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YEAR A                                 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT                  8TH MARCH 2026 
Gospel: John 4: 5-42 

A spring of water welling up to eternal life. 
At the Transfiguration, the Heavenly Father told the disciples to 
listen to the voice of his beloved Son. At the wedding feast of 
Cana, the earthly mother told the servants to do whatever her 
son said. Two testimonies, heaven and earth both point to the 
truth of Jesus Christ’s words. Today’s gospel, Jesus’ encounter 
with the Samaritan woman, also testifies to the truth of his 
words. The expectation, among the Samaritans, as the Jews, was 
that the words of the long-awaited Messiah would be definitive.  
Speaking of him, the Samaritan woman said-‘he who is called 
Christ...will tell us all things’.  Truer words could not have been 
spoken, as Jesus revealed to her his true identity and then told 
her the story of her own life, with all its marital and relational ups and downs. We are all transparent before our Creator.  
Created out of nothing by God’s word, we are not only lovingly scrutinised by that word, but also held to account by it. Even 
more so, when we consider the word made flesh, Jesus himself, who knows us inside out. The hope of eternity is in our hearts. 
We are wired for worship, and if we don’t worship God, we will worship something else. Jesus opens to us the spaciousness 
of heaven, reminding us that true worship cannot be confined to a particular place or time. It is universal because true worship 
is in spirit and truth. Everyplace becomes an arena for worship, which is not to deny our need to commune with others in 
holy mass, reinforcing his (and our) identity as Jesus’ mystical body. Every activity of our life, in as much as we offer it up to 
God, can become an act of worship. Worship is not reserved for just religious activities. The Church sees behind the whole 
range of human activities the possibility of responding to its’ universal call to sanctification. As created beings we are called 
to be orientated towards Christ and consecrated in holiness.  Jesus created a deep thirst within the Samaritan woman. He 
revealed to her where her deepest needs could be met. She would find fulfilment only by opening herself up to God’s gracious 
gift, the gift of Jesus and the gift of the living water of the Spirit. ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
‘Give me a drink’, you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water’. He says the same to us. Through the gift of 
the Spirit, Jesus makes us participants in the creative life of heaven. The divine energy flows through and fills us as we respond 
to his call of love. We cannot live outside that divine life. Without it, we merely exist. The Samaritan woman’s encounter with 
Jesus changes her life, as we also find, in opening ourselves up to him. She unconsciously becomes an evangelist for the gospel, 
carrying Jesus’ words to others with joy and enthusiasm.  We are told that many Samaritans started believing in Jesus because 
of her testimony, ‘He told me all that I ever did’. Jesus’ stay among her community resulted in many others putting their trust in 
him. They believed, not simply because of her own testimony, but because ‘we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is 
indeed the Saviour of the world’. The preface for our mass reminds us that Jesus creates the gift of faith within each of us even 
before we encounter him in person…’for when he asked the Samaritan woman for water to drink, he had already created the gift of 
faith within her’. As Pope Benedict wrote, Jesus needed to encounter the Samaritan woman in order to open her heart: he asks 
for a drink so as to bring to light her own thirst. If we look back over our lives we can see how the events, high points and 
low points, have served to foster faith within us. We were deeply desiring something or somebody only to find that our 
deepest desires are met in Christ alone. In the case of the Samaritan woman, she was thirsting for the reality of relationship, 
and hadn’t found it in those in whom she placed her trust. There was a deep well within her, which God’s Spirit alone could 
fill. We try to satisfy that thirst by filling our lives with whatever we can, only to find that substitutes do not satisfy. ‘Everyone 
who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again’.  The 
beautiful and amazing thing is that God’s well never runs dry, and we would be foolish not to drink deeply.                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will 
take place from 5-6pm on Monday evening, due to the 
Confirmation meeting.  
 

DOMENICO RANDAZZO of Birdie Way died 
recently.  His Requiem will be on Monday 16th March at 

12 noon. 
 
MARY LEE-LOZONE of St Michael’s Close died 
recently. Details of her Requiem will follow in due 
course.                                                 May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Mary Lee-Lozone and Domenico Randazzo  
and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this time 
including Ciriaco Di Chiara, Ernest Swarbrick, Agnes 
Piper, Iolanda Fattore, Salvatrice Castronovo, David 
Madsen Rosa Vasile, Pietro Cracchiolo, Salvatore 
Morreale, Angelo Orsini, John Kelly, Rosa Abella, Sheila 
Barry, Ted Leatherbarrow and Francesco Cannatella. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MARCH: 
Let us pray that nations move toward 
effective disarmament, particularly 
nuclear disarmament, and that world 
leaders choose the path of dialogue and 

diplomacy instead of violence. 
 
