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YEAR A                                          MOST HOLY TRINITY                     31ST MAY 2026 
Gospel: John 3: 16-18 

God sent his Son in order that the world might be saved through him.  
Do we appreciate someone more for who they are or for what they do? Is someone 
with dementia any less worthy of respect than someone fully in charge of their 
faculties? The Catholic Church teaches us to care for the human being regardless 
of whether they are seen as functional, so that the child in the womb is as worthy 
of respect as the one who works. We can ask the same question about God. Today 
is Trinity Sunday, when we are reminded that we believe that God reveals 
himself as The Most Holy Trinity. Do we appreciate Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
(the three persons of the Trinity) more for who they are or for what they do? The 
question doesn’t really work with God the Holy Trinity, for we only know who 
God is through what he does. Nevertheless, theology likes to segregate these 
issues into who God is (the Ontological Trinity) and what God does (the 
Economic Trinity). We say that the Father, Son and Spirit are ontologically one as 
they share the same nature and essence, but that they are not economically one, 
as they have different functions and actions. For example, it is the Son who is 
conceived in the womb of Mary not the Father. It is the Father who begets the Son, not the Son who begets the Father. That 
we should describe these questions as economic questions might surprise us, probably because we think the ‘economy’ 
concerns only the production and distribution of goods and services, rather than the whole of life and God the giver of life.   
The word ‘economy’ comes from the Greek word oikonomia, which means household management. If we regard the world as 
belonging to God, who calls us to be good stewards of his creation, we can see that from a Christian point of view, the way in 
which we operate in the world is ultimately a question of household management. Are we prepared to see the interrelatedness 
of the whole of creation as if it were God’s household? God has set in place basic principles for our wellbeing and welfare, 
which if observed, will lead to the good management of all our resources, so that the entirety of creation benefits for the good 
of its constituent parts. We are trustees and stewards of the resources which God has gifted us, not their absolute owners. 
Though divine law (in the Ten Commandments) respects the right to private property, we are tenants of our goods, rather 
than possessors. St Thomas Aquinas says that while private property is a natural right, it is subject to what he calls the 
universal destination of goods. In other words, the right to private property is held alongside the obligation to serve the 
common good, and to help those less able. The early Church did not abolish private property but decided to share the property 
to support one another and their mission in the world. By sharing their gifts and resources they invested in the future of the 
Church and brought honour to Jesus’ name. We are humbled by the example of their acts of selfless generosity. It reflects the 
love which God had revealed to them by bringing them out of the darkness of unbelief into the light of Christ. What could be 
more important than the gift of knowing and sharing the gift of Jesus Christ in words and deeds. We are their descendants in 
the faith. How healthy is our church in comparison? Are we as giving of ourselves and what is ours to give? Today, on this 
Feast of the Most Holy Trinity, we are launching our Planned Giving Campaign. Every so often the diocese encourages us to 
highlight the importance of planned giving, so that we can more effectively advance the mission of Christ in our parish and 
the wider world. It is a golden opportunity to take stock of ourselves and to do better what we are doing, and even achieve 
greater things, with the resources that God has gifted to us as his family in this place. Total transparency is a virtue, so over 
the next few weeks we will clearly lay before you the costs of our maintenance and mission at this present time. We will be 
surprised. Our giving of ourselves and what has been given to us goes to the heart of our faith. Our life together as Christ’s 
Church seeks to reflect the life of the Holy Trinity. The self-giving, self-emptying, and self-enabling relationship between 
Father, Son and Spirit is all about love. How do we model that love?  Are we contributing our fair share or allowing others to 
carry a burden on our behalf? Looking further afield, do we wish others to receive the good news and share that same love 
which has transformed us? What real estate can compare to investment in the kingdom of God? Lest we forget, God always 
loves and blesses a generous heart.                                                                                                                                               Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 

MASS on Saturday morning will be at 8am instead of 
10am with Exposition at 7.30am.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Joel & Sharon Johnson who 
will be making their First Holy Communion this 
weekend.  
 

