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YEAR A                          SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                       17TH MAY 2026 
Gospel: John 17: 1-11a 
Father, glorify your Son. 

In today’s gospel Jesus says that he has manifested his Father’s 
name. To manifest someone’s name is to make their true identity 
known. God’s true nature was hidden for the most part from the 
children of Israel, even though they were chosen recipients of God’s 
revelation. Throughout their history God revealed himself to only a 
few people, and even then, only partially. Moses who got closer 
than most, was not allowed to see God’s face. To see God was to die. 
The psalmist today longs to gaze on the beauty of the Lord, and to 
seek his face. It is a future hope not a reality. God’s name in Hebrew 
was considered so holy that it could not be pronounced or written 
down, so that it was translated as kyrios, Greek for Lord. The nearest 
that we get to this divine name being revealed is when Moses asked 
God for his name, so that he could inform the Jews that was divinely commissioned to lead them out of captivity. God told 
him, ‘I am who I am… ...This is my name for ever’. No one can be more present than the first person singular, so God was 
reminding Moses and the Jews of his eternal presence. We worship the same God. He is always here, and never absent, even 
when he may appear to be far away from us. On many occasions Jesus used the first person singular, ‘I am’, of himself. In 
John’s gospel, he declares that ‘I am the bread of life, the light of the world, the door/gate of the sheep, the good shepherd, the true vine, 
the resurrection and the life, the way, the truth and the life’. In the Apocalypse, Jesus further declares, ‘I am the Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end, the first and the last, the living one, and the root and offspring of David, and the bright morning star’. As 
these descriptive titles are necessarily attributes of God, he was making an unequivocal claim to be God incarnate. Jesus in 
his person embodies the very attributes of God, enabling us to know God. In Jesus, the name of God, the very nature of God 
is enfleshed. Through these ‘I am’ attributes and through his words, works and character, Jesus revealed the Father’s heart 
and his very nature. As John says in his gospel, ‘No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son..has revealed Him’. The Letter 
to the Hebrews goes further, the ‘Son is the exact representation of God’s nature’. Through their senses, the disciples came to 
know God the Son. St John in his first letter says, ‘That which from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched…this we proclaim concerning the Word of Life’, words which would have 
been shocking for John’s Jewish contemporaries. While we distinguish between Jesus (the Word made flesh) and the Father, 
different persons of the Trinity, between them there is no defect of identity. Jesus himself will tell Philip the apostle, ‘’whoever 
has seen me has seen the Father’. Since glory is synonymous with the Father in heaven, it is synonymous also with Jesus. In his 
high priestly prayer, from which our gospel today comes, Jesus shows us that his glory was hidden in his humanity. He asks 
his Father to ‘glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed’. We have just celebrated the 
Feast of the Ascension when Jesus returned to the glory of his Father. Yet the process of glorification, his returning to his 
Father, started in the Upper Room. John tells us that after Judas left the room, Jesus said ’Now is the Son of Man glorified and 
God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself and will glorify him at once’. Later he will pray, as his arrest approached, 
’Father, the hour has come, glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you’. The greatest revelation of Jesus’ glory and his greatest 
glorification of the Father was through his cross, the climax of his life-giving mission which the Father had asked him to 
accomplish on earth. That mission also, in that it foreshowed the cross, also brought glory to his Father. ’I glorified you on earth, 
having accomplished the work that you gave me to do’. His cross, resurrection and ascension would further glorify the Father, and 
were the necessary prelude to the coming of the Spirit. Before Jesus goes to the cross, St John tells us that the Spirit had not 
yet come because Jesus had not yet been glorified. His glorification (through the cross, resurrection and ascension) enables 
the Spirit of glory to come, the Spirit which enables us to know God’s name Abba, and to manifest his glory in the world. 
Come Holy Spirit fill the hearts of your faithful and enkindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created 
and you shall renew the face of the earth.                                                                                                                                            Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS 
SUNDAY’S FIRST COMMUNICANTS:  
Sienna-Lou Baranowski, Devon Brennan, 
Hudson Bridgeman, Kian Brown, Alex 
Brunton, Evelina Culora, Mila Di Zenzo, 

Alessio Ingrao, Dario Martorana, Andre Miguel, 
Fernando Miguel, Enrico Misuraca, Alessio Romano, 
Luca Romano, Massimo Sigona, Max Truszkowski, 
Edith-Jean Twiggins and Alessio Vitale.  
 

