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YEAR A         SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER – DIVINE MERCY      12TH APRIL 2026 
Gospel: John 20: 19-31 

Eight days later, Jesus came. 
Though evocative of faith, and though aesthetically pleasing, much 
religious art can be misleading. Many depictions of Jesus’s body on the 
cross do not convey the full horror of the crucifixion. His crucified body is 
usually glistening clean, whereas we know that it would have been covered 
with dirt, cuts and scars, gore and blood. The depicting of the wound on 
the side is the most unsatisfactory element of all. In order to confirm that 
Jesus had died, a centurion thrust a spear into Jesus’ side out of which came 
blood and water. This wasn’t a little scratch. It was a gaping hole, that 
would admit of a human hand. We know this from the appearance of Jesus’ 
risen body which we have in today’s gospel. Jesus appeared twice in the 
Upper Room to the disciples, the first time Thomas was not there, the 
second time he was. As Thomas was not present when Jesus first appeared 
to the disciples, Thomas told them that he would believe in the resurrection 
only if he could touch Jesus’ wounds and put his hand into Jesus’ side. 
Jesus himself confirms the state of his side when he says to Thomas on his 
second appearance, ’put your finger here, and see my hands; and put your hand, 
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe’. The wound on the side 
and Jesus’ wounds become therefore defining marks of his risen body. We should not be surprised at this. Biblical prophecy, 
in the Old and New Testaments, says that his wounds will be seen, and those who pierced him will mourn when they see 
him. The Apocalypse also consistently portrays Jesus in heaven as the Lamb of God, which carries its wounds. We are to see 
these wounds in Jesus’ risen body as the eternal testimony of Jesus’ love for us, his conquest over sin and death. So just as 
depictions of Jesus’ body on the cross can be misleading, so also can be depictions of Jesus’ risen body if they do not depict 
his wounds. An ethereal Jesus, all spirit, is not the Jesus of scripture. That Jesus’ body should carry his wounds in his body 
underlines the reality of his incarnation (as in the flesh). He not only carries our wounds but has entered decisively into the 
wounded affairs of humanity. We might ask, however, why did disciples on the road to Emmaus not recognise Jesus from his 
hands? Perhaps they did not see his hands until Jesus broke the bread, the action which we know convinced them that they 
had seen him. We know also that a feature of Jesus’ risen body was that it could both materialise and immaterialise in a way 
that we cannot begin to understand and for which science offers no rational explanation. Might it be that the wounds could 
appear at will also? That Jesus’ glorified body carried wounds raises issues. We are accustomed to think of heaven as a 
condition where our mortal bodies take on the wholeness of immortality, and where we receive the healing which we may 
have longed for but which has evaded us in our mortal lives. Wouldn’t it be more consistent with Jesus’ miraculous healings, 
as well as the deeper meaning of salvation as wholistic health, if Jesus’ body didn’t carry any visible wounds at all? St Thomas 
Aquinas, among others, reminds us that though Jesus could have healed his own wounds, he chose not to, but to wear them 
a s a permanent mark of his victory over death. After the crucifixion, we can only see Jesus through the cross. Any healing, 
wholeness or salvation, can only come through the prism of the cross. It is through his wounds, and because of his wounds, 
that his mercy comes to the whole world. Showing his wounds to his disciples is not just a way of revealing his true identity. 
It is also the prelude to the pouring out of the Spirit, who leads us to know what true mercy is and to extend it to others. In 
the absolution in the sacrament of reconciliation we are reminded that the Holy Spirit is poured out for the forgiveness of 
sins. Such divine mercy is not possible therefore without the Passion of Christ.  It is from the cross that Jesus extends his mercy 
to the world. But the world will never know it, unless they see in us the ministry of reconciliation, and as the mystical body 
of Christ, sacrificially offer up, in our lives and prayers, sacramentally or otherwise, to the Eternal Father, ‘the body, blood, soul 
and divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ in atonement for ours sins and the whole world’. Mercy comes from his 
sorrowful passion and his glorious resurrection.                                                                                                                        Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Hadley Fortune 
who will be baptised this weekend. 

 
MASS on Tuesday will be with both schools at 9.15am 
in church 
 

ONOFRIO MISURACA of Burford Street died recently.  
His Requiem will be held on Tuesday 14th April at 
11.30am with Don Antonio. 
 

ANTONINO SILENTI of Rye Road died recently. His 
Requiem will be on Wednesday 15th April at 11.30am.                                           
 

NEIL MCDONNELL of Rosehill died recently. His 
Requiem will be on Friday 17th April at 11.30am. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will therefore 
take place from 10.30-11.15am.   
 
BABY BILLY GUYMER of Cussons Close died recently. 
His Requiem will be on Wednesday 22nd April at 
11.30am. 
                                                             May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Jean Curtis, Michael Protheroe Antonino 
Silenti, Onofrio Misuraca, Neil McDonnell and Baby 
Billy Guymer for all those whose anniversaries occur at 
this time including Thomas McDonnell, Anna Chiparo, 
Richard Trebus, Giuseppe Pizzo, Peter Tanner, John 
Connors, Caterina Lo Monaco, Eugenio Morreale, Carlo 
Ferraro, Rosario Quartararo, James Hussey, Elia Peduto, 
Antonio Minichiello, Anthony Willis, Keith Walters, 
Mary Perllman, Giuseppe Conti, Bill Anthony, Enrico 
Rega, John Connors and Antonino & Giuseppa 
Cannatella. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR APRIL: Let 
us pray for priests going through 
moments of crisis in their vocation, that 
they may find the accompaniment they 
need and that communities may support 

them with understanding and prayer. 
 

