' Living out Catholic Social Teaching in Today's 
Britain'. A response will be given by the young scholar 
Dr Charles Bury of the University of Manchester. The 
lecture will take place at Farm Street Church of the 
Immaculate Conception, 114 Mount Street, London 
W1K 3AH, on March 25th at 7pm. Access to the church 
is from Farm Street or Mount Street. After the lecture in 
the church all are invited to a buffet reception in the 
Arrupe Hall. All are welcome. If you would like to 
attend please reply to justiceandpeace@rcdow.org.uk by 
March 1st 2026. 

 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 

CHURCH CLEANING: Toni Iamarino, Assunta Iameo 
and Penny Benge. Thank you for your help.  More 
cleaners are needed for the Wednesday and Thursday 

teams. If you can help, please contact the presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ 
 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit 
door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please 
complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

GIFT AID:  Many parishioners have 
already signed Gift-Aid forms, 
which enables the parish to collect 
the tax on the donations they have 

made through envelopes or standing orders.  There is no 
further cost to the donor but the parish is able to claim 
another £1 for every £4 donated under Gift Aid.  You 
will need to be a UK taxpayer to sign a Gift-Aid form 
and you will find some forms at the back of the church 
beside the newsletters. If your circumstances have 
changed and you pay insufficient or no tax, simply 
inform a.s.a.p. the Presbytery, and your Gift-Aid 
declaration will be cancelled. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
Saturday 28th February  
9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.30am Stations of the Cross 
10am Mass Patrick & Nell McDonagh & Family 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 1st March SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
9.15am Mass    Michael O’Reilly RIP 
11.15am Mass Maria Aversano RIP 

Page 155 Parish Mass Books  
Page 159 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Genesis 12: 1-4a 
The call of Abram, the father of the People of God. 
 

Ps 33 — May your merciful love be upon us, as we hope 
in you, O Lord.  
 

2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 1: 8b-10 
God calls and enlightens us. 

 
Gospel Accl. Glory to you, O Christ, Wisdom of God 
the Father. From a bright cloud, the Father’s voice was 
heard: ‘This is my beloved Son, listen to him.’ Glory to 
you, O Christ, Wisdom of God the Father.  
 
Gospel:  Matthew 17: 1-9 
His face shone like the sun.  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT  

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: Exodus 17: 3-7 
2nd Reading: Romans 5: 1-2, 5-8 
Gospel: John 4: 5-42 

Mon 2nd March  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Don Couling RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 3rd March  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Gina Gullo RIP 
1.15pm Requiem Sheila Cooper RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 4th March St Casimir 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Private int followed by coffee in the crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 5th March  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.00am Mass Rattigan & Brennan Family intentions 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 6th March Women’s World Day of Prayer 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Private intention  
12.30pm Stations of the Cross 
3pm Requiem Vittorio Licata RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
7pm Mass Sick of the Parish 
 

Saturday 7th March Sts Perpetua & Felicity  
9.00am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
9.30am Stations of the Cross  
10am Mass Giuseppina Gibilaro RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass John Kelly RIP 
 

Sun 8th March THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
9.15am Mass   Francesco Cannatella RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 3rd          1pm Lunch club, crypt 
Tues 3rd           2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt 

Tues 3rd            7.30pm Come & see, crypt 
 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted 
through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti 
i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari 
devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


