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YEAR A                                            PALM SUNDAY                         29TH MARCH 2026 
Gospel: Matthew 26: 14-27:66 

We will never be able to celebrate the joy of Easter unless 
we first walk the Via Dolorosa. The Via Dolorosa can take 
many forms. There is of course the original. Not everyone 
can follow the famous route in Jerusalem along which 
Jesus carried his cross to Calvary. Pilgrims flocked to 
Jerusalem to walk along it. When war prevented travel, 
the Franciscans, following St Francis’ example, 
encouraged churches to set up stations within their walls, 
so that a mini pilgrimage route could be followed with 
reflective readings and prayers at each station. Walking 
the Stations of the Cross is a powerful reminder of the 
cost of Christ’s sacrifice as he journeyed to the cross. We 
are implicated in this journey and his death. It is out of 
love for us that he is scourged, condemned and put to 
death. Our sins are the nails which have pierced him through. This will be all the more evident in the events of this coming 
Friday, Good Friday, when we will be confronted with the consequences of rejecting God. ‘Why what has my Lord done? What 
makes this rage and spite? He made the lame to run. He gave the blind their sight’. In venerating the cross on Good Friday, we 
recognise that the cross of Christ alone gives meaning to our lives and our world. The cross holds together weakness and 
power, shame and glory, life and death. On it, the representative of our human race died for our sins. Before it, we have to 
acknowledge our guilt and our need for grace. It challenges us to decide for God or against him, to choose life or death. 
Having a cross-centred perspective alone brings life, because it is through our self-emptying that we make room for God’s 
Spirit. Hearing the passion narrative of the last events leading up to Jesus’ death on Good Friday (and today on Palm Sunday) 
is like walking another via dolorosa, which will bring into relief the conflict between innocence and deception. The pitiful 
state of our human hearts will be only too evident. The worst of human nature will be on display. We desperately want to 
dissociate ourselves from its main actors, only to find that they can be true pictures of ourselves. How often do we wash our 
hands and evade responsibility, desert Christ when he needs us most, betray him for some short-term gain, side with the 
mockers and the scorners, play the religious self-righteous? We have been here before. During Lent we will have confronted 
our true selves in our personal inner via dolorosa. Hopefully we will have deepened our prayer life, been more open handed 
and brought our bodies into greater subjection, more attuned now to God’s voice. Like the way of the cross, Lent will have 
looked daunting at the start. There will have been many falls, but God will have picked us up. Sometimes the very 
circumstances of our lives plunge us into a via dolorosa of which we have no control…the loss of a loved one, the shattering 
of a dream, the onset of a debilitating illness, the outbreak of war. Such events can only be reconciled in our human experience 
through the contradiction of the cross. It was an eventuality which the followers of Jesus knew at first hand. How could the 
messiah of their hopes and expectations end up hanging from a cross, the cruellest form of execution devised by man and 
designed by the Romans for the worst of criminals? The week didn’t start like this. Today on Palm Sunday we remember how 
the disciples, and no doubt many of the crowd, welcomed Jesus on his triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Even towards the end 
of the week as the disciples gathered together to celebrate the Passover, none of them knew what was to unfold. They took 
Jesus at his word. His body broken for them and his blood poured out seemed safe as long if it was kept to the Last Supper. 
Little did they know what was going to happen. Shortly after they would be plunged into the numbness of Good Friday and 
the death of Holy Saturday, as they see Jesus condemned, put to death and then buried in a borrowed tomb. Pay attention to 
these three days. Try not to miss them. To enter into them is to follow a via dolorosa, but it doesn’t end there. As Easter Vigil 
beckons, we will discover that our journey leads from darkness to unapproachable light and from death to unimaginable life.  
Our via gloriosa awaits us.                                                                                                                                                              Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 

MASS on Tuesday will be at 8.30am with Exposition 
at 8am. 
 

MARY LEE-LOZONE of St Michael’s Close died 
recently. Her Requiem will be on Monday 30th March at 
12 noon.        
 

ONOFRIO MISURACA of Burford Street died recently.  
His Requiem will be held on Tuesday 14th April at 
11.30am with Don Antonio. 
 

