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YEAR A THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 19TH APRIL 2026
Gospel: Luke 24: 13-35
He was known to them in the breaking of the bread.

The exact site of Emmaus is unknown, but our gospel tells us that it was

about seven miles from Jerusalem. Two of Jesus’ disciples knew the route |
very well, we find them walking along it, returning home from Jerusalem,
just a few days after the crucifixion. It must have been unlike any other
journey, as they contemplated how different things were now, from when
they had set out a few days before. The home, though a place of security,
offered no comfortable answers or long-term remedies. What should be
their direction of travel in life and where were they heading, given that
the one who gave meaning to all these things had been taken away from
them? It was at their point of need that Jesus appeared alongside them as
a fellow traveller. Though he entered into conversation with them, they
were kept from recognising him. On arrival at Emmaus, as it was late, they = -
invited him into their home for a meal. It was during this meal, as Jesus broke the bread, that their eyes were opened. This
beautiful story is like a vignette of the Christian life. Knowing full well their concerns, Jesus asked them, ‘what is this
conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?” What are our inner and outer conversations? What are our
motivations and besetting issues? We can be honest with him. The journey to Emmaus is like a picture of our own pilgrimage
through life. We embark with set goals and fixed ideas but as we encounter divine grace, the landscape of our life changes.
We may have supportive friends, but true companionship comes only as we allow Jesus to walk with us and as we share his
company, by inviting him into our homes and confidences. What unlocks companionship is God’s word. The psalmist says
God’s word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path, and what better interpreter could there be than Jesus, true light and
word made flesh. On the road he explained the scriptures to the two disciples, ‘beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he
interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself . 'Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the
road, while he opened the scriptures to us’, they later confessed. Those scriptures were the Jewish scriptures, which Our Lord said
testify to himself, and therefore are indispensable. Both old and the new testaments are complimentary. St Augustine said
that ‘the new is in the old concealed, the old is in the new revealed’. If we are open to God’s word, then Jesus will challenge
our scriptural and worldly stereotypes and assumptions. He told the two disciples that they were “slow of heart to believe all
that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” As they extended
the grace of hospitality to the unknown guest, they themselves were being welcomed. Little did they realise in whose company
they ate. Jesus the guest becomes the substantial host. Is Jesus recognised at all our meals? Do we make room for grace? Is he
welcomed into our private space and public activities? The meal at Emmaus of course becomes a reminder of Jesus’ past
eucharistic gestures, where on more than one occasion, he took bread, blessed and gave it to friends. Were the two disciples
possibly reminded of the Last Supper just a few days before? If that were so, it may not have been just the twelve who were
present. And what of our fellow companions on the way? How are we conditioned to seeing them? Jesus gathered all sorts to
follow him. His acceptance and welcoming of all regardless of how their past conditioned them, raises fundamental questions
about how welcoming we are as a community of faith. We easily judge by appearances and inbuilt prejudices. We are probably
conditioned to seeing both disciples as male. I was, until I saw a representation of the scene in one of my churches in the past.
One, Cleopas we know was male, but might the other have been female? Clearly beyond the twelve, among the wider group
of Jesus’ followers, women were very evident. They were the most loyal at the cross and the first announcers of the
resurrection. ‘Some women of our company amazed us’, the two said as they recounted the report of the empty tomb. The use of
the word company for the group of disciples is constructive. The word comes from con pane....those who break bread together.
Sustaining the live of the Church is a shared meal, the corporate act of the company of the new creation. Through the holy
communion in his body and blood, we are being restored into the fulness of our humanity as his mystical and glorious body,
in whom there is neither male nor female. Are we walking with Jesus? Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY
WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Sebastian
Esposito who will be baptised this weekend.

BABY BILLY GUYMER of Cussons Close died recently.
His Requiem will be on Wednesday 224 April at
11.30am.

JEAN CURTIS formerly of this parish died recently.
Her Requiem will be on Wednesday 29% April at 12
noon. May they rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Jean Curtis and Baby Billy Guymer for all
those whose anniversaries occur at this time including
John Dempsey, Eileen Willing, Joan Molloy, Maura
Hudson, Concetta Lercara, Fr Philip McMichael, Fr
Robert Tollemache, Maurice O’Sullivan, Carlo Ferraro
and Enrico & Maria Rega. May their souls and the souls of
all the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in
peace.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR APRIL: Let
us pray for priests going through
. moments of crisis in their vocation, that
they may find the accompaniment they
need and that communities may support
them with understanding and prayer.

