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YEAR A FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 22ND MARCH 2026

Gospel: John 11: 1-45
I am the resurrection and the life.

The raising of Lazarus, Jesus’ friend, was greater than the
two other recorded miracles of Jesus raising someone
from the dead: the widow of Nain's son and Jairus’
daughter. Both of these had died relatively recently before
their raising, the widow of Nain’s son the day before, the
daughter of Jairus a few hours. In contrast, Lazarus had
been dead for four days. Although he had been told that
Lazarus was seriously ill, Jesus deliberately stayed away
and did not rush to visit him. In fact, though Jesus knew
that Lazarus’ illness was terminal and imminent, he
waited until Lazarus was dead before travelling to
Bethany. He even said he was glad that he wasn’t present
at the time of his friend’s death. The disciples were
dumbfounded at Jesus’ response as it seemed to go against normal behaviour and the way in which Jesus usually responded
to human need. ‘For your sake, Jesus told them, I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe’. If the disciples were suitably
surprised at Jesus’ lack of urgency, so too were Lazarus’ two sisters. Mary and Martha had often welcomed and entertained
Jesus at Bethany. The warmth that they had extended to Jesus, he seemed not to extend to them now in their hour of need.
When Jesus eventually turns up, four days after Lazarus” death, the sisters” anguish and despondency is palpable: "Lord if you
had been here, my brother would not have died’. Their response is common to many who have lost a loved one. Where was God
when I most needed him? Why did God allow this to happen? Such searching questions find their answer in the raising of
Lazarus, but even more in Jesus’ own resurrection from the dead. The two are different. Jesus did not resurrect Lazarus. He
raised him from the dead not to a heavenly existence but to a mortal one. Lazarus would have to die again, and like us all,
after death, he awaits his own resurrection in the resurrection on the last day. Only Jesus has been raised from the dead never
to die again. The raising of Lazarus was a sign, indeed the greatest of Jesus’ signs, of his glory. The vision of that glory, Jesus
promised to all who believed in him and put their trust in him, even before his own resurrection. ‘Did I not tell you that you
that if you believed, you would see the glory of God” he says to Martha. Through Lazarus’ raising, Jesus was revealing to us the
glory of his divine presence, even on earth. Belief in Jesus is key. Heaven is not a distant place to which the faithful aspire
when they die, but an increasing present reality impinging upon our earthly lives now. We are called to be recipients and
partakers of the divine life, and even now as we place our trust in the saving work of Christ, we can experience something of
the heavenly existence destined for us as the children of God. In the face of whatever predicament in life.....sorrow,
disappointment, despair, crushing illness.. Jesus words bring more than hope. They bring the assurance that we are alive in
Him. ‘I am the resurrection and the life, “he tells Martha. Not I will be the resurrection and the life, but I am the resurrection and
the life, now. The joy that Christ brings is not just for the future. It is a present reality, opening out into the most sublime
reservoir of grace and goodness unimaginable. Our homeland is not here. It is heaven, and in Christ we already touch its
threshold. Our sinful nature gets in the way and needs regularly to be taken to the cross. St Paul today tells us that our fallen
nature (what he calls the flesh-he doesn’t mean our God given bodies, but going it alone without God) can never please God.
Through the indwelling Spirit who brings us to life, we are drawn towards our loving Creator, who through the saving work
of Christ draws us away from deadly inclinations into his presence of lasting freedom, peace and joy. As Pope Francis wrote,
‘Christ is not resigned to the tombs we have built for ourselves. He invites us, almost orders us, to come out of the tomb in which our sins
have buried us. He calls us insistently to come out of the darkness of that prison in which we are enclosed, content with a false, selfish and
mediocre life. It is an invitation to true freedom-to let ourselves be freed...from the bandages of pride. For pride makes of us slaves...Our
resurrection begins here: when we decide to obey Jesus’ command by coming out into the light, into life; when the masks falls from our face
and we find again the courage of our original face, created in the image and likeness of God’'. Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY
CONGRATULATIONS to Warnakulasuriya Shenol
Mathew Fernando who will be making his First Holy
Communion at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will
be from 5-6pm on Monday evening, due to the
Confirmation meeting.

