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YEAR A SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 10TH MAY 2026
Gospel: John 14: 15-21
| will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper.

The joy of resurrection, of knowing Christ’s victory
over sin, death and evil is true joy. As Jesus lives, so
we live. We are not just living, but truly alive in
Him and without confinement. The Resurrection
shows that God is true to his character, promises
and revelation. Joy is the only response to his
saving acts, which is precisely what the psalmist
does today in our psalm, written many hundreds of
years before the Resurrection. He invites the whole
earth to cry out with joy to God. He tells of what
the Lord has done for his soul. He remembers God’s
mighty works in creation and how he delivered the
chosen people from slavery. He remembers
answered prayers. He recognises God’s merciful
love even before the mercy of the cross. He invites
his audience to place their joy in God, not in anything or anyone else. To know joy is more important than feeling it, though
often we know joy through our feelings. It is in the nature of joy to surprise us. It wouldn’t be joy if it didn’t. When least
expected, joy suddenly comes upon us. This was the experience of the people of Samaria. They were filled with joy, as Philip
the deacon proclaimed to them the good news. People were set free and healed in response to the word. They experienced
joy even before they received the Holy Spirit, whom they received, not at the hands of Philip, but of the apostles, Peter and
John, who arrived from Jerusalem on hearing that the Samaritans had been saved. Since Philip (whom Acts has told us was
“full of the Spirit’) could only have preached the gospel in the power of the Spirit, why could he himself not have imparted
the Spirit to the newly baptised? Here, we have an insight into the catholic ordering of the early church. Philip’s ministry was
that of a deacon, not that of a bishop, and so the affirmation or confirmation in the Spirit had to come at first hand from the
apostles at Jerusalem. The integration of the converted Samaritans into the catholic apostolic community of faith would release
further blessings for them, as the newly baptised experienced the joyful fruit of the Spirit. The pattern of the reception of the
Spirit at Samaria, first the receiving of the word of God and then the Spirit, is normative. Only when Jesus is exalted and the
Father honoured, is the Spirit released. In our gospel today, Jesus tells the apostles that he would send the Spirit to those who
love him and keep his commandments. The Spirit cannot come into the heart of one who doesn’t love Jesus or hasn’t welcomed
him. If a heart is unclean and has not repented of its sins, the Holy Spirit doesn’t enter. It is said that the Spirit is likened to a
dove. Doves do not alight on filth, whereas pigeons do. The Father sends the Spirit at Jesus” invitation. ‘I will ask the Father and
he will give you another Helper to be with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth which the world cannot receive’. There has never been
greater spiritual dissatisfaction and searching than today, yet most people are searching in the wrong places. Go into any
bookstore or online and you will encounter a wealth of spiritualities on offer. It is big business. There are many things you
can purchase in the market of spirituality. Much of it is toxic. There is a reason why the Spirit is called Holy. What passes
today for spiritual enlightenment has little or nothing to do with the Holy Spirit, whose gift is grounded only in obedience
and love of Christ. As St John tells us elsewhere, we need to test the spirits. The Spirit is the spirit of truth who leads us not
away from, but only towards the person of our Saviour Jesus Christ, his incarnation, death, resurrection and ascension. Jesus
is the truth, not man in his orientation towards self. Our fallen nature need first to welcome the light of Christ through
repentance before we can receive the fire of the Spirit....whom, as Jesus tells us today, ‘the world cannot receive, because it neither
sees him nor knows him’. Once we welcome Jesus and believe in him, as St John says in his prologue, we receive the power of
God to become children of God. Just like the natural wind, the wind of the Spirit empowers the energy which brings life to
the circuit. Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Joshua Cook
who will be baptised this weekend.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS
SUNDAY’S FIRST COMMUNICANTS:
Tommy Burke, Raffaele Castronovo,
Lennie Chappell, Lorenzo Cuffaro, Owen
Hawkins, Alana McGarvey-Buka, Isabel
Rullo, Joseph Simpson, Lily Spires, Billie Thomson and
Faithful Udeh.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Andy Anderson, Ann Zwager and all those
whose anniversaries occur at this time including David
Hale, Joan Hiscock, Patrick Danagher, Wendy Pyper,
Pasquale Re, Francesco Borrelli, Elizabeth Coffey,
Antonio Campaniello, Mary Wilson, Pat Dempsey, Leon
Jaselsky, Maurice Cattini, Tadeusz Buczak, Calogero
Milazzo, Antonina Morreale, Daniela Ruggiero and
Antonino Quintile. May their souls and the souls of all the
faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will
be held from 5-6pm on Monday, due to the
Confirmation meeting.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MAY: Let
us pray that everyone, from large
. producers to small consumers, be
committed to avoid wasting food, and to
ensure that everyone has access to
quality food.