ANTONINO SILENTI of Rye Road died recently. His 
Requiem will be on Wednesday 15th April at 11.30am.                                           
 

NEIL MCDONNELL of Rosehill died recently. His 
Requiem will be on Friday 17th April at 11.30am.  
                                                              May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Mary Lee-Lozone, Antonino Silenti, Onofrio 
Misuraca, Neil McDonnell and Baby Billy Guymer for 
all those whose anniversaries occur at this time 
including Robert Cullen, Baby Angelina Rodia, Maria Di 
Stefano, Antonino Martorana, Antonio Cuffaro, 
Salvatore Russo, Rocchina Tedesco, Rosalia Castagna, 
Esther Blake, Margaret Delaney, Ellen Higgins, Rosa 
Leto, Roberta Copuroglu, Vincenzo Vasile, Nicholas 
Lamb, Luciano Ricotta, Eugene Martin, Gaetano 
Chiazza, David Charles Edwards, Maria Randazzo, 
Girolamo Abella, Bridget Newson Martin & Bridget 
Moriarty, Johnny Curran and  Nunziato Valenza. May 
their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed through 
the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR APRIL: Let 
us pray for priests going through 
moments of crisis in their vocation, that 
they may find the accompaniment they 
need and that communities may support 

them with understanding and prayer. 
 

EASTER VIGIL: Please pray for those to be fully 
initiated into the Church this Easter Vigil. 
Catechumens: Jenna, Marion, Thomas, Hayley and 
Candidates: Colin, Dalila, Abi, Peaches, Maureen, 
Tracie, Ron, Marisol, Angela and Kyle. 
 

PRAYER GROUP PRAYER GROUP 

There will be no meeting in April, but 
will resume again Thursday 7th May 

at 7.30pm in the crypt. All are welcome. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 29th March, 12th & 26th April.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on 
19th April.  More helpers are needed to help with the 
liturgy and training will be given.  Please contact the 
presbytery if you would like to find out more.  
 

AYLESFORD PRIORY PILGRIMAGE DAY 
will be held on Thursday 7th May and the 
coach will leave at 9am. The price of the coach 
is £16.00 and you can either bring a packed 

lunch or buy lunch there. If you would like to go, please 

complete the tear off slip and return it to the presbytery 
with the £16.00.  
 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY will be held at 
Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 23rd May at 

2:30pm. All couples in the Diocese, who are celebrating 
their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every 

year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage 
in 2026 are invited.  If you are celebrating an 
anniversary, please contact the presbytery with 
husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal 
address and contact email (or telephone number, if no 
email) by 13th April. 
 

ADORATION: On Palm Sunday evening, 
March 29th 7-8pm there will be Adoration 
accompanied by Taize chants. Taize chants 

are simple, memorable tunes composed mostly by 
French Jesuits Jacques Berthier and Joseph Gelineau. 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY MASS: During the Mass, there 
will also be a Rite of Re-commissioning and 
commissioning for the Ministers of Holy Communion, 
so if you are a Minister, please attend the Mass at 8pm.  

BIBLE STUDY will commence for 20-30-year olds and 
will be held on the 17th April from 7.15-8.15pm in the 
crypt and thereafter meet bi-monthly 
 

LENT 

LENTEN ALMS: Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal across the 

Diocese supports its mission to help people encounter 
Christ and live that faith in love and service. You can 
donate at www.rcdow.org.uk/LentenAppeal or you 
will find the box throughout Lent in church.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY ON GOOD FRIDAY: 
Children should be taken straight to the crypt before the 
service and collected from the crypt afterwards.  
 

HOLY WEEK 

HOLY WEEK — advanced notice of times: 
 

Tuesday 31st March CHRISM MASS at Westminster 
Cathedral at 12 noon.  
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY:  2nd April 
8.30am Exposition           
9.15am-9.45am Confessions  
7-7.30pm Confessions 
8pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
9.30pm–Midnight: Prayer at Altar of Repose.   
 

GOOD FRIDAY: 3rd April  
9.00am Morning Prayer    
9.30am-10.30am Confessions  
(11am Churches Together Witness) 
12-3pm Silent Prayer  
3pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
7.00pm Stations of the Cross 
 

HOLY SATURDAY: 4th April  
9.00am Morning Prayer     9.30am-11am Confessions 
9pm Mass of the Easter Vigil 
 

EASTER SUNDAY: 9.15am and 11.15am Mass 

http://www.rcdow.org.uk/LentenAppeal


HOLY WEEK posters are available beside the 
newsletters at the back of church, so please do take one 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 

 
HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE is on Tuesday 31st March at 

7.00pm in the crypt and is for all who want to 
learn more about becoming a Catholic, or if 

you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want 
to renew your faith. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 
2026: The next meeting will be on Monday 27th 

April at 7pm. Please return your Sponsor form 
and Nomination form as soon as possible. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
Mass on Sunday 19th April in church, not the crypt. 
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
CONGRATULATIONS to Lynn 
O’Bryan who will be retiring from 
her post as Team Leader at St 
Augustine’s Under 5’s after 36 

years!  Mass will be offered for Lynn’s intentions on 
Saturday 30th May at the 6.30pm Mass. We wish you all 
the best for your retirement!  
 