FILIPPO SCHEMBRI of Sedge Green died recently. His 
Requiem will be on Wednesday 3rd June at 11am.  
                                                                             May he rest in peace. 

 
PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Filippo Schembri, Andy Anderson and all 
those whose anniversaries occur at this time including 
Fiorina Boskovic, Giovanni Tuzzeo, Felice La Corte, 
Elizabeth Sloan, Barbara Murphy, Darrell Divers and 
Maurice Cattini. May their souls and the souls of all the 
faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MAY:  Let 
us pray that everyone, from large 
producers to small consumers, be 
committed to avoid wasting food, and to 
ensure that everyone has access to 

quality food. 

PRAYER GROUP PRAYER GROUP 
There will be no meeting in April, but 
will resume again Thursday 21st May 

at 7.30pm in the crypt. All are welcome. 

The next BIBLE STUDY for those in their 20s and 30s is 
the 22nd May from 7.15-8.15pm 
in the crypt. We meet twice a 
month. Bibles are available if 

you don’t have your own.  
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 14th & 28th June.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on 
17th May, 7th & 21st June.  More helpers are needed to 
help with the liturgy and training will be given.  Please 
contact the presbytery if you would like to find out 
more.  

MONTH OF OUR LADY: During May, a 
decade of the Rosary will be prayed for 
before each Mass.  

 

PARISH TRIP TO ST ALBANS 
ABBEY will be on Friday 19th 

June.  The coach will leave the 
church at 9am and leave St Albans 
at 3pm.  We will have Mass at the 
Abbey at 12 noon. The price of the coach is £15 per 

person.  If you would like to come, please complete 
the tear off slip in the newsletter and return it to the 
presbytery. 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 

 
HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE continues on Tuesday 19th 
May at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for all who 
want to learn more about becoming a Catholic, 

or if you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply 
want to renew your faith. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The 
next meeting will be on Monday 1st June at 7pm.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The practice will be on 
Saturday 16th May at 11.30am for those making their 
First Holy Communion on the 17th May.  
  

SCHOOLS 
GOVERNOR VACANCY: St Cross School 
are looking for Foundation Governors.  
Training is provided to help Governors 
fulfil their very important role. If you are a 
practising Catholic and are interested in giving 
something back to your local Catholic school, please let 
Fr Julian know.  More information can be found at 
www.rcdow.org.uk/education/governors/serving-as-
a-governor.  
 

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S hold Toddler & Baby 
Group sessions on Tuesdays from 9-11am in the church 
crypt and also at the playgroup on Wednesday & Friday 
afternoons from 1.30-3.00pm.  All are welcome and there 
is no need to book.  
 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

Michael Galligan 
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ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 

CLUB are now due for renewals.  The price 
is £12 per number. Please post your money 
in an envelope through the Under 5’s 

letterbox.  Spare numbers are also available if you would 
like one. The winner for May is Collette Donaghey. 
Congratulations! 
 
ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE ALUMNI: 
Please join us for a Barbecue at the 
College on 26/06/26, 6-9pm, £15. This 
will be one of the final opportunities to 
visit the current school building before it 
is rebuilt. To book, please scan the QR code. 
 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE. 
CAFOD:  Last year CAFOD 
reports that "a lot was achieved in 
2025, but we need to carry 
on!"  Government ministers and 

officials now speak openly about the need to tackle 
unsustainable debt.  The Foreign Secretary, Yvette 
Cooper, said "Countries should not be held back 
economically by unacceptable debt repayments that 
make them more fragile and end up in a vicious 
cycle".  CAFOD say that they have seen a change in the 
openness of the government to explore solutions ...!  To 
be continued! 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
PARISH PICNIC will be held on Sunday 9th August. 
More details to follow in due course, but please put the 
date in your diary! 
 
