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YEAR A PENTECOST SUNDAY 24TH MAY 2026
Gospel: John 20: 19-23

As the Father has sent me, even so | am sending you. Receive the Holy Spirit.
Today is the Feast of Pentecost when we celebrate the & | .
coming of the Holy Spirit upon the followers of Jesus. In the
history of the chosen people, the Holy Spirit sometimes filled
individuals for specific purposes. Against this backdrop, the
prophecy of Joel foresaw a future where God’s Spirit would
fall more widely, in fact upon all mankind. "This says the Lord,
Twill pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young
men shall see visions’. Peter appealed to this prophecy on the
day of Pentecost, so that the Jews could see that the Spirit
was fulfilling Joel’s prophecy in and through Jesus’
followers. Our new translation implies that it was only the
apostles who were the recipients of the Spirit. Actually, the
biblical text says ‘they’, meaning the believers generally, a group which would include not just the apostles, but Mary, Jesus’
family, and the wider group of disciples, as the Church has always believed. They had gathered together in one place, perhaps
the Temple, in obedience to Jesus’ command to the apostles that they should stay in Jerusalem for ‘the promise of the Father’.
The Spirit fell upon each of them at the same time, empowering them not to do their own thing, but to glorify Jesus and the
mighty works of God. The text reinforces their collective identity by saying that they were not just together in one place, but
that they were all with one accord, as one translation puts it. Even before the Spirit fashioned the unity of the Church, they
were with one accord as Jesus’ followers. Just as different musical chords produce harmony, so the different followers of Jesus
were of one accord. It is when we are in accord with God’s purposes that the Spirit most blesses. In fact, the psalmist says that
when we dwell in unity, the Lord commands the blessing. On Pentecost, the blessing of the Spirit birthed the Church and
launched it on its mission. Each member was considered important, a part of the whole. They were empowered, not to do
what they might wish to do, but to do what God wanted them to do. The Spirit always draws us to Jesus and the Father,
never to himself, fostering unity not disunity. This is why St Paul in the second reading today likens the Spirit-filled Church
to a physical body of many organs and members each with its own vital function. On Pentecost the first mission of the Church
was to draw together into unity the lost children of Israel. Many of the Jews of the dispersion had gathered in Jerusalem for
the Feast of Pentecost. All these Jews (or proselytes becoming Jews) spoke in the different languages of the Mediterranean
and beyond. Very few of them would have been Hebrew speakers. Hebrew tended to be the language of the synagogue and
Temple, not common speech. Their first language would have been the language of the country from which they came. There
would also have been among them Gentile visitors to Jerusalem, also speaking their own languages. Through the Spirit, these
different languages would become the vehicles for transmitting the gospel across the ancient world, foreshadowing the later
mission of the Church. What happened at Pentecost is truly remarkable. The Spirit gave the disciples the ability to speak in
known languages, which they had never been taught, so that they could communicate the good news across linguistic barriers.
This spiritual gift was the gift of tongues of men rather than of angels, to use St Paul’s distinction in Corinthians between the
two linguistic gifts. The apostolic preaching on the day of Pentecost brought into unity with Christ, the peoples of the world.
This is the opposite of what had happened after Babel. Human beings had tried to build their own unity without reference to
God resulting in the destruction of Babel and the dispersion of languages. At Pentecost the Spirit was seen to unite the nations
on God’s own terms... founded upon Christ, the only sure foundation, and more solid than any man-made edifice. Is the
concept of united nations more than wishful thinking? True unity comes only through Christ and His Church. The Spirit-
birthed Church, as St Paul shows today, breaks down the barriers of national, racial and social distinctions. Through the gift
of the Spirit at Pentecost we are all brothers and sisters in Christ. Today the family of the Church was birthed. Happy Birthday!
Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY
WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Leo Marra,
Freya Newton and Leo Russo who will be baptised this
weekend.

MASS on Monday will be at 8am with Exposition at
7.30am. There will be no evening Exposition. There will
be no 9.15am Mass on Tuesday, but instead Mass will
be at 7pm, with Exposition at 6pm. Mass on Saturday
30t May will be at 8am instead of 10am, with Exposition
at 7.30am.

FILIPPO SCHEMBRI of Sedge Green died recently. His
Requiem will be on Wednesday 3t June at 11am.

