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YEAR A                 ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME            14TH JUNE 2026 
Gospel: Matthew 9:36-10:8 

Jesus called to him his twelve disciples and sent them out.  

In today’s gospel, we hear the names of Jesus’ key 
disciples, twelve in number reflecting the twelve tribes 
of Israel. Their election is rooted in the Jewish identity 
of our faith. God chose the children of Israel, not because 
he loved them more than any other group but because 
they were his chosen means to bring salvation to the 
world. That was a high calling, and his favour towards 
them was conditional upon their obeying his voice and 
keeping his covenant. If they did this, as we hear in the 
reading from Exodus, they would be God’s ‘treasured 
possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine, and you 
shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’. Now, 
through his sacrificial death, Jesus the Jew (God’s Son, 
the long-awaited Messiah, born of Mary the Jewess) has 
opened the door of the kingdom to the Gentiles as well. 
Consequently, in the words of St Peter, Christians are a 
’chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous light’. Sounds familiar? The words which Moses received for the children of Israel are 
now applied not just to them but to the redeemed children of other nations as well. Few themes are as important in salvation 
history as the gathering in of God’s people. At Pentecost, the apostles were commissioned to gather in the nations. No longer 
were they to focus their mission simply on the lost sheep of the house of Israel, as in our gospel reading. Now everyone was 
to hear the good news. Before he ascended, Jesus commissioned the apostles to go into the whole world baptising people in 
the name of the Father, Son and Spirit. It is through baptism, our mark of belonging, not circumcision, that Christians access 
the privilege of being God’s treasured possession. In today’s epistle, St Paul (Jesus’s main instrument to evangelise the 
Gentiles) reminds us of God’s great love.  ‘God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us’. Not when 
we were righteous, privileged or holy, but while we were still sinners. We have done nothing to deserve God’s mercy. In fact, 
our inclination is to be against God’s will, ‘enemies of God’, as St Paul calls us. Yet our flawed condition serves only to reveal 
the full extent of God’s mercy. ‘For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God, by the death of his Son, much more, now that 
we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life’. Such amazing grace should solicit only a response of loving obedience.  God wants 
the best for us, and so it is in our interest to align ourselves with his loving purposes. In so doing, we are not doing God a 
favour. We do ourselves a favour. Following God’s ways, obeying his voice and keeping his covenant releases the untold 
blessings of heaven. To disobey God’s voice and not to keep his covenant destroys our relationship and peace. If it was in in 
the interest of the chosen people to obey God’s voice and keep his covenant, how much more should we? Why should it be 
any different for us? St Paul reminds us elsewhere not to be complacent and take God’s favour for granted. Whose voice are 
we hearing? Does God’s covenant mean anything to us? This is why we should be careful to renew our covenant with him in 
holy communion, the new covenant in his blood. Just as the Jews had to renew the covenant with God, so we also have to 
renew ours by regularly attending mass. Being obedient to the covenant however is not just a matter of entering the church 
doors and worshipping together. It entails desiring to live out the faith obediently, by seeking to love God with all our heart, 
soul, strength and mind, and our neighbour as ourselves. We cannot do this on our own, but only with the continued help of 
God’s grace. As our collect says, ‘O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear our pleas, and since without you mortal 
frailty can do nothing, grant us always the help of your grace, that in following your commands we may please you by our resolve and our 
deeds.’                                                                                                                                                                                                  Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 

  
WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Lorena 
Williams who will be baptised this weekend. 
 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will 
not take place on Monday evening.  
 

SUSAN KIELY of Gladstone Road died recently. Her 
Requiem will be on Wednesday 24th June at 1pm.  
                                                              May she rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Giuseppe Martorana, Susan Kiely and all 
those whose anniversaries occur at this time including 
Roy Clucas, Giuseppe Cognata, Gabrielle Cook, 
Gaetano Bondi, Giuseppe Diesi, Margery Davies, Ann 
Brien, Francesca Pizzo, Michael Sherman.   May their 
souls and the souls of all the faithful departed through the 
mercy of God rest in peace.  
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JUNE:  Let 
us pray that sports be an instrument of 
peace, encounter, and dialogue among 
cultures and nations, and that they 
promote values such as respect, 

solidarity, and personal growth. 
 

PRAYER GROUP PRAYER GROUP 
will meet again Thursday 18th June at 

7.30pm in the crypt. All are welcome. 

The next BIBLE STUDY for 
those in their 20s and 30s is the 
26th June from 7.15-8.15pm in 

the crypt. We meet twice a month. Bibles are available if 
you don’t have your own.  
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next dates: 14th & 28th June.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on, 

21st June.  More helpers are needed to help with the 
liturgy and training will be given.  Please contact the 
presbytery if you would like to find out more.  

 
ADORATION will be held on Sunday 

28th June at 7.30pm accompanied by 
Taizé chants.  

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/READERS: The next 
rotas for the period July – October 
will be drawn up shortly.  Please 
therefore advise of any dates that 
you are NOT available during this 
period by 17th June AT THE 

LATEST to Pat Kavanagh for 9.15 am Mass 
(telephone 07485 284007 or 01992 449282 or 
email patandcarolkav@btinternet.com) and Dawn 
Bates for 6.30pm and 11.15am Masses (tel 440986 or 
email hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk). Please also advise 
of any changes in personal contact details e.g. 
address, telephone number etc. Once drawn up, all 

rotas will be dispatched by email unless requested 
otherwise. Thank you. 
 
PARISH TRIP TO ST ALBANS ABBEY 
will be on Friday 19th June and the coach 

is now full.  The coach will leave the 
church at 9am and leave St Albans at 
3pm.  We will have Mass at the Abbey at 12 noon. There 
will be no Exposition or 12 noon Mass on the 19th, but 
Mass will be held at 7pm with Exposition at 6pm. 
 