EASTER VIGIL: Please pray for those to be fully 
initiated into the Church this Easter Vigil. 
Catechumens: Jenna, Marion, Thomas, Hayley and 
Ben, and Candidates: Colin, Dalila, Abi, Peaches, 
Maureen, Tracie, Ron, Marisol, Angela and Kyle. 
 
PRAYER GROUP PRAYER 
GROUP The next meeting will be 
on Thursday 12th March, with no 
meeting in April, resuming Thursday 7th May. All are 

welcome. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 8th 22nd & 29th March. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on 
15th March & 19th April.  More helpers are needed to 
help with the liturgy and training will be given.  Please 
contact the presbytery if you would like to find out 
more.  
 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY will be held at 
Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 23rd May at 

2:30pm. The Archbishop is inviting to this Mass all 
couples in the Diocese, who are celebrating their 5th 
10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year 

over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage in 
2026.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please 
contact the presbytery with the following details: 
husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal 
address and contact email (or telephone number, if no 
email) by 13th April. 

 
MAUNDY THURSDAY MASS: 
12 volunteers, male or female, are 
needed to have their feet washed. 
If you can take part, please sign 
your name on the list at the back 
of the church. During the Mass, there will also be a Rite 
of Re-commissioning and commissioning for the 
Ministers of Holy Communion, so if you are a 
Minister, please attend the Mass at 8pm.  

MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION, READERS & 
ALTAR SERVERS: If you can assist at 
any of the services of Holy Week, please 
sign your name on the lists on the notice 
board in the porch, beside the foodbank. 

 
OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 
 

 

A DEANERY MASS WITH 

ARCHBISHOP Richard Moth will be held 
on Wednesday 11th March at Our Lady, 
Queen of Apostles Church, 141 Woodhall 
Lane, Welwyn Garden City AL7 3TP.  Mas 
will be held at 6.30pm and all are 

welcome.  
 
WESTMINSTER DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO 

LOURDES 17th – 24th July 2026. You can register at: 

https://pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk/registration-form/ or 

via the Pilgrimage Office on 0207 798 9173. If you would 

like to sponsor or fundraise for an Assisted Pilgrim, 

member of the medical team or volunteer then please 

also contact the Pilgrimage Office for further details. 

 

LENT 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be prayed in church 
each Friday (12.30pm after Mass) and Saturday (9.30am 
before Mass.) Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will 
take place at 9am on Saturday mornings in Lent.  
 

EXTRA CONFESSIONS IN LENT: Fr Julian will be 
available to hear confessions on Fridays in Lent during 

Exposition 6-6.30pm. 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS LENTEN 
REFRESHER for all Eucharistic Ministers will be 
held on Saturday 14th March from 11-12 noon in 
church.  

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 
Martin Galligan ints 

Seamus & Sina Galligan ints 
Giuseppe Cannatella RIP 

https://pilgrimages.rcdow.org.uk/registration-form/


 

PENITENTIAL SERVICE for the parish will be on 
Wednesday 25th March at 11.30am & 7.30pm.  
 

LENTEN ALMS: Cardinal’s Lenten 
Appeal across the Diocese supports one 

shared mission: helping people encounter 
Christ and live that faith in love and service. 

Through Education, Youth Evangelisation and Marriage 
& Family Life the diocese forms hearts, nurtures faith 
and strengthens families within our parishes. 
Through Social Action, that formed faith reaches 
outward, ensuring that no one in our communities faces 
life’s hardest moments alone. You can donate at 
www.rcdow.org.uk/LentenAppeal or you will find the 
box throughout Lent in church.  
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 

COME AND SEE will meet again on Tuesday 

10th March at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for all 
who want to learn more about becoming a 

Catholic, or if you missed one of the Sacraments or if you 
simply want to renew your faith. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 
2026: The next meeting will be on Monday 9th 

March at 7pm in the crypt. Sponsor forms and 
Confirmation nomination forms have been 
emailed to parents.  If you have not received the email, 
please contact the presbytery.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 22nd March at 5pm in the crypt. 
 

