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YEAR A                                            EASTER SUNDAY                         5TH APRIL 2026 
Gospel: John 20: 1-9 

He must rise from the dead 
The movement of the Christian life is from darkness towards light, 
from sin towards redemption, from death towards life. All this is 
graphically represented in the liturgy of the Easter Vigil this weekend. 
We start in darkness, awaiting the first light. We hear the story of 
salvation, of how God intends life not death for his creation. We hear 
of his faithful promises to his chosen people, and through them, his 
promises to the whole of humanity throughout the generations, 
leading ultimately to the promised revelation of the gospel in Jesus 
Christ, and its central affirmation, that He who has died by taking our 
old selves with him into the grave is now alive. Nothing is more 
important than the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. It is the 
pivotal event in the story of creation and of human history. It is the prism through which everything has now to be viewed. 
All has changed and can change because of this event. Death does not have the last word. We are not on a trajectory of 
extinction, but towards eternity. Jesus has raised our humanity to the heights of heaven. Even so it is not the climax of the 
story. It is the means of a new beginning. The mystical body of Christ which is his Church generates new life through the 
Spirit in the waters of new birth. Beyond us spreads the widest scope of evangelisation. The vigil prayer asks that God would 
‘serenely accomplish the work of human salvation, which you have planned from all eternity; may the whole world know and see that what 
was cast down is raised up, what had become old is made new, and all things restored to integrity through Christ, just as by him they came 
into being, who lives and reigns for ever and ever’. Just as we look forward, we look back. The joy of the disciples becomes our joy. 
In the Vigil and other masses this weekend we will journey with them as their eyes are opened to the glory of God. Heaven 
has dumbfounded all their expectations. The crucifixion was not a terminus. Jesus’ death is not the last word, and because his 
death is not the last word, nor is ours. Nor is the prevailing culture of death or the pallor of death that so often colours our 
world the last word. We worship not a dead Christ, but a living Lord who has died for us and been gloriously raised from the 
dead, never to die again. Since he reigns, no authority, no person, indeed nothing can claim any right of lordship over our 
lives without reference to him. Satan’s kingdom has been vanquished. The chains of evil and darkness are broken, and we are 
asked to renounce and reject all that would re-bind us. ‘Do you reject sin so as to live in the freedom of God’s children? Do you reject 
the lure of evil, so that sin may have no mastery over you? Do you renounce Satan, the author and prince of sin? Through our baptism 
we are set free and transferred form one domain to another. In Christ we are transferred from the kingdom of darkness into 
the kingdom of light. This weekend catechumens through the baptismal waters of rebirth will receive their new nature. In 
their rejection of Satan, evil and sin, and by acknowledging the faith of the Church, they will die with Christ and rise with 
him to new life. They will say goodbye to their old selves and put on newness in Christ, graphically represented in the white 
garments with which they will be vested. ‘You have become a new creation and have clothed yourselves in Christ. Receive this 
baptismal garment and bring it unstained to the judgment seat of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that you may have everlasting life’.  The 
candle each will be given shows that illumination is not to be found outside Christ. ‘You have been enlightened by Christ. Walk 
always as children of the light and keep the flame of faith alive in your hearts. When the Lord comes, may you go out to meet him with all 
the saints in the heavenly kingdom’. Then after the reception of candidates (those Christians already baptised and seeking to be 
received into the Catholic Church), the catechumens together with these candidates and any Catholics, who have not yet 
completed their initiation, will be confirmed with the oil of anointing, to be sealed with the Holy Spirit and to share in the 
gifts of the Anointed One. Then as a pledge of the renewal of our own baptismal vows to reject sin, evil and Satan and the 
profession of our belief in the faith, we will all receive a sprinkling with the baptismal waters, reminding us of our rebirth in 
Christ. If you have never given a thought to your baptism or if you have never considered being baptised, then hear the 
proclamation of the Easter Sequence: ‘That Christ is truly risen from the dead we know. Victorious king, thy mercy show!’ Alleluia 
Christ has Risen. He has Risen Indeed!!                                                                                                                                       Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 
WE WELCOME Bishop Paul McAleenan to the parish 

for the celebration of the Mass at the Easter Vigil. 
 
MASS on Tuesday will be at 7pm with Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament at 6pm.  There will be no 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on Monday 
evening. 
 