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 
CANDLES: We now have special candles 
from Walsingham which can be lit to be 
placed on the plinth around the statue of 
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be 
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You 

can book the candle for any intentions or for someone 
who has passed, and their name or intention will be 
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the 
newsletter. 

 
HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 
CATECHETICS 

COME AND SEE continues on Tuesday 16th  
June at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for all who 
want to learn more about becoming a Catholic, 

or if you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply 
want to renew your faith. 
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2027: 
Application forms for the Confirmation 
programme for young people in Year 9 or 
above, or going into Year 9 in September 
are now available to collect from the 

presbytery either by email or in person. Entry to the 
Confirmation programme depends on regular 
attendance at Mass.  More details will follow in due 
course.  
 
BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on 
Wednesday 8th July 7.15-8.15pm in the church.  The 
course must be completed before a Baptism can be 
arranged. To enrol on the course, please contact the 
presbytery.  
 

SCHOOLS 

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the 
following intentions: 

Michael Galligan intentions 
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ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S hold Toddler & Baby 
Group sessions on Tuesdays from 9-11am in the church 
crypt and also at the playgroup on Wednesday & Friday 
afternoons from 1.30-3.00pm.  All are welcome and there 
is no need to book.  
 
ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 CLUB winner for 
June is number 119 Joanne Dawes. Congratulations! 
 
ST CROSS will be holding their Summer Fete on Friday 

3rd July from 2-5pm. There will be a bar, BBQ, live music 
external stalls and lots more. All welcome! 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE. 
CAFOD: A CAFOD petition on 
debt crisis will be taking place, in 
our Parish very soon and handed 

to the government towards the end of the year.  This is 
when the UK takes over the presidency of the G20.  Last 
year, CAFOD shared the petition with the government 
in various ways, including when a group of students 
from the Ursuline College, in Kent, took it into a meeting 
with officials at the Foreign Commonwealth and 
Development Office. 
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
 

EMMAUS WALK will be held on 
Saturday 27th June at 2pm. Meet at 
College Road (near College Arms), 

Hertford Heath SG13 7PU.  
 
 

PARISH PICNIC will be held on 
Sunday 9th August from 12.30-4pm in 
the presbytery garden. In order to get an 
idea of numbers, if you would like to 
attend, please fill out the slip and return 

it to the presbytery. 
 
KYIV CLASSIC ACCORDION are giving a Concert of 
Classical and Ukrainian Music in 
the church, or parish garden, 
weather permitting on 
Wednesday 24th June at 7-15pm. This is a free concert 
but there will be a box for donations.! This is in aid of 
UK-AID, Felsted Aid for Deprived Children in Ukraine 
affected by the Chernobyl disaster. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Pat Kavanagh, Sue Alvey, 
Mima Salvo and Val. Thank you fdor your help.  If you 
can help, please contact the presbytery. 
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online 
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/ 
 

 
 
 
 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by 
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone. 
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, 
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 

 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to 
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For 
those whose finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
 

 

 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

ST ALBAN — 20th June 

St. Alban was the first martyr of 
England. During a persecution of 
Christians, though a pagan, he hid 
a priest in his house. The priest 
made such a great impression on 
him that Alban became a Christian. 
The governor was told that the 
priest was hiding in Alban's house, 
and he sent his soldiers to capture 
him.  But Alban changed clothes 
with his guest, and gave himself up 
instead. The judge was furious 
when he found out that the priest had escaped so, the 
judge had Alban whipped. He commanded him to be 
beheaded.  On the way to the place of execution, the 
soldier who was to kill the saint was converted, and he 
too, became a martyr.  St Alban’s shrine can still be 
visited in the sacred precincts of St Albans Abbey.   

 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

PARISH PICNIC 
SUNDAY 9TH AUGUST 12.30-4pm  

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 
Contact no: ……………………………………. 
 
Email address…………………………………. 
 
How many people attending………………… 

 
PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 

Your personal details will be held on file until the 
picnic & will then be destroyed.  You can read the full 

privacy policy on  
rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week 
Saturday 13th June Immaculate Heart of Mary 
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Maria Beschizza RIP 

 Today’s Liturgy  
Page 91 Parish Mass Books  
Page 727 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Exodus 19: 2-6a 
You shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.  
 

Ps 100 — We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 
 

2nd Reading: Romans 5: 6-11 
If we were reconciled by the death of the Son, much 
more shall we be saved by his life.  

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. The kingdom of God is 
at hand; repent and believe in the gospel. Alleluia. 
 
Gospel:  Matthew 9: 36-10:8 
Jesus called to him his twelve disciples and sent them 
out. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
TWELFTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 

(YEAR A) 
 

1st Reading: Jeremiah 20: 10-13 
2nd Reading: Romans 5: 12-15 
Gospel: Matthew 10: 26-33 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Geoffe Warde RIP 
 

Sun 14th June ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass   Margery Davies RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish 

Mon 15th June Our Lady of the Taper 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Mr Fenn ints 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 16th June St Richard 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Bill Pollard RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 17th June  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Justin Ighade’s ints followed by coffee in the 
crypt     
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 18th June  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.00am Mass Jack Gilbert RIP 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Friday 19th June St Romuald 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
NO 11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 
Benediction 
NO 12 noon Mass – Parish Trip to St Albans 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
7pm Mass John West intentions 
 
Saturday 20th June St Alban 
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Dave Hale RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Mike Whyton RIP anniv 
 

Sun 21st June TWELFTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Francesca & Francesco Pizzo RIP 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 16th              1pm Lunch club, crypt 
Tues 16th              2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt 
 

Tues 16th              7.30pm Come & See, crypt 
Thurs 18th             7.30pm Prayer group, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be 

posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: 
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta 
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


