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YEAR A                              FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                    26TH APRIL 2026 
Gospel: John 10: 1-10 

I am the door of the sheep 
I grew up on a Welsh hill farm. One of my most graphic memories 
is when some rustlers tried to steal some of our flock in the middle 
of the night. We were awakened by the sheep dogs barking and 
by roving lights in one of the fields. Finding themselves 
discovered, the thieves made a quick get-away in their lorry, and 
then defiantly sent a hail of bullets into the air. Stealing sheep is 
nothing new. The characteristic of the thief in the parable of the 
Good Shepherd is that he doesn’t enter the sheepfold through the 
door, but tries to enter by some other way. Jesus of course is not 
talking about authentic shepherds. He is talking about those who 
present themselves as shepherds when they are nothing of the 
sort. These imposters have no thought for the flock and simply 
want to steal them. In protecting the flock, the boundary presented by the sheepfold and the one who guards it, is crucial. A 
sheepfold then, as today in many upland parts of Britain, provides security for sheep. In ancient times the shepherd would 
become the door of the fold himself by sitting and sleeping across it. Jesus makes an unequivocal association of himself as 
such a shepherd. He is therefore the Good Shepherd and the door for the sheep, protecting them as they enter and leave, to 
find the pasture which nourishes them. A door without a fold is pointless. If Jesus is the door through which we enter the 
fold, we are left in no doubt that the fold of which he is talking about, is the Church. He is the means of entry, and that entry 
has to be through baptism into Him. ‘If anyone enters by me, he will be saved’, he tells us in today’s gospel. If we assume that 
entry into the Christian Church is through some other means, some other person or creed, then we are deceived. Let us not 
lose sight of why a door is necessary in the first place. What is the significance of the fold to which it gives entry. Why is this 
boundary necessary at all? Boundaries in life are important generally, not least because of the inclinations of our fallen state 
to encroach upon the space of others and to develop our own rules which do not seek the common good but our own selfish 
ends. In the created world, to which everything is implicitly ordered to the Truth, every society, community and family needs 
boundaries for the flourishing, freedom and security of its members. The Church, which is representative of society, 
community and family, is no different.  The Catholic Church lays down what is right belief and practice, and has every 
justification for doing so. Somethings are in, other things are out. This doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t be welcoming, or that 
we become overtly exclusive, but it does mean that the life of the Church is ordered in such a way to enable human beings to 
find their truest fulfilment in relationship to the God in whose likeness and image we are made, and through Christ remade. 
Jesus presents himself not only as the spiritual door to salvation. He says that he is also the voice to whom the true flock are 
attuned, distinguishable from the voices of others to which they will not respond. I know from my youth that sheep get 
attuned to the voice of their shepherd, and that they will not follow another’s voice. When I was very young my father gave 
me orphan lambs to look after. As they got to know me, they would respond only to my call and follow me everywhere. Sheep 
responsive to their shepherd generally do not need to be driven. They will follow. However, like human beings, our ovine 
friends have free wills that can lead them to stray from what is in their best interest. Only through Jesus the Good Shepherd 
does the Church find life, and find it abundantly.  In his epistle today, Peter says that we were straying, but have now ‘returned 
to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls’. A good shepherd is also one who oversees. It is a picture of governance, which is 
why shepherding is often associated with kingship. It is not a coincidence therefore that the Latin vulgate version of Psalm 23 
(the Lord is my shepherd) is Dominus regit me, the Lord rules me. The shepherd’s staff (shevet) that wards off predators, and 
the shepherd’s crook (mish’enah) which draws back the sheep from danger are symbols of governance.  In the psalm these 
instruments of authority and strength are not for intimidation, but humble, empowering service. The pastoral ministry is a 
ministry in the service of Jesus and his flock. All called to the priesthood as shepherds and overseers, like Pope Leo and all 
bishops, to be therefore servants of the servants of God.                                                                                                           Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 

WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS to Cameron Hugo 
and Josephine Gambino who will be married this 
weekend. May God bless them in their married life. 
 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will 
take place from 5-6pm on Monday, due to the 
Confirmation meeting.  
 