PRAYER GROUP PRAYER GROUP
There will be no meeting in April, but
will resume again Thursday 21st May
at 7.30pm in the crypt. All are welcome.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next dates: 26t April, 14t & 28t June.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on
19t April, 10t & 17th May. More helpers are needed to
help with the liturgy and training will be given. Please
contact the presbytery if you would like to find out
more.

AYLESFORD PRIORY PILGRIMAGE DAY
will be held on Thursday 7t May and the
coach will leave at 9am. The price of the coach
is £16.00 and you can either bring a packed
lunch or buy lunch there. If you would like to go, please
complete the tear off slip and return it to the presbytery
with the £16.00.

BIBLE STUDY BIBLE STUDY will be for 20-30-
T year olds and will be held on the

k 8th May from 7.15-8.15pm in the

crypt and thereafter meet bi-monthly.

HOLY HOUR for the dignity of human
life will be held on Sunday 19 April
from 8-9pm.

MAY PROCESSION will be held after the
9.15am Mass on Wednesday 13t May, the
feast of our Lady of Fatima.

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM
will be held on Saturday 19% September. More
details to follow in due course.

O OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
e 6} CANDLES: We now have special candles
3 from Walsingham which can be lit to be
placed on the plinth around the statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You
can book the candle for any intentions or for someone
who has passed, and their name or intention will be
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the
newsletter.

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the
following intentions:
Carlo Ferraro RIP
Enrico Rega RIP
Private intention

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
@& COME AND SEE resumes Tuesday 21st April
at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for all who want
to learn more about becoming a Catholic, or if
you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want
to renew your faith.

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The
next meeting will be on Monday 27t April at 7pm.
Please return your Sponsor form and Nomination
form to the presbytery as soon as possible.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be
Mass on Sunday 19t April in church, not the crypt. The
First Reconciliations will be held in church on Saturday
18t April and 25t April at 10.45am.

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on
Wednesday 29t April 7.15-8.15pm in the church.
The course must be completed before a Baptism can
be arranged. To enrol on the course, please contact
the presbytery.

JUSTICE & PEACE
CAFOD: Stand with Sudan. Give monthly. On the third
anniversary of the war in Sudan, Kayode Akintola,
CAFOD’s Head of Region for Africa, asks for your help:
“So many of our sisters and brothers in Sudan are facing
increasing violence, hunger, and disease. That is why
today, I'm asking you to consider setting up a monthly
gift to support families who are fleeing the violence -




with food, safe water and other vital support. Monthly
gifts are an act of steady love for our neighbours, a way
of saying: we will not abandon you, we will stand with
you until peace is restored.” Donate at
cafod.org.uk/StandWithSudan

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS

pucamewieml PRIEST TRAINING FUND: Next

' Sunday, on Good Shepherd Sunday, 26t
April, there will be a second collection
for the Priest Training Fund. This fund
plays a crucial role in supporting men
who are discerning and preparing for the priesthood.
Their formation includes academic study, spiritual
development, and pastoral training — all of which are
essential for their future ministry. As we reflect on
Christ as the Good Shepherd, we are reminded that He
continues to call shepherds for His Church today. Please
keep our seminarians and those considering this calling
in your prayers. Next weekend, envelopes will be
attached to the newsletter and then
collected after the Mass. Please
continue to pray for vocations and our
priests. You can use the QR code to
make your donation or visit
rcdow.org.uk/PriestTrainingFund.

E]H EMMAUS WALK will be on 16t May at
MAUS 2pm. Meet at St Andrew’s Church, Stanstead
Abbotts SG12 8BU.

MEN'S BREAKFAST: Saturday 25th April 8:30am in
Crypt, short talk at 9:00am, Mass at 10:00am. This is an
opportunity for men to share and get together. Do join
us as and when you can. Everyone welcome.

AN EXHIBITION OF WORKS by Helen Elwes and
Martin Jarvis in response to the climate and nature crisis
is being held at London Jesuit Centre, 114 Mount Street,
London WI1K 3AH - until 28th April - It is open
weekdays 8am-8pm; Sat. 9am-3pm; Sun. 10am-4pm.

