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YEAR A                              FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                        3RD MAY 2026 
Gospel: John 14: 1-12 

I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
We have just celebrated the Feast of St Joseph the Worker. 
It reminds us that our foster father in the faith used his 
hands as a skilled craftsman, acknowledging the creative 
gifts that God had given him in support of his family and to 
bring glory to the Creator. While things are made sacred by 
being set apart for God, this doesn’t mean that the secular 
world or the world of employment cannot be an arena for 
holiness. In the light of the Jewish roots of our faith, where 
the whole of life is to be seen from the perspective of God’s 
kingdom, and where God’s sovereignty makes rightful 
claims on our time and energy, we would be hard pressed 
to divide the world into what is secular and what is sacred. 
Also, the incarnation (Jesus’ taking upon himself human 
flesh) alters our understanding of the material world as a 
vehicle for grace. Henceforth all human flesh through God’s 
grace, has the potentiality to be born again from above and 
become a temple for the Holy Spirit.  In Christ our status 
has changed. We are, in Peter’s words, a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation.. called to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. Even the humblest of occupations becomes ennobled, when offered sacrificially to God. Our charter 
of incorporation is our baptism which admits us as freemen and freewomen of the city of God. Through baptism, we are 
declared priests of God. We are also, though it goes unsaid, deacons of God, since we are to model Christ in his loving service 
within and without the community of faith. From among the baptised, through the sacrament of ordination, the Church sets 
apart priests and deacons to represent the rest of the body. Our first reading today from the acts of the apostles is seen as the 
start of the early diaconate, where deacons were ordained to supplement the work of the apostles. As the apostles did not 
wish to limit the time they spent praying and preaching, seven deacons were appointed to serve the community by carrying 
out more mundane tasks. The irony of this is that the men chosen, such as Stephen and Philip, didn’t keep to serving at tables, 
but proved to be intercessors of faith and preachers of the Word. Since they were to be ‘full of the Spirit and wisdom’, whatever 
work these deacons was done for God. As Brother Lawrence showed even kitchen chores can become a vehicle for holiness 
and the practice of the presence of God. Between the world of faith and the world of work there is no automatic division. 
Though apostles were called to leave their usual employment for God’s greater employment, sometimes the gospel opened 
up other work opportunities. St Paul himself derived his missionary income from tentmaking, as he travelled across the 
Mediterranean to proclaim the good news. For Paul, praying at all times, meant that his hands were not always clasped in 
prayer. However apostolic hands were often fully engaged pastorally, since as ambassadors for the Good Shepherd, they 
sought out new pastures, saved souls, led and ministered deeply to the needs of the flock. The picture of the gathered flock is 
not dissimilar from the integrated structure. Whether as shepherd or architect, God has an overall design for our spiritual 
development. For St Peter we are to be fashioned as living stones into a spiritual house, a living temple, through which 
everything we do glorifies God. This spiritual house is called to reflect the glory of heaven to the world, drawing others 
towards the beauty of our heavenly home. In the gospel today, Jesus talks of his Father’s house in heaven, which is the 
prototype of the spiritual edifice of the Church made of living stones. In my Father’s house are many rooms. He gives us a 
picture of the infinite spaciousness of heaven, which is beyond our spatial awareness. We are called to reflect that spaciousness 
in our lives and as the Church. Not content to live in the horizons of this world, we aspire to the next. St Peter reminds us that 
God has called us out of our darkness into his marvellous light. Let us acknowledge our loving Saviour who has made our 
passage possible. ‘I am the way, the truth and the life, says the Lord. No one comes to the Father except through me’.               Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 
 

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Ayla Teoli who 
will be baptised this weekend. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS 
SUNDAY’S FIRST COMMUNICANTS:  
Vienna Amico, Charlie Carroll, Jake 
Carroll, Luna Crimaudo, Luca Cuffaro, 
William Field, Harry Harrison, Adeo 

Ingrao, Evie Jones, Max Laserna, Lionel Lukasik, Henry 
Martin, Lily Moy, Alexander Muller, Ronnie 
Reddington, Harry Snell, Adriana Teoli, Esme Urso, 
Amelia & Florence Welsh. 
 
PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Ann Zwager and all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time including Timothy 
O’Brien, Francesco Tona, Luciana Gianfrancesco, Karl 
Schuster, Linda Tuzzeo, Dario Minichiello, John 
McElroy, Mary Lee-Lozone and Liberato Reveglia. May 
their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed through 
the mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MAY:  Let 
us pray that everyone, from large 
producers to small consumers, be 
committed to avoid wasting food, and to 
ensure that everyone has access to 

quality food. 

PRAYER GROUP PRAYER GROUP 
There will be no meeting in April, but 
will resume again Thursday 21st May 

at 7.30pm in the crypt. All are welcome. 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 14th & 28th June.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on 
10th & 17th May.  More helpers are needed to help with 
the liturgy and training will be given.  Please contact the 
presbytery if you would like to find out more.  
 

AYLESFORD PRIORY PILGRIMAGE DAY 
will be held on Thursday 7th May and the 
coach will leave at 9am. You can either bring 
a packed lunch or buy lunch there. We will be 

leaving Aylesford at 4pm.  

MONTH OF OUR LADY: During May, a 
decade of the Rosary will be prayed for 
before each Mass.  

MAY PROCESSION will be held after the 
9.15am Mass on Wednesday 13th May, the feast of our 
Lady of Fatima. 

ADORATION: On Sunday 10th May 7-

8pm there will be Adoration 
accompanied by Taizé chants and the 
Rosary.  