ONOFRIO MISURACA of Burford Street died recently.  
His Requiem will be held on Tuesday 14th April at 
11.30am with Don Antonio. 
 

ANTONINO SILENTI of Rye Road died recently. His 
Requiem will be on Wednesday 15th April at 11.30am.                                           
 

NEIL MCDONNELL of Rosehill died recently. His 
Requiem will be on Friday 17th April at 11.30am.  
 
BABY BILLY GUYMER of Cussons Close died recently. 
His Requiem will be on Wednesday 22nd April at 
11.30am. 
                                                              May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Michael Protheroe Antonino Silenti, Onofrio 
Misuraca, Neil McDonnell and Baby Billy Guymer for 
all those whose anniversaries occur at this time 
including Michaela Cantwell, Giuseppa Provenzano, 
Dennis Dempsey, Florinda Ingino, Salvatore Insalaco, 
Marie Riccardi, Baby Marie Brien, Matthew Wotton, 
Paolo Conti and Michael Taylor. May their souls and the 
souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest 
in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR APRIL: Let 
us pray for priests going through 
moments of crisis in their vocation, that 
they may find the accompaniment they 
need and that communities may support 

them with understanding and prayer. 
 

EASTER VIGIL: Please pray for those to be fully 
initiated into the Church this Easter Vigil. 
Catechumens: Jenna, Marion, Thomas, Hayley and 
Candidates: Colin, Dalila, Abi, Peaches, Tracie, Ron, 
Marisol, Angela and Kyle. 
 

PRAYER GROUP PRAYER GROUP 
There will be no meeting in April, but 
will resume again Thursday 7th May 

at 7.30pm in the crypt. All are welcome. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 12th & 26th April.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on 
19th April.  More helpers are needed to help with the 
liturgy and training will be given.  Please contact the 
presbytery if you would like to find out more.  
 

AYLESFORD PRIORY PILGRIMAGE DAY 
will be held on Thursday 7th May and the 
coach will leave at 9am. The price of the coach 

is £16.00 and you can either bring a packed lunch or buy 
lunch there. If you would like to go, please complete the 
tear off slip and return it to the presbytery with the 
£16.00.  
 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY will be held at 
Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 23rd May at 

2:30pm. All couples in the Diocese, who are celebrating 
their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every 

year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic marriage 
in 2026 are invited.  If you are celebrating an 
anniversary, please contact the presbytery with 
husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal 
address and contact email (or telephone number, if no 
email) by 13th April. 

BIBLE STUDY will commence 
for 20-30-year olds and will be 
held on the 17th April from 7.15-

8.15pm in the crypt and thereafter meet bi-monthly 

HOLY HOUR for the dignity of human life will be held 
on Sunday 19th April from 8-9pm.  

MAY PROCESSION will be held after the 
9.15am Mass on Wednesday 13th May, the 
feast of our Lady of Fatima. 

 
‘INSTRUCTIONS FOR MY FUNERAL MASS’ 
leaflets are available beside the newsletters at the 
back of church, if you wish to complete one. Please 
hand the completed copy into the presbytery.  
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 

 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

Dante & Feni Necchi-Ghiri RIP 
Carlo Ferraro RIP 

Matthew Wotton RIP 
James Griffin RIP 



CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE resumes on Tuesday 14th 
April at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for all who 
want to learn more about becoming a Catholic, 

or if you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply 
want to renew your faith. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The 
next meeting will be on Monday 27th April at 7pm. 

Please return your Sponsor form and Nomination form 
as soon as possible. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The next meeting will be 
Mass on Sunday 19th April in church, not the crypt. 
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
EMMAUS WALK will be on Sat 11th April at 2pm. 

Meet at The Star, High Street, Standon, SG11 1LB. 
 