 

JEAN CURTIS formerly of this parish died recently. 
Her Requiem will be on Wednesday 29th April at 12 
noon.                                                    May she rest in peace. 

 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS will be held on Friday 1st May 

at 7pm for the sick of the parish and there will be an 
emphasis on healing. 
 
PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Jean Curtis and all those whose anniversaries 
occur at this time including Giuseppa Cicchirillo, Stuart 
Rooney, Antonino Curaba, Pauline Mitchell, Canon 
John Longstaff, George Heeney, Mary Mitchell, 
deceased members of Pisa Pia, Caiafa & Marioriso 
Families and deceased members of the McGrath Family. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MAY:  Let 
us pray that everyone, from large 
producers to small consumers, be 
committed to avoid wasting food, and to 
ensure that everyone has access to 

quality food. 

PRAYER GROUP PRAYER GROUP 

There will be no meeting in April, but 
will resume again Thursday 21st May 

at 7.30pm in the crypt. All are welcome. 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 26th April, 14th & 28th June.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on 
10th & 17th May.  More helpers are needed to help with 
the liturgy and training will be given.  Please contact the 
presbytery if you would like to find out more.  
 

AYLESFORD PRIORY PILGRIMAGE DAY 
will be held on Thursday 7th May and the 
coach will leave at 9am. The price of the coach 
is £16.00 and you can either bring a packed 

lunch or buy lunch there. If you would like to go, please 
complete the tear off slip and return it to the presbytery 
with the £16.00.  

MONTH OF OUR LADY: During May, a 
decade of the Rosary will be prayed for 
before each Mass.  

MAY PROCESSION will be held after the 
9.15am Mass on Wednesday 13th May, the feast of our 
Lady of Fatima. 

ADORATION: On Sunday 10th May 7-

8pm there will be Adoration accompanied 
by Taizé chants and the Rosary.  

THE NEXT BIBLE STUDY for 
20-30-year olds will be held on 
the 8th May from 7.15-8.15pm in 

the crypt and thereafter meet bi-monthly. 

ASCENSION DAY is on Thursday 14th 

May and is a Holy Day of Obligation.  Mass 
will be at 9.15am, 2pm and 8pm. Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament will be at 8.30am 
and 7pm.  
 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 
will be held on Saturday 19th September. More 
details to follow in due course. 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 
CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 

 
HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE continues on Tuesday 28th 
April at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for all who 
want to learn more about becoming a Catholic, 

or if you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply 
want to renew your faith. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The 
next meeting will be on Monday 27th April at 7pm. 
Please return your Sponsor form and Nomination 
form to the presbytery as soon as possible. 
 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

Carlo Ferraro RIP 
Cirilo Balmaceda Jr RIP 

Jose Balmaceda RIP 
Joanne Woodcock McSherry ints 



FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The practice will be on 
Saturday 2nd May at 11.30am for those making their 
First Holy Communion on the 3rd May.  
 

BAPTISM COURSE: The 
next course will be held on 
Wednesday 29th April 

7.15-8.15pm in the church.  The course must be 
completed before a Baptism can be arranged. To enrol 
on the course, please contact the presbytery.  
 

SCHOOLS 
GOVERNOR VACANCY: St Cross 
School are looking for Foundation 
Governors.  Training is provided to help 
Governors fulfil their very important 
role. If you are a practising Catholic and 
are interested in giving something back 
to your local Catholic school, please let Fr Julian know.  
More information can be found at 
www.rcdow.org.uk/education/governors/serving-as-
a-governor.  
 
ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 Club winner for 
April is number 150, Hannah Elliott. Congratulations! 
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 

PRIEST TRAINING FUND: Today, on 
Good Shepherd Sunday, there is a 
second collection for the 
Priest Training Fund 
and the envelopes are 

beside the newsletters. This fund 
supports the formation of men who are 
responding to God’s call to serve as priests in our 
diocese. Their journey involves years of preparation — 
human, spiritual, and pastoral — equipping them to 
serve parish communities in the years ahead. Your 
support helps make this formation possible. It is a direct 
way of strengthening the life of the Church and ensuring 
that future generations will continue to receive the 
sacraments and pastoral care. If you are able, please 
give generously in today’s collection which will be 

taken after Mass.  You may also donate via 
rcdow.org.uk/PriestTrainingFund or via the QR code. 
Please also continue to pray for vocations and for those 
currently in formation.  
 