ANGELA MIRAGLIOTTA of Rye Road died recently.
Details of her funeral will follow in due course.

SUSAN KIELY of Gladstone Road died recently. Details
of her funeral will follow in due course.

ANDY ANDERSON, a former parishioner died
recently. His Requiem will be on Friday 5% June at
11.30am at Our Lady and St Benedict church, Minnis
Road, Birchington, Kent CT7 9SF. All are welcome.
May they rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Susan Kiely, Filippo Schembri, Andy
Anderson and Angela Miragliotta and all those whose
anniversaries occur at this time including Girolamo
Ferraro, Arthur McCafferty, Jan Dukta, Eileen Kelly,
Pasqualina Hussein, David Lloyd-Jones, Donato Fonzo,
Angelika Mangiun, Michael O’Connor and Linda and
Vincenzo Tuzzeo. May their souls and the souls of all the
faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MAY: Let
us pray that everyone, from Ilarge
producers to small consumers, be
committed to avoid wasting food, and to
ensure that everyone has access to

quality food.

PRAYER GROUP PRAYER GROUP [ "s
will resume again Thursday 18 June G"“HP‘
at 7.30pm in the crypt. All are welcome

: The next BIBLE STUDY for
BIBLE STUDY those in their 20s and 30s is the
W ol )n & 26% June from 7.15-

8.15pm in the crypt. We meet
twice a month. Bibles are available if you don’t have
your own.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next dates: 14th & 28t June.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on,
7th & 21¢t June. More helpers are needed to help with
the liturgy and training will be given. Please contact the
presbytery if you would like to find out more.

DIOCESAN MASS OF THANKSGIVING FOR
MATRIMONY will be held this weekend at
Westminster Cathedral. We congratulate our
parishioners that are attending: Michele & Pelle De Luca
(50 years), Pat & Carol Kavanagh (50 years), Gina &
Dean Butti (40 years) Melinda & Dawood Gunkel (25
years), Salome & David Githinji (25 years).

CORPUS CHRISTI is on Sunday 7t
June and there will be Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament in the garden at
F3 7pm, weather permitting. Otherwise,
it will be in the church.

PARISH TRIP TO ST ALBANS
ABBEY will be on Friday 19t
June. The coach will leave the
church at 9am and leave St Albans
at 3pm. We will have Mass at the
Abbey at 12 noon. The price of the coach is £15 per
person. If you would like to come, please complete
the tear off slip in the newsletter and return it to the
presbytery. There will be no Exposition or 12 noon
Mass on the 19th, but Mass will be held at 7pm with
Exposition at 6pm.

(,'\’ OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
8, \éj CANDLES: We now have special candles
v from Walsingham which can be lit to be
placed on the plinth around the statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You
can book the candle for any intentions or for someone
who has passed, and their name or intention will be
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the
newsletter.

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the
following intentions:
Private intention

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 2nd June
at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for all who want
to learn more about becoming a Catholic, or if
you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want
to renew your faith.

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The
next meeting will be on Monday 1¢ June at 7pm.




SCHOOLS
ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S hold Toddler & Baby
Group sessions on Tuesdays from 9-11am in the church
crypt and also at the playgroup on Wednesday & Friday
afternoons from 1.30-3.00pm. All are welcome and there
is no need to book.

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 CLUB are now due
for renewals. The price is £12 per number. Please post
your money in an envelope through the Under 5’s
letterbox. Spare numbers are also available.

ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE are holding a Sixth Form
Open Evening on Thursday 11*h June at 6.30pm. To
register visit https:/ /www.stedmundscollege.org/.

JUSTICE & PEACE.
CAF D CAFOD petition - Global campaigning
Gatnole agencyfr i 2025 added a real sense of public
mandate to discussions on debt at the
G7, G20 and UN General Assembly - Baroness
Chapman, Minister for International Development and
Africa, has said, "countries spend far more on debt
repayment than they do on health and education and
public services. That is not sustainable and we need a
solution. Various options are available .." This is
encouraging, but the government are yet to translate
these words into action. Next week, details of what
we're being asked to call on them to do!

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS
MEN’S BREAKFAST: Saturday 30 May
W 8.30am in crypt, short talk at 9am with
- Mass at 10am. This is an opportunity for

men to share and get together. Do join us as and when
you can.