PRAYER GROUP PRAYER GROUP [ "\
There will be no meeting in April, but GWHP‘

will resume again Thursday 21st May
at 7.30pm in the crypt. All are welcome.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next dates: 14t & 28t June.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on
10t & 17th May. More helpers are needed to help with
the liturgy and training will be given. Please contact the
presbytery if you would like to find out more.

MONTH OF OUR LADY: During May, a
decade of the Rosary will be prayed for
before each Mass.

MAY PROCESSION will be held after the
9.15am Mass on Wednesday 13 May, the feast of our
Lady of Fatima.

ADORATION: On Sunday 10* May 7-
8pm there will be  Adoration
accompanied by Taizé chants and the
Rosary.

The next BIBLE STUDY for 20-30-year olds is the 22nd
BIBLE STUDY

May from 7.15-8.15pm in the
crypt. We meet twice a month.
Bibles are available if you don’t

have your own.

ASCENSION DAY is on Thursday 14th
May and is a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass
will be at 9.15am, 2pm and 8pm. Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament will be at 8.30am
and 7pm.

PARISH TRIP TO ST ALBANS
ABBEY will be on Friday 19t June.
The coach will leave the church at
9am and leave St Albans at 3pm.
We will have Mass at the Abbey at
12 noon. The price of the coach is £15 per person. If
you would like to come, please complete the tear off
slip in the newsletter and return it to the presbytery.

O OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
8, \31 CANDLES: We now have special candles
X from Walsingham which can be lit to be
placed on the plinth around the statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You
can book the candle for any intentions or for someone
who has passed, and their name or intention will be
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the
newsletter.

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the
following intentions:
Bert Zwager RIP 100 Birthday
Alice Carrubba RIP

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
‘@-“E‘& COME AND SEE continues on Tuesday 12t
May at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for all who
want to learn more about becoming a Catholic,
or if you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply
want to renew your faith.

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The
next meeting will be on Monday 11 May at 7pm.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The practice will be on
Saturday 16t May at 11.30am for those making their
First Holy Communion on the 17 May.




SCHOOLS

GOVERNOR VACANCY: St Cross School
are looking for Foundation Governors. BECOME A
Training is provided to help Governors !PGZSESSSR
fulfil their very important role. If you are a  [SESSNEN b
practising Catholic and are interested in givin:
something back to your local Catholic school, please let
Fr Julian know. More information can be found at
www.rcdow.org.uk/education/governors/serving-as-
a-governor.

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S hold Toddler & Baby
Group sessions on Tuesdays from 9-11am in the church
crypt and also at the playgroup on Wednesday & Friday
afternoons from 1.30-3.00pm. All are welcome and there
is no need to book.

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 CLUB are now due
for renewals. The price is £12 per number. Please post
your money in an envelope through the Under 5’s
letterbox. Spare numbers are also available if you would
like one.

JUSTICE & PEACE

CAFOD's call on the Prime Minister to tackle the Global
Debt Crisis -Last summer, as part of the Jubilee year, our
Parish joined a powerful movement against global debt
crisis, with over 35,000 standing in solidarity with low-
income countries by signing the Church's
petition. We're being asked to run another petition this
Summer, but not the same one as last year. More next
week, about the shift in how the debt crisis is viewed by
the UK government!

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS
, EMMAUS WALK will be on 16t May at
n 2pm. Meet at St Andrew’s Church,
Stanstead Abbotts SG12 8BU.