EMMAUS WALK will be on 16th May at 

2pm. Meet at St Andrew’s Church, 
Stanstead Abbotts SG12 8BU. 

 

AN EXHIBITION OF WORKS by Helen Elwes and 
Martin Jarvis in response to the climate and nature crisis 
is being held at London Jesuit Centre, 114 Mount Street, 
London W1K 3AH - until 28th April – It is open 

weekdays 8am-8pm; Sat. 9am-3pm; Sun. 10am-4pm. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Toni Iamarino, Assunta Iameo, 
Pennge Benge and Amelia Dela Luna. Thank you for 
your help.  If you can help, please contact the 
presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ 

 
 

FINANCE 

PLANNED GIVING: If you still haven’t collected your 
new box of offertory envelopes, please contact the 
presbytery.  
 
NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit door 
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please complete the 
Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
 

GIFT AID:  Many parishioners have already signed 
Gift-Aid forms, which enables the parish to 
collect the tax on the donations they have 
made through envelopes or standing orders.  There is no 
further cost to the donor but the parish is able to claim 
another £1 for every £4 donated under Gift Aid.  You 
will need to be a UK taxpayer to sign a Gift-Aid form 
and you will find some forms at the back of the church 
beside the newsletters. If your circumstances have 
changed and you pay insufficient or no tax, simply 
inform a.s.a.p. the Presbytery, and your Gift-Aid 
declaration will be cancelled 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO AYLESFORD  
PRIORY ON 7th MAY  

Name: ………………………………….………………... 
 

Contact no: …………………………………………….. 
 

Email address…………………………………………. 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 
 

……………………………………………….…………. 
 

Paid £16 Chq  yes/no Cash yes/no  BACS yes/no 
 
Please return to the presbytery in an envelope with your name on 
together with the £16.00. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 

day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the 
full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week 
Saturday 25th April SAINT MARK 
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Mary Lee-Lozone RIP 
1.00pm Wedding  

 Today’s Liturgy  
Page 262 Parish Mass Books  
Page 379 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 
God has made him both Lord and Christ.  
 

Ps 23 — The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want.  
 

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 2: 20b-25 
You have returned to the shepherd of your souls.  

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. I am the good 
shepherd, says the Lord. I know my sheep and my own 
know me. Alleluia. 
 
Gospel:  John 10: 1-10 
I am the door of the sheep. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: Acts 6: 1-7 
2nd Reading: 1 Peter 2: 4-9 
Gospel: John 14: 1-12 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Decd members of Pisa Pia, Caiafa & Marioriso 
Families 
 

Sun 26th April FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
9.15am Mass   Decd members McGrath Family 
11.15am Mass For the Parish                     

Mon 27th April  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Sara Dakhee 
5-6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 28th April St Louis de Montfort 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Joy & Justin Ighade’s ints 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 29th April ST CATHERINE OF SIENA 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Justina Ogbodu RIP followed by coffee in the 
crypt     
12 noon Requiem Jean Curtis RIP  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 30th April St Pius V  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.00am Mass Justin Ighade ints 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Friday 1st May St Joseph the Worker 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Irene Loughman RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
7pm Mass Sick of the parish  
 
Saturday 2nd May St Athanasius 
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Anna Bardini RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 3rd May FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
9.15am Mass   Luciana Gianfrancesco RIP 
11.15am Mass Mary Lee-Lozone RIP         2pm 1st HC Mass 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Mon 27th             7pm Confirmation, crypt 
Tues 28th            1pm Lunch club, crypt 

Tues 28th              2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt 
Wed 29th             7.15pm Baptism course, church 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be 
posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: 
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta 
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