PARISH PICNIC will be held on Sunday 9% August.
More details to follow in due course.

KYIV CLASSIC ACCORDION are

giving a Concert of Classical and UK'AID J@}
Ukrainian Music in the church, or

parish garden, weather permitting on Wednesday 24t
June at 7-15pm. This is a free concert but there will be a
box for donations.! This is in aid of UK-AID, Felsted Aid
for Deprived Children in Ukraine affected by the
Chernobyl disaster.

CHURCH CLEANING: Toni Iamarino, Penny Benge,
Amelia Dela Luna and Assunta lameo. Thank you for
your help. If you can help, please contact the
presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online
https:/ /jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

FINANCE

PLANNED GIVING DRIVE will take place next
weekend, when we will give you more specific details.
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone.
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer,
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For
those whose finances are more stable at present, please
consider your parish giving, to help the parish out.
Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

WRCDT Hoddesdon
40-05-20
31264370

Account Name:
Sort Code:
Account Number:

Pentecost Sequence

Holy Spirit, Lord of light, from the clear celestial height,
Thy pure beaming radiance give.

Come, Thou Father of the poor, come with treasures
which endure, come, Thou light of all that live!
Thou, of all consolers best, Thou, the soul’s delightful
guest, such refreshing peace bestow.

Thou in toil art comfort sweet; pleasant coolness in the
heat; solace in the midst of woe.

Light immortal, light divine, visit now these hearts of
Thine and our inmost being fill.

If Thou take Thy grace away, nothing pure in us will stay,
all our good is turned to ill.

Heal our wounds, our strength renew; on our dryness
pour Thy dew; wash the stains of sin away:

Bend the stubborn heart and will; melt the frozen; warm
the chill; guide the steps that go astray.

We pray Thee, we who evermore Thee confess and Thee
adore, with Thy sevenfold gifts descend: Give us comfort
when we die; give us life with Thee on high; give us joys
that never end.

-------------------- cut S here==-==--ucunnn-
PILGRIMAGE DAY TO ST ALBANS ABBEY
ON FRIDAY 19™ JUNE £15
NI e
CoNtact N0 oo s

Email address.......cooviiiiiiii

Paid £15 Chq enclosed yes/no BACS yes/no Cash
yes/no

Next-of-kin name & contact number:

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file. After the
Pilgrimage day, your details will be securely destroyed.
You can read the
full privacy policy on redow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy.
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Liturgy this week
Saturday 239 May

9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

10am Mass Nadia Miragliotta RIP
————————————

4.00pm ltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass Michael O’Connor RIP

Sun 24" May PENTECOST SUNDAY
9.15am Mass For the Parish

11.15am Mass Linda & Vincenzo Tuzzeo RIP
e EEEYE}Y}YEYEYETE

Mon 25t May Mary, Mother of the Church
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8am Mass Michael McDonagh

NO evening Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 26t May St Philip Neri

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

NO 9.15am Mass

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
7pm Mass Lawrence, Mongan & Stoke Families

Wed 27th May ST AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Bill Pollard RIP followed by coffee in the

crypt
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thurs 28" May OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, ETERNAL

Today’s Liturgy
Page 288 Parish Mass Books
Page 419 in Sunday Missals

1t Reading: Acts 1: 2: 1-11
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak.

Ps 104 — Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the
face of the earth.

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-7,12-13

In one Spirit we were all baptised info one body.

Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill
the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire
of your love. Allelvia.

Gospel: John 20: 19-23
As the Father has sent me, even so | am sending you.
Receive the Holy Spirit.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
MOST HOLY TRINITY
(YEAR A)

1t Reading: Exodus 34: 4b-6, 8-9
2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 13: 11-14
Gospel: John 3: 16-18

HIGH PRIEST

7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8.00am Mass Ellen O ‘Dwyer’s ints

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 29" May St Paul VI

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Anne Smith RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 30" May St Joan of Arc
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

8am Mass John West ints
I —

4.00pm ltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass Lynn O’Bryan’s ints

Sun 315t May MOST HOLY TRINITY
9.15am Mass Pasquale Ricotta RIP
11.15am Mass For the Parish

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 = 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any fime.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Tues 26t

1pm Lunch club, crypt

| Tues 26

2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be
posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI:
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