MARY LEE-LOZONE of St Michael’s Close died

recently. Her Requiem will be on Monday 30t March at
12 noon. May she rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Mary Lee-Lozone and Domenico Randazzo
and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this time
including David Greenall, Rosalind Needham, Brendan
O’Sullivan Francesco Gulisano, Calogero Bellanca and
Susan Harwood. May their souls and the souls of all the
faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.

POPE’'S INTENTION FOR MARCH:
Let us pray that nations move toward
effective  disarmament, particularly
nuclear disarmament, and that world
leaders choose the path of dialogue and
diplomacy instead of violence.

EASTER VIGIL: Please pray for those to be fully
initiated into the Church this Easter Vigil.
Catechumens: Jenna, Marion, Thomas, Hayley and
Candidates: Colin, Dalila, Abi, Peaches, Maureen,
Tracie, Ron, Marisol, Angela and Kyle.

PRAYER GROUP PRAYER [N s
GROUP There will be no meeting in ~ [Rets “' ‘
April, but will resume again ‘
Thursday 7th May at 7.30pm in the crypt. All are
welcome.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next dates: 2274 & 29t March.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on
19t April. More helpers are needed to help with the
liturgy and training will be given. Please contact the
presbytery if you would like to find out more.

AYLESFORD PRIORY PILGRIMAGE
DAY will be held on Thursday 7 May and
the coach will leave at 9am. The price of the
coach is £16.00 and you can either bring a
packed lunch or buy lunch there. If you would like to
go, please complete the tear off slip and return it to the
presbytery with the £16.00.

MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY will be held at
Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 23rd May at
2:30pm. The Archbishop is inviting to this Mass all
couples in the Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th
10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year
over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage in
2026. If you are celebrating an anniversary, please
contact the presbytery with the following details:

husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal
address and contact email (or telephone number, if no
email) by 13t April.

ADORATION: On March 29th 7-8pm there
will be Adoration accompanied by Taize
chants. Taize chants are simple, memorable
tunes composed mostly by French Jesuits Jacques
Berthier and Joseph Gelineau.

MAUNDY THURSDAY MASS: During the Mass, there
will also be a Rite of Re-commissioning and
commissioning for the Ministers of Holy Communion,
so if you are a Minister, please attend the Mass at 8pm.

BIBLE STUDY will commence
for 20-30-year olds and will be
held on the 17t April from 7.15-
8.15pm in the crypt and thereafter ‘meet bi- monthly

LENT
EXTRA CONFESSIONS IN LENT: Fr Julian will be
available to hear confessions on Fridays in Lent during
Exposition 6-6.30pm.

PENITENTIAL SERVICE for the parish will be on
Wednesday 25t March at 11.30am & 7.30pm.

LENTEN ALMS: Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal across the
Diocese supports its mission to help people encounter
Christ and live that faith in love and service. You can
donate at www.rcdow.org.uk/LentenAppeal or you
will find the box throughout Lent in church.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY ON GOOD FRIDAY:
Children should be taken straight to the crypt before the
service and collected from the crypt afterwards.

HOLY WEEK

HOLY WEEK — advanced notice of times:

Tuesday 315t March CHRISM MASS at Westminster
Cathedral at 12 noon.

MAUNDY THURSDAY: 2nd April

8.30am Exposition

9.15am-9.45am Confessions

7-7.30pm Confessions

8pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
9.30pm-Midnight: Prayer at Altar of Repose.

GOOD FRIDAY: 34 April

9.00am Morning Prayer
9.30am-10.30am Confessions

(11am Churches Together Witness)
12-3pm Silent Prayer

3pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
7.00pm Stations of the Cross

HOLY SATURDAY: 4 April
9.00am Morning Prayer
9.30am-11am Confessions
9pm Mass of the Easter Vigil

EASTER SUNDAY: 9.15am and 11.15am Mass
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OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
CANDLES: We now have special candles
from Walsingham which can be lit to be
placed on the plinth around the statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You
can book the candle for any intentions or for someone
who has passed, and their name or intention will be
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the
newsletter.

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the
following intentions:
Filomena Lenguito RIP Giovanni Lenguito RIP
Seamus & Martin Galligan ints
Vittoria Galligan ints

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
@’E% COME AND SEE is on Tuesday 24t March at
T 7.30pm in the crypt and is for all who want to
learn more about becoming a Catholic, or if
you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want
to renew your faith.