KYIV CLASSIC ACCORDION are giving a Concert of 
Classical and Ukrainian Music 
in the church, or parish 
garden, weather permitting on 
Wednesday 24th June at 7-15pm. This is a free concert 
but there will be a box for donations.! This is in aid of 
UK-AID, Felsted Aid for Deprived Children in Ukraine 
affected by the Chernobyl disaster. 
 

INTERESTED IN TRAINING AND 
VOLUNTEERING AS A 
RELATIONSHIP COUNSELLOR? 

Marriage Care is a Catholic organisation offering 
relationship support.  We are looking for empathetic 
individuals committed to supporting adult 
relationships to train on our Certificate in Relationship 

Counselling (CRC) and to volunteer with us to make a 
real difference to couples and families. There are costs 
associated with training on our CRC, but no one is 
excluded on the basis of their ability to pay.  Find out 
more by visiting: www.marriagecare.org.uk or 
emailing: volunteer@marriagecare.org.uk 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Michele & Pelle De Luca and 
Sophie Lenguito. Thank you for your help.  If you can 
help, please contact the presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ 

FINANCE 

NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit door 
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please complete the 
Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

Regina Coeli Prayer 
 

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, 
alleluia. For He whom you did 
merit to bear, alleluia. Has risen, 
as he said, alleluia. Pray for us to 
God, alleluia. Rejoice and be glad, 
O Virgin Mary, alleluia. For the 
Lord has truly risen, alleluia. Let 
us pray. O God, who gave joy to the world through 
the resurrection of Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
grant we beseech Thee, that through the intercession 
of the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we may obtain the 
joys of everlasting life. Through the same Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO ST ALBANS ABBEY 
ON FRIDAY 19TH JUNE £15 

Name: ………………………………….………………….. 
 
Contact no.: ……………………………………………… 
 
Email address……………………………………………. 
 
Paid £15 Chq enclosed yes/no BACS yes/no Cash 
yes/no 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 

……………………………………………….………………. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the 

Pilgrimage day, your details will be securely destroyed.  
You can read the  

full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week 
Saturday 16th May St Simon Stock 
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Alberto Beschizza RIP 

 Today’s Liturgy  
Page 275 Parish Mass Books  
Page 401 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Acts 1: 12-14 
All with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer. 
 

Ps 27 — I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the 
land of the living.  
 

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 4: 13-16 
If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. I will not leave you as 
orphans, says the Lord.  I am going away and I will 
come to you, and your hearts will rejoice. Alleluia. 
 
Gospel:  John 17: 1-11a 
Father, glorify your Son.  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
PENTECOST SUNDAY 

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: Acts 2: 1-11 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-7, 12-13 
Gospel: John 20:19-23 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Justin Ighade ints 
 

Sun 17th May SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
9.15am Mass   For the Parish  
11.15am Mass Maurice Cattini RIP        
2pm 1st HC Mass    

Mon 18th May  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Thanksgiving Nsonwah Family 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 19th May St Dunstan 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass James Griffin RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 20th May St Bernardine  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Mary Lee-Lozone RIP followed by coffee in 
the crypt     
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 21st May St Christopher Magallenes 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.00am Mass Bridget Johnston’s ints 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Friday 22nd May St Rita  
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Neil McDonnell RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday 23rd May  
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Nadia Miragliotta RIP` 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Michael O’Connor RIP 
 

Sun 24th May PENTECOST SUNDAY 
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Lina & Vincenzo Tuzzeo RIP  

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 19th              1pm Lunch club, crypt 
Tues 19th              2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt 

Thurs 21st               7.30pm Prayer group, crypt 
Fri 22nd                   7.15pm Bible Study, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted 
through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti 
i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari 

devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