PRAYER GROUP PRAYER GROUP 
There will be no meeting in April, but 
will resume again Thursday 21st May 

at 7.30pm in the crypt. All are welcome. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 12th & 26th April.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on 
19th April.  More helpers are needed to help with the 
liturgy and training will be given.  Please contact the 
presbytery if you would like to find out more.  
 

AYLESFORD PRIORY PILGRIMAGE DAY 
will be held on Thursday 7th May and the 
coach will leave at 9am. The price of the coach 
is £16.00 and you can either bring a packed 

lunch or buy lunch there. If you would like to go, please 

complete the tear off slip and return it to the presbytery 
with the £16.00.  

BIBLE STUDY will commence 
for 20-30-year olds and will be 
held on the 17th April from 7.15-

8.15pm in the crypt and thereafter meet bi-monthly 

HOLY HOUR for the dignity of human life will be held 
on Sunday 19th April from 8-9pm.  

MAY PROCESSION will be held after the 
9.15am Mass on Wednesday 13th May, the 
feast of our Lady of Fatima. 

 
‘INSTRUCTIONS FOR MY FUNERAL MASS’ 
leaflets are available beside the newsletters at the 
back of church, if you wish to complete one. Please 
hand the completed copy into the presbytery.  
 
DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 
will be held on Saturday 19th September. More 
details to follow in due course. 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 

 
HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE resumes Tuesday 14th April 
at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for all who want 
to learn more about becoming a Catholic, or if 

you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want 
to renew your faith. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The 
next meeting will be on Monday 27th April at 7pm. 
Please return your Sponsor form and Nomination 
form to the presbytery as soon as possible. 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

Carlo Ferraro RIP 



 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
Mass on Sunday 19th April in church, not the crypt. The 

First Reconciliations will be held in church on Saturday 
18th April and 25th April at 10.45am.  
 

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on 
Wednesday 29th April 7.15-8.15pm in the church.  
The course must be completed before a Baptism can 
be arranged. To enrol on the course, please contact 
the presbytery.  
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
MEN'S BREAKFAST: Saturday 25th April 8:30am in 
Crypt, short talk at 9:00am, Mass at 10:00am. This is an 
opportunity for men to share and get together. Do join 
us as and when you can. Everyone welcome. 
 
PARISH PICNIC will be held on Sunday 9th August.  
Please put the date in your diary! 
 
CHURCH CLEANING: Pat Kavanagh, Sue Alvey, 
Mima Salvo and Val. Thank you for your help.  If you 
can help, please contact the presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ 
 

FINANCE 
PLANNED GIVING: If you still 
haven’t collected your new box of 
offertory envelopes, please contact 
the presbytery.  

 
HOLY PLACES collection after the Passion Liturgy on 
Good Friday raised £320.82.  Thank you to all for your 
donations.  
 
NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit door 
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please complete the 
Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 

 

 

CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY will be prayed at 2pm 
and during Adoration at 7pm (with Taizé chants) this 
Sunday. 

 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO AYLESFORD  
PRIORY ON 7th MAY  

Name: ………………………………….………………... 
 

Contact no: …………………………………………….. 
 

Email address…………………………………………. 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 
 

……………………………………………….…………. 
 

Paid £16 Chq  yes/no Cash yes/no  BACS yes/no 
 
Please return to the presbytery in an envelope with your name on 
together with the £16.00. 

 
PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 

Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 

day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the 
full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 

WELCOMING ALL NEW PARISHIONERS! 
Please complete the New Parishioner Registration 
Form if you have not already registered as a new 

parishioner.  We can then add you to our 
database and welcome you to our parish 

community.  You will find the forms in the porch 
in church. Thank you to all those who have 

registered as new parishioners. 

https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/
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Liturgy this week 
Saturday 11th April SAT WITHIN OCTAVE OF EASTER 
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Malachy Coogan RIP 

 Today’s Liturgy  
Page 255 Parish Mass Books  
Page 369 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Acts 2: 42-47 
All who believed were together and had all things in 
common. 
 

Ps 118 — Give praise to the Lord, for he is good, his 
mercy endures for ever.  
 

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 1: 3-9 
He has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. You believed, Thomas 
because you have seen me, says the Lord. Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have been believed. 
Alleluia. 
 
Gospel:  John 20: 19-31 
Eights days later, Jesus came. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: Acts 2: 14, 22-33 
2nd Reading: 1 Peter 1: 17-21 
Gospel: Luke 24: 13-35 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 12th April SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER/DIVINE 
MERCY  
9.15am Mass   Bill Anthony RIP 
11.15am Mass Antonino & Giuseppa Cannatella RIP anniv 

Mon 13th April Monday in Second Week of Easter  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Nan Delaney 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 14th April Tuesday in Second Week of Easter  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass with both schools in church Alice Brien RIP 
11.30am Requiem Onofrio Misuraca RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 15th April Wednesday in Second Week of Easter 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Maria-Teresa DiStefano RIP followed by 
coffee in the crypt     
11.30am Requiem Antonino Silenti RIP               
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 16th April Thursday in Second Week of Easter  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.00am Mass Martin & Mary McDonagh & Family ints 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Friday 17th April Friday in Second Week of Easter 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
10.30-11.15am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
11.30am Requiem Neil McDonnell RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday 18th April Saturday in Second Week of Easter 
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass In thanksgiving – Eddie & Celine Smith  
1.30pm Wedding  

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Carlo Ferraro RIP anniv 
 

Sun 19th April THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
9.15am Mass   Enrico & Maria Rega RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 14th           1pm Lunch club, crypt Tues 14th               2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt 
Fri 17th                  7.15pm Bible Study, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be 
posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: 
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta 
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