BROXBOURNE FOODBANK - 

HELPERS NEEDED: We're looking for 
volunteers to help Broxbourne 
Foodbank in its important work 
supporting those in need in two particular roles. Can 
you help? (1) Preparing Food Parcels - two new 
volunteers are needed on Mondays and two on 
Thursdays to help prepare parcels at the warehouse 
(near Tesco, Brookfield Centre, Cheshunt). You would 

be needed from mid-morning to mid-afternoon on a 
weekly basis. (2) Drivers - we're looking for two new 
drivers, one to collect the foodbank van on Wednesdays 
to take food to St. Joseph's (Waltham Cross) for the 
distribution there and return it and the crates back to the 
warehouse afterwards (Wednesdays, ~12.30-3pm), and 
the other to do likewise for the distribution from St. 
Catherine and St. Paul's, Hoddesdon (Thursdays, ~9-
11am).Please contact Ben Quant, ben.quant@gmail.com, 
07913 331196 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Toni Iamarino, Penny Benge 
and Assunta Iameo. Thank you for your help.  If you can 
help, please contact the presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ 
 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit door 
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please complete the 
Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO AYLESFORD  
PRIORY ON 7th MAY  

Name: ………………………………….………………... 
 

Contact no: …………………………………………….. 
 

Email address…………………………………………. 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 
 

……………………………………………….…………. 
 

Paid £16 Chq  yes/no Cash yes/no  BACS yes/no 
 
Please return to the presbytery in an envelope with your name on 
together with the £16.00. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 

day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the 
full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

Martin & Seamus Galligan’s ints 
Difato Family ints 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
Saturday 28th March  
9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.30am Stations of the Cross 
10am Mass Sheila Cooper RIP 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Martin & Bridget Moriarty & Johnny Curran RIP 
 

Sun 29th March PALM SUNDAY 
9.15am Mass    Nunziato Valenza RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish                     7-8pm Adoration 

Page 176 Parish Mass Books  
Page 234 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Isaiah 50: 4-7 
I hid not my face from disgrace, and I know that I shall 
not be put to shame. 
 

Ps 22 — My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 

2nd Reading: Philippians 2: 6-11 
He humbled himself, therefore God has highly exalted 
him.  

 
Gospel Accl. Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal 
glory. Christ became for us obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that 
is above every name. Praise to you, O Christ, King of 
eternal glory. 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 26: 14-27 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
EASTER SUNDAY 

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: Acts 10: 34a, 37-43 
2nd Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 
Gospel: John 20: 1-9 

Mon 30th March MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Vincent Byrne RIP 
12 noon Requiem Mary Lee-Lozone RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 31st March TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
8.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.30am Mass Joseph Coogan’s ints 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 1st April WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Pamela Emery RIP followed by coffee in the 
crypt                   
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 2nd April MAUNDY THURSDAY 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am-9.45am Confessions    7-7.30pm Confessions 
8pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper For the Parish 
9.30pm-Midnight: Prayer at the Altar of Repose 
 

Friday 3rd April GOOD FRIDAY 

(Abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
9am Morning Prayer    9.30am-10.30am Confessions 
11am Churches Together Act of Witness  
12-3pm Silent Prayer before the Cross 

3pm CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION 
7pm Stations of the Cross 
 

Sat 4th April HOLY SATURDAY 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.30am-11am Confessions 
6pm Italian Easter Vigil 
9pm Mass of the Easter Vigil Bishop Paul’s intentions 
 

Sun 5th April EASTER SUNDAY 

9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Matthew Wotton RIP anniv 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 31st            1pm Lunch club, crypt Tues 31st              2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt 
Tues 31st              7.30pm Come & see, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW PARISHIONERS Please take a parish 
membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post 
new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al 
tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