BAPTISM COURSE: The 
next course will be held on 
Wednesday 18th March 
from 7.15-8.15pm in the church. The course must be 
completed before a Baptism can be arranged. To enrol 
on the course, please contact the presbytery. 

 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 

STABAT MATER CONCERT: On 
Wednesday 18 March at 6.45pm in 

Westminster Cathedral, the Cathedral Choir 
and the Britten Sinfonia will perform a 
concert of reflection on the ancient Marian 

hymn, contemplating the sorrow of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary at the foot of the Cross: MacMillan’s Stabat 
Mater, and Vaughan Williams’ Fantasia on a Theme by 
Thomas Tallis.  As a way of encouraging parishes across 
the diocese to benefit from this spiritual preparation to 

the Holy Week, the Cathedral offers an opportunity to 
buy tickets at a discount of 50%. Discounted tickets are 
available in Sections A, B and N at the following link: 
https://www.ticketmaster.co.uk/event/1F00638BCD8
35BA6?did=50off Password: WCSBDO.  
 

CAFOD collection for the Lent Fast Day came to 
£691.32. Thank you to all who donated! You can still 
drop your envelope off to the presbytery if you would 

still like to donate. You can also donate online at 
cafod.org.uk/envelope, call 0303 303 3030 or text 
CAFODLENT to 70085 to donate £10. 
 

WARE CHORAL SOCIETY presents Fauré Requiem 
Lauridsen: Lux Aeterna on Saturday 11th April, 7.30pm 
at the Drill Hall, Ware. Tickets £20 & can be purchased 
from Theresa Casbard 07742022223 or Anne Byrne 
467097. 
 
ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 CLUB winner for 
March is Alan Casbard, no. 46. Congratulations! 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Estrella Clucas, Tina Pegna, Pat 
Callanan and Maria Goodwin. Thank you for your help.  
More cleaners are needed for the Wednesday and 
Thursday teams. If you can help, please contact the 
presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ 
 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit 
door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please 
complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PLANNED GIVING: Boxes of 
envelopes for the new financial year are 
available from the back of the church 

from this weekend. If you would like to start donating 
through by standing order, forms will be available 
beside the boxes. Gift Aid can increase every eligible 
donation by 25% (25p on every £1 donated) at no extra 
cost to parishioners or the church.  
 
PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
Saturday 7th March Sts Perpetua & Felicity 
9.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.30am Stations of the Cross 
10am Mass Giuseppina Gibilaro RIP anniv 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass John Kelly RIP 
 

Sun 8th March THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
9.15am Mass    Francesco Cannatella RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish 

Page 158 Parish Mass Books  
Page 164 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Exodus 17: 3-7 
Give us water to drink. 
 

Ps 95 — O that today you would listen to his voice! 
‘Harden not your hearts.’   
 

2nd Reading: Romans 5: 1-2, 5-8 
Love has been poured into our hearts through the Spirit 
who has been given to us.  

 
Gospel Accl. Glory to you, O Christ, you are the 
Word of God. Lord, you are indeed the Saviour of 
the world; give me living water, so that I will not be 
thirsty. Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of 
God.  
 
Gospel:  John 4: 5-42 
A spring of water welling up to eternal life. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: 1 Samuel 16: 1b, 6-7, 10-13a 
2nd Reading: Ephesians 5: 8-14 
Gospel: John 9: 1-41 

Mon 9th March  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Elizabeth Delaney 
5-6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 10th March St John Ogilvie 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Alastair Cox RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 11th March  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Michael & Marie McDonagh RIP & decd 
members of McDonagh Family followed by coffee in the 
crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 12th March  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.00am Mass Francie Coyle RIP 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 13th March  
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Milly Yarwood RIP anniv 
12.30pm Stations of the Cross 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Saturday 14th March  
9.00am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
9.30am Stations of the Cross  
10am Mass Pietro Dileto RIP & Luigi Severino RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 15th March FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
9.15am Mass   Ted Leatherbarrow RIP 
11.15am Mass Giuseppe & Tita Castiglione RIP anniv 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Mon 9th             7pm Confirmation, crypt 
Tues 10th           1pm Lunch club, crypt 
Tues 10th           2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt 

Tues 10th             7.30pm Come & see, crypt 
Thurs 12th           7.30pm Prayer Group, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted 
through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti 
i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari 
devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