EXPOSITION will take place from 5-6pm on Monday, 

due to the Confirmation meeting.  
 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS will be held on Friday 5th June 

at 6pm for the sick of the parish and there will be an 
emphasis on healing.  Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be at 5pm. 
 

FILIPPO SCHEMBRI of Sedge Green died recently. His 
Requiem will be on Wednesday 3rd June at 11am.  
 

ANGELA MIRAGLIOTTA of Rye Road died recently. 
Her Requiem will be on Tuesday 9th June at 10.30am 
with Don Antonio. 
 
SUSAN KIELY of Gladstone Road died recently. Her 
Requiem will be on Wednesday 24th June at 1pm.  
 
ANDY ANDERSON, a former parishioner died 
recently. His Requiem will be on Friday 5th June at 
11.30am at Our Lady and St Benedict church, Minnis 
Road, Birchington, Kent CT7 9SF. All are welcome.  
                                                              May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Susan Kiely, Filippo Schembri, and Angela 
Miragliotta and all those whose anniversaries occur at 
this time including Maria Nugora, Giuseppe Morreale, 
Ann Smith, Giuseppina Conti, Alfonso Taglialavore, 
Vincenzo Ricotta, Kenneth Parker, Anthony Rayner, 
Gwen Phelan and Pasquale Ricotta. May their souls and 
the souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of God 
rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MAY:  Let 
us pray that everyone, from large 
producers to small consumers, be 
committed to avoid wasting food, and to 
ensure that everyone has access to 

quality food. 
 

PRAYER GROUP PRAYER GROUP 
will meet again Thursday 18th June at 

7.30pm in the crypt. All are welcome. 

The next BIBLE STUDY for 
those in their 20s and 30s is the 
12th & 26th June from 7.15-

8.15pm in the crypt. We meet twice a month. Bibles are 
available if you don’t have your own.  
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 14th & 28th June.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on, 

7th & 21st June.  More helpers are needed to help with 

the liturgy and training will be given.  Please contact the 
presbytery if you would like to find out more.  

CORPUS CHRISTI is on Sunday 7th 

June and there will be Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament in the garden at 
7pm, weather permitting. Otherwise, 

it will be in the church. 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/READERS: The next 
rotas for the period July – October 
will be drawn up shortly.  Please 
therefore advise of any dates that 
you are NOT available during this 
period by 17th June AT THE 

LATEST to Pat Kavanagh for 9.15 am Mass 
(telephone 07485 284007 or 01992 449282 or 
email patandcarolkav@btinternet.com) and Dawn 
Bates for 6.30pm and 11.15am Masses (tel 440986 or 
email hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk). Please also advise 
of any changes in personal contact details e.g. 
address, telephone number etc. Once drawn up, all 
rotas will be dispatched by email unless requested 
otherwise. Thank you. 
 
PARISH TRIP TO ST ALBANS 
ABBEY will be on Friday 19th 

June.  The coach will leave the 
church at 9am and leave St Albans 
at 3pm.  We will have Mass at the 
Abbey at 12 noon. The price of the coach is £15 per 
person.  If you would like to come, please complete 
the tear off slip in the newsletter and return it to the 
presbytery. There will be no Exposition or 12 noon 
Mass on the 19th, but Mass will be held at 7pm with 
Exposition at 6pm. 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 
CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 

 
HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 
John West intentions 

Michael Galligan intentions 
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285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 2nd June 

at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for all who want 
to learn more about becoming a Catholic, or if 

you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want 
to renew your faith. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: The 
next meeting will be on Monday 1st June at 7pm.  
 

SCHOOLS 
ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S hold Toddler & Baby 
Group sessions on Tuesdays from 9-11am in the church 
crypt and also at the playgroup on Wednesday & Friday 
afternoons from 1.30-3.00pm.  All are welcome and there 
is no need to book.  
 

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 

CLUB are now due for renewals.  The 
price is £12 per number. Please post your 
money in an envelope through the Under 
5’s letterbox.  Spare numbers are also available if you 
would like one. The winner for May is Collette 
Donaghey. Congratulations! 
 
ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE are holding a Sixth Form 
Open Evening on Thursday 11th June at 6.30pm. To 
register visit https://www.stedmundscollege.org/. 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE. 

CAFOD - Debt crisis affecting 54 
countries!  A petition, not the 
same as last year's, is updated 

with our asks to follow up on the progress so far and 
push for more ambitious action.  Every signature 
collected will help do this!  In May, 2025, the UK High 
Court ordered South Sudan to pay almost half of 
government revenue to a private lender called 
Afreximbank following defaults on loans for 
infrastructure and COVID-19 support.  South Sudan is a 
clear example of this crisis! 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 

PARISH PICNIC will be held on Sunday 9th August. 
More details to follow in due course, but please put the 
date in your diary! 
 
KYIV CLASSIC ACCORDION are giving a Concert of 
Classical and Ukrainian Music 
in the church, or parish 
garden, weather permitting on 
Wednesday 24th June at 7-15pm. This is a free concert 
but there will be a box for donations.! This is in aid of 
UK-AID, Felsted Aid for Deprived Children in Ukraine 
affected by the Chernobyl disaster. 
CHURCH CLEANING: Estrella Clucas, Tina Pegna, Pat 
Callanan & Maria Goodwin. Thank you for your help.  
If you can help, please contact the presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ 
 

FINANCE 

PLANNED GIVING DRIVE will start 
this weekend.  
 

NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit door 

of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please complete the 
Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 

 

PRAYER OF ST BONIFACE 
 

Eternal God, the refuge and help of all 
your children, we praise you for all you 
have given us, 
for all you have done for us, for all that 
you are to us. In our weakness, you are strength, in our 
darkness, you are light, in our sorrow, you are comfort 
and peace. We cannot number your blessings, we 
cannot declare your love: For all your blessings we 
bless you. May we live as in your presence, and love 
the things that you love, and serve you in our daily 
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO ST ALBANS ABBEY 
ON FRIDAY 19TH JUNE £15 

Name: ………………………………….………………….. 
 
Contact no.: ……………………………………………… 
 
Email address……………………………………………. 
 
Paid £15 Chq enclosed yes/no BACS yes/no Cash 
yes/no 
 
Next-of-kin name & contact number: 

……………………………………………….………………. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the 

Pilgrimage day, your details will be securely destroyed.  
You can read the  

full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week 
Saturday 30th May  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Michael O’Connor RIP 

 Today’s Liturgy  
Page 81 Parish Mass Books  
Page 818 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Exodus 34: 4b-6, 8-9 
The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious. 
 

Ps 3 — To be praised and highly exalted for ever! 
 

2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 13: 11-14 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, the God who is 
and who was and who is to come. Alleluia. 
 
Gospel:  John 3: 16-18 
God sent his Son in order that the world might be 
saved through him.  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
BODY & BLOOD OF CHRIST 

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: Deuteronomy 8: 2-3, 14b-16a 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 10: 16-17 
Gospel: John 6: 51-58 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Lynn O’Bryan’s ints 
 

Sun 31st May MOST HOLY TRINITY 
9.15am Mass   Pasquale Ricotta RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish  

Mon 1st June St Justin  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Ann Nevin  
5-6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 2nd June Sts Marcellinus & Peter 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Thomas Murphy RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 3rd June St Charles Lwanga 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Nell McDonagh RIP followed by coffee in the 
crypt     
11am Requiem Filippo Schembri RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 4th June 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.00am Mass Mr Belrose RIP 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Friday 5th June St Boniface 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Leon Jaselsky RIP 
5-6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
6pm Mass Sick of the parish 
 
Saturday 6th June St Norbert 
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Decd members of Byrne & Stickland Families 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 7th June BODY & BLOOD OF CHRIST (CORPUS 
CHRISTI) 
9.15am Mass   McGrath Family ints 
11.15am Mass Mauro Capone RIP anniv 
1.15pm Confirmation Mass                        7pm Exposition  

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Mon 1st                 7pm Confirmation, crypt 
Tues 2nd               1pm Lunch club, crypt 

Tues 2nd               2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be 
posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: 
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta 
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