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME n
2026: The next meeting will be on Monday " )t
23rd March and will be the Penitential ‘{
Service at 7.00pm. ¢

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be
on Sunday 2274 March at 5pm in the crypt.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS

EMMAUS WALK will be on
Saturday 21%t March at 2pm. Meet at
church car park.

MEN'S BREAKFAST will be held Saturday 28th
March 8:30 in Crypt, short talk at 9:00, Mass at 10:00. An
opportunity for men to share and get together. Do join
us as and when you can. Everyone is welcome.

ST EDMUNDS’S COLLEGE is holding an Open
Morning on Friday 20t March from 9.30am-12 noon. To
book a place, please visit stedmundscollege.org.

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL would like to share
their ‘Growing in Grace” programme which will air on
Friday, 20th of March at 5pm, with a repeat on Sunday
22nd March at 8pm. You can access the programme on
DAB+ radio and on the Radio Maria England app, or at
https://radiomariaengland.uk/

CHURCH CLEANING: Michele & Pelle De Luca,
Sophie Lenguito & Alex Thomson. Thank you for your
help. If you can help, please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online
https:/ /jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your offering
here by scanning the QR Code with your
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a
contactless device at the left-hand exit door
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please complete the
Gift Aid Declaration.

- - . PLANNED GIVING: Boxes of

3 1 envelopes for the new financial year are

available from the back of the church

from this weekend. You can also collect the box from

the presbytery during the week. Gift Aid can increase

every eligible donation by 25% (25p on every £1
donated) at no extra cost to parishioners or the church.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For
those whose finances are more stable at present, please
consider your parish giving, to help the parish out.
Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370

--------------------- cut S here -==-cmccmmcaanan
PILGRIMAGE DAY TO AYLESFORD
PRIORY ON 7th MAY
Name: oo
Contact NO: ..o

Email address......ccoooviiiiiiiiii

Next-of-kin name & contact number:

Paid £16 Chq enclosed yes/no BACS yes/no

Please return to the presbytery in an envelope with your name on
together with the £16.00.

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file. After the Pilgrimage
day, your details will be securely destroyed. You can read the
full privacy policy on redow.org.uk/diocese/ privacy-policy.
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 21+t March
9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.30am Stations of the Cross

10am Mass Lidia Venturini Veneziani RIP
e —

4.00pm ltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass For the Parish

Sun 22" March FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
9.15am Mass Jean O’Reilly

11.15am Mass Francesco Gulisano RIP anniv
e

Mon 2314 March St Turibius

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15 Mass Finola Morgan RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 24th March

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Winifred King RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 25t March ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9.15am Mass Ron & Margaret Lampard RIP followed by
coffee in the crypt 11.30am Penitential Service
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

7.30pm Penitential Service

Page 170 Parish Mass Books
Page 177 in Sunday Missals

15t Reading: Ezekiel 37: 12-14
I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live.

Ps 130 — With the Lord there is mercy, in him is plentiful
redemption.

2nd Reading: Romans: 8:8-11
The Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells
in you.

Gospel Accl. Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living
God. | am the resurrection and the life says the Lord.
Everyone who believes in me shall never die. Glory to
you, O Christ, Son of the living God.

Gospel: John 11: 1-45
| am the resurrection and the life.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
PALM SUNDAY
(YEAR A)

1+t Reading: Isaiah 50: 4-7
2nd Reading: Philippians 2: 6-11
Gospel: Matthew 26: 14-27:66

Thurs 26t March St Margaret Clitherow
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8.00am Mass Rosalia Acquisto’s ints

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 27 March Victims of Sexual abuse

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Peggy Sullivan RIP

12.30pm Stations of the Cross

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 28" March

9.00am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
9.30am Stations of the Cross

10am Mass Sheila Cooper RIP

P —
4.00pm ltalian Mass™

6.30pm Mass Martin & Bridget Moriarty & Johnny Curran
RIP

Sun 29" March PALM SUNDAY
9.15am Mass Nunziato Valenza RIP
11.15am Mass For the Parish 7-8pm Adoration

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 — 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Mon 22
Tues 23

7pm Confirmation, crypt
1pm Lunch club, crypt

Tues 23m
Tues 23r

2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt
7.30pm Come & see, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted
through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti
i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta compilati, i questionari
devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