PARISH PICNIC will be held on Sunday 9% August.
More details to follow in due course, but please put the
date in your diary!

PRIEST TRAINING FUND: Thank you for your
generosity to the Priest Training Fund. The total amount
collected was £802.13. You can still donate online at
rcdow.org.uk/PriestTrainingFund.

CHURCH CLEANING: Pat Kavanagh, Sue Alvey,
Mima Salvo and Val. Thank you for your help. If you
can help, please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online
https:/ /jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your offering
here by scanning the QR Code with your
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a
contactless device at the left-hand exit door
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please complete the
Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For

those whose finances are more stable at present, please
consider your parish giving, to help the parish out.
Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370

GIFT AID: Many parishioners have already signed
Gift-Aid forms, which enables the parish to . ]%‘u‘ 1it
collect the tax on the donations they have ﬂ{

made through envelopes or standing orders. There is no
further cost to the donor but the parish is able to claim
another £1 for every £4 donated under Gift Aid. You
will need to be a UK taxpayer to sign a Gift-Aid form
and you will find some forms at the back of the church
beside the newsletters. If your circumstances have
changed and you pay insufficient or no tax, simply
inform a.s.a.p. the Presbytery, and your Gift-Aid
declaration will be cancelled

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
May is the month of Mary!
HAIL HOLY QUEEN

Hail Holy Queen, Mother of mercy, Hail,
our life, our sweetness, and our hope. To
thee do we cry, poor banished children of
Eve. To thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping
in this vale of tears. Turn then, most gracious advocate thine
eyes of mercy towards us. And after this, our exile, show unto
us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O clement O loving
O sweet Virgin Mary. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God, that
we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. Amen

[ i

-------------------- cut X here==-==--ccuaunann
PILGRIMAGE DAY TO ST ALBANS ABBEY
ON FRIDAY 19™ JUNE £15
NI i
CoNtaCt N0 oo s

Email address.......ccooiviiiiiiii

Paid £15 Chq enclosed yes/no BACS yes/no Cash
yes/no

Next-of-kin name & contact number:

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file. After the
Pilgrimage day, your details will be securely destroyed.
You can read the
full privacy policy on redow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy.
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Liturgy this week
Saturday 9 May
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

10am Mass Francesco Borrelli & Family
—————————————

4.00pm ltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass Maurice Cattini RIP

Sun 10t May SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9.15am Mass For the Parish

11.15am Mass Daniela Ruggiero RIP

2pm 15t HC Mass

7-8pm Adoration with the Rosary and Taize

Mon 11th May

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15 Mass Margaret Galligan RIP

5-6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 12t May St Pancras

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Thomas & Kathleen’s ints

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 13t May Our Lady of Fatima

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Vicky Forni RIP followed by the May
Procession and coffee in the crypt

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Today’s Liturgy
Page 268 Parish Mass Books
Page 387 in Sunday Missals

1t Reading: Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17
They laid their hands on them and they received the Holy
Spirit.

Ps 65 — Cry out with joy to God, all the earth.

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 3: 15-18
Being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the
spirit.

Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. If anyone loves me, he
will keep my word, says the Lord, and my Father will
love him, and we will come to him. Alleluia.

Gospel: John 14: 15-21
| will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Helper.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
(YEAR A)

15t Reading: Acts 1: 12-14
2nd Reading: 1 Peter 4: 13-16
Gospel: John 17: 1-11a

Thurs 14t May ASCENSION OF THE LORD
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Marie O’Brien’s ints

2pm Mass with both schools Andy Anderson RIP
7pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

8pm Mass Private intention

Friday 15" May

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Thomas Ayerst RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 16" May St Simon Stock
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Alberto Beschizza RIP

4.00pm ltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass Justin Ighade ints

Sun 17 May SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9.15am Mass For the Parish
11.15am Mass Maurice Cattini RIP 2pm 15t HC Mass

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 = 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Mon 11th
Tues 12th

7pm Confirmation, crypt
1pm Lunch club, crypt

Tues 12t
Sat 16t

2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt
2pm Emmaus Walk

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted
through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti
i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta compilati, i questionari
devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