BROXBOURNE FOODBANK - 
HELPERS NEEDED: We're looking for 
volunteers to help Broxbourne 
Foodbank in its important work 
supporting those in need in two particular roles. Can 
you help? (1) Preparing Food Parcels - two new 
volunteers are needed on Mondays and two on 
Thursdays to help prepare parcels at the warehouse 
(near Tesco, Brookfield Centre, Cheshunt). You would 
be needed from mid-morning to mid-afternoon on a 
weekly basis. (2) Drivers - we're looking for two new 
drivers, one to collect the foodbank van on Wednesdays 
to take food to St. Joseph's (Waltham Cross) for the 
distribution there and return it and the crates back to the 
warehouse afterwards (Wednesdays, ~12.30-3pm), and 
the other to do likewise for the distribution from St. 
Catherine and St. Paul's, Hoddesdon (Thursdays, ~9-
11am). We need people to cover this on the 8th & 9th 

April, so if you can help, please contact Ben Quant, 
ben.quant@gmail.com, 07913 331196 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Estrella Clucas, Tina Pegna, Pat 
Callanan & Maria Goodwin. Thank you for your help.  
If you can help, please contact the presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ 
 

FINANCE 

PLANNED GIVING: If you still 
haven’t collected your new box of 
offertory envelopes, please contact 
the presbytery.  

 

NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit door 
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please complete the 
Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  

for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 

 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
taken from the Easter Vigil Exsultet 

 

Rejoice, heavenly powers! 
Sing, choirs of angels!  

Exult, all creation around God's throne!  
Jesus Christ, our King, is risen!  
Sound the trumpet of salvation. 

Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendour,  
radiant in the brightness of your King! 
Christ has conquered!  Glory fills you!  

Darkness vanishes for ever. 
Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! 

The risen Saviour shines upon you. 
Let this place resound with joy, 

echoing the mighty song of all God's people.   
Father, how wonderful your care for us!  

How boundless your merciful love!  
To ransom a slave, You gave away your Son.  

O happy fault, O necessary sin of Adam,  
which gained for us so great a Redeemer. 

 

WELCOMING ALL NEW PARISHIONERS! 
Please complete the New Parishioner Registration 
Form if you have not already registered as a new 

parishioner.  We can then add you to our database and 
welcome you to our parish community.  You will find 

the forms in the porch in church. 
Thank you to all those who have registered as new 

parishioners. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO AYLESFORD  
PRIORY ON 7th MAY  

Name: ………………………………….………………... 
 

Contact no: …………………………………………….. 
 

Email address…………………………………………. 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 
 

……………………………………………….…………. 
 

Paid £16 Chq  yes/no Cash yes/no  BACS yes/no 
 
Please return to the presbytery in an envelope with your name on 
together with the £16.00. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 

day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the 
full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  

Sat 4th April HOLY SATURDAY 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.30am-11am Confessions 
6pm Italian Easter Vigil 
9pm Mass of the Easter Vigil Bishop Paul’s intentions 
 

Sun 5th April EASTER SUNDAY 

9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Matthew Wotton RIP anniv 

Page 251 Parish Mass Books  
Page 364 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Acts 10:34a,37-43 
We ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
 

Ps 118 — This is the day the Lord has made; let us 
rejoice in it and be glad. 
 

2nd Reading: Colossians 3: 1-4 
Seek the things that are above, where Christ is.   

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Christ, our Passover 
lamb, has been sacrificed; let us therefore celebrate 
the festival in the Lord. Alleluia. 
 
Gospel:  John 20: 1-9 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: Acts 2: 42-47 
2nd Reading: 1 Peter 1: 3-9 
Gospel: John 20: 19-31 

Mon 6th April MONDAY WITHIN OCTAVE OF EASTER 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Decd members of Murphy & Galligan Families 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 7th April TUESDAY WITHIN OCTAVE OF EASTER 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
7pm Mass Jackie Whelehan RIP 
 

Wed 8th April WEDNESDAY WITHIN OCTAVE OF EASTER 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Rose McDonagh followed by coffee in the 
crypt                   
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 9th April THURSDAY WITHIN OCTAVE OF EASTER 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.00am Mass Pauline Whelehan RIP 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Friday 10th April FRIDAY WITHIN OCTAVE OF EASTER 
(no Friday abstinence) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass In Thanksgiving 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday 11th April SAT WITHIN OCTAVE OF EASTER 
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Malachy Coogan RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 12th April SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER/DIVINE 
MERCY 
9.15am Mass   Bill Anthony RIP 
11.15am Mass Antonino & Giuseppa Cannatella RIP anniv 
7pm Adoration 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 7th           NO Lunch club, crypt Tues 7th               2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt 
 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. 
— NEW PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed 
forms should be posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery 
letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano 
vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della 
posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