CHURCH CLEANING: Michele & Pelle De Luca,
Sophie Lenguito & Alex Thomson. Thank you for your
help. If you can help, please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online
https:/ /jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

FINANCE
PLANNED GIVING: If you still haven’t collected your
new box of offertory envelopes, please contact the
presbytery.

NO CASH? You can make your offering
here by scanning the QR Code with your
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a
contactless device at the left-hand exit door
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please complete the
Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For
those whose finances are more stable at present, please
consider your parish giving, to help the parish out.
Please see the link below

https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370

GIFT AID: Many parishioners have already signed
Gift-Aid forms, which enables the parish to . ]%M' 1t
collect the tax on the donations they have

made through envelopes or standing orders. There is no
further cost to the donor but the parish is able to claim
another £1 for every £4 donated under Gift Aid. You
will need to be a UK taxpayer to sign a Gift-Aid form
and you will find some forms at the back of the church
beside the newsletters. If your circumstances have
changed and you pay insufficient or no tax, simply
inform a.s.a.p. the Presbytery, and your Gift-Aid
declaration will be cancelled

SAINT OF THE WEEK
23RD APRIL —
ST GEORGE
Martyr, Patron of England
Pictures of St. George usually show him B 4 -
killing a dragon to rescue a beautiful lady. The dragon
stands for wickedness and the lady stands for God’s holy
truth. St George was a brave martyr who was victorious
over the devil. He was a soldier in the army of the Roman
Emperor Diocletian, and he was one of the Emperor's
favorite soldiers. Diocletian was a pagan and a bitter enemy
to the Christians. He put to death every Christian he could
find. George was a brave Christian, a real soldier of Christ.
Without fear, he went to the Emperor and sternly scolded
him for being so cruel. Then he gave up his position in the
Roman army. For this he was tortured in many terrible
ways and finally beheaded.

--------------------- cut S here -==--mccmmcaanan
PILGRIMAGE DAY TO AYLESFORD
PRIORY ON 7th MAY
Name: oo
Contact NO: ..o

Email address.......coooviiiiiiiii i

Next-of-kin name & contact number:

Paid £16 Chq yes/no Cash yes/no BACS yes/no

Please return to the presbytery in an envelope with your name on
together with the £16.00.

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file. After the Pilgrimage

day, your details will be securely destroyed. You can read the
full privacy policy on redow.org.uk/diocese/ privacy-policy.
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Liturgy this week
Saturday 18t April Saturday in Second Week of Easter
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass In thanksgiving — Eddie & Celine Smith
1.30pm Wedding

4.00pm ltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass Carlo Ferraro RIP anniv

Sun 19% April THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
9.15am Mass Enrico & Maria Rega RIP
11.15am Mass For the Parish

Mon 20t April Monday in Third Week of Easter
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15 Mass Neddie Ryan RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

8-9pm Holy Hour

Tues 21+ April Tuesday St Anselm

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass John & Ada Brown RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 2274 April Wednesday in Third Week of Easter
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9.15am Mass Maureen Murphy RIP followed by coffee in
the crypt

Today’s Liturgy
Page 258 Parish Mass Books
Page 374 in Sunday Missals

1t Reading: Acts 2: 14, 22-33
It was not possible for him to be held by death.

Ps 16 — O Lord, you will show me the path of life.

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 1: 17-21
You were ransomed with the precious blood of Christ,
like that of a lamb without blemish.

Gospel Accl. Allelvia, alleluia. Lord Jesus, open the
Scriptures to us; make our hearts burn within us when
you speak to us. Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 24: 13-35
He was known to them in the breaking of the bread.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
(YEAR A)

1t Reading: Acts 2: 14a, 36-41
2nd Reading: 1 Peter 2: 20b-25
Gospel: John 10: 1-10

11.30am Funeral Baby Billy Guymer
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thurs 234 April SAINT GEORGE

7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8.00am Mass Thanksgiving Nsonwah Family
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 24" April Sts Erkenwald & Mellitus

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Margaret Whelehan RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 25" April SAINT MARK

9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Mary Lee-Lozone RIP

1pm Wedding

4.00pm Italian Mass™
6.30pm Mass Decd members of Pisa Pia, Caiafa & Marioriso
Families

Sun 26™ April FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9.15am Mass Decd members McGrath Family

11.15am Mass For the Parish

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 = 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Tues 21%t 1pm Lunch club, crypt

Tues 21%t 2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be
posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI:
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