MAY DATES for BIBLE STUDY for 20-30-year olds are  
the 8th May & 22nd May from 
7.15-8.15pm in the crypt. We 
meet twice a month. Bibles are 

available if you don’t have your own.  

ASCENSION DAY is on Thursday 14th 

May and is a Holy Day of Obligation.  Mass 
will be at 9.15am, 2pm and 8pm. Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament will be at 8.30am 
and 7pm.  
 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 
will be held on Saturday 19th September. More 
details to follow in due course. 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 
CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 

 
HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE continues on Tuesday 5th 
May at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for all who 
want to learn more about becoming a Catholic, 

or if you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply 
want to renew your faith. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The 
next meeting will be on Monday 11th May at 7pm.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: The practice will be on 
Saturday 9th May at 11.30am for those making their First 
Holy Communion on the 10th May.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 
Sheila Cooper RIP 



SCHOOLS 
GOVERNOR VACANCY: St Cross 
School are looking for Foundation 
Governors.  Training is provided to 
help Governors fulfil their very 
important role. If you are a practising 
Catholic and are interested in giving something back to 
your local Catholic school, please let Fr Julian know.  
More information can be found at 
www.rcdow.org.uk/education/governors/serving-as-
a-governor.  
 
ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S hold Toddler & Baby 
Group sessions on Tuesdays from 9-11am in the church 
crypt and also at the playgroup on Wednesday & Friday 
afternoons from 1.30-3.00pm.  All are welcome and there 
is no need to book.  
 
ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 CLUB are now due 
for renewals.  The price is £12 per number. Please post 
your money in an envelope through the Under 5’s 
letterbox.  Spare numbers are also available if you would 
like one.  
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 

PRIEST TRAINING FUND:  There is still time to drop 
off your envelope for the Priest Training 
Fund or you can donate 
rcdow.org.uk/PriestTrainingFund or 
via the QR code. Please continue to pray 
for vocations and for those currently in 

formation.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Pat and Steve 
Sands who recently celebrated their 70th 
Wedding Anniversary!  
 
MISSIO RED BOXES: Thank you to everyone who 
donated through the Red Boxes to Missio.  In 2025 our 
parish raised £11,476.81! 
 

EMMAUS WALK will be on 16th May at 

2pm. Meet at St Andrew’s Church, 
Stanstead Abbotts SG12 8BU. 

 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Estrella Clucas, Pina Pegna, Pat 
Callanan and Maria Goodwin. Thank you for your help.  
If you can help, please contact the presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ 

 
 

FINANCE 
PLANNED GIVING: If you still haven’t collected your 
new box of offertory envelopes, please contact the 
presbytery.  
 
NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit door 
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please complete the 
Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 

give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
 

GIFT AID:  Many parishioners have already signed 
Gift-Aid forms, which enables the parish to 
collect the tax on the donations they have 
made through envelopes or standing orders.  There is no 
further cost to the donor but the parish is able to claim 
another £1 for every £4 donated under Gift Aid.  You 
will need to be a UK taxpayer to sign a Gift-Aid form 
and you will find some forms at the back of the church 
beside the newsletters. If your circumstances have 
changed and you pay insufficient or no tax, simply 
inform a.s.a.p. the Presbytery, and your Gift-Aid 
declaration will be cancelled 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 

May is the month of Mary! 

THE MEMORARE 

Remember, O most loving Virgin Mary, 

that never was it known, that anyone 

who had recourse to your protection, 

implored your help, or sought your 

intercession, was left unaided. Inspired with this 

confidence, I fly to you, O Virgin of virgins, my 

Mother. To you I come, before you I stand, sinful and 

sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise 

not my petitions, but graciously hear and grant my 

prayer.  Amen.   

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO AYLESFORD  
PRIORY ON 7th MAY  

Name: ………………………………….………………... 
 

Contact no: …………………………………………….. 
 

Email address…………………………………………. 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 
 

……………………………………………….…………. 
 

Paid £16 Chq  yes/no Cash yes/no  BACS yes/no 
 
Please return to the presbytery in an envelope with your name on 
together with the £16.00. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 

day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the 
full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week 
Saturday 2nd May St Athanasius 
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Anna Bardini RIP 

 Today’s Liturgy  
Page 265 Parish Mass Books  
Page 383 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Acts 6: 1-7 
They chose seven men full of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Ps 33 — May your merciful love be upon us, as we hope 
in you, O Lord.   
 

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 2: 4-9 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood.  

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life, says the Lord. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. Alleluia. 
 
Gospel:  John 14: 1-12 
I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17 
2nd Reading: 1 Peter 3: 15-18 
Gospel: John 14: 15-21 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 3rd May FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
9.15am Mass   Luciana Gianfrancesco RIP  
11.15am Mass Mary Lee-Lozone RIP           
2pm 1st HC Mass          

Mon 4th April THE ENGLISH MARTYRS 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Neil McDonnell RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 5th May  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Mary O’Sullivan ints 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 6th May  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass John McCormack RIP followed by coffee in 
the crypt     
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 7th May St John of Beverley 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.00am Mass Rosalia Acquisto ints 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Friday 8th May  
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Hugh Sweeney RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday 9th May  
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Francesco Borrelli & Family 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Maurice Cattini RIP 
 

Sun 10th May SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Daniela Ruggiero RIP         
2pm 1st HC Mass 
7-8pm Adoration with the Rosary and Taize  

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 5th            1pm Lunch club, crypt Tues 5th              2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt 
NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — 
NEW PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms 
should be posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. 
PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone 
degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua 
di Sant'Antonio 


