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YEAR A CORPUS CHRISTI 7TH JUNE 2026

Gospel: John 6: 51-58
My flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.

Today is the Feast of Corpus Christi, when we celebrate
the gift of Jesus” most precious body and blood. In the
holy eucharist, when receiving Jesus’ body and blood, we
receive not just his real presence but his real substantive
presence. This is at the heart of the Catholic
understanding of the mass. Many of our Christian
brothers and sisters who do not accept our catholic
interpretation are faced with a biblical conundrum. Jesus
could have avoided this language altogether, and simply
encouraged belief without any sacramental overtones.
The passage in today’s gospel shows that he didn’t. Even
after objections from the Jews ("how can this man give us his
flesh to eat?) Jesus intensified his language underlying the -
fact that he meant his words to be taken literally and not merely symbolically, contrary to what many in the ecclesial
communities maintain. Moreover, on several occasions the word that Jesus uses for to eat is to chew, underlining again that
he was not intending his words to be taken in a metaphorical sense. The stakes couldn’t be higher. Participation in his body
and blood, or rather his participation in us through our partaking of his body and blood, enables us to participate in his divine
life. “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you’. Through our
participation in the eucharist we are drawn more deeply into the divine life which Jesus and the Father enjoy, and which they
desire for us to enjoy also. Participation leads to the assurance that one abides not just in the love of the Lord, but in his very
self. Through the eucharist, we are in Christ, and Christ in us. ‘Whoever feeds on my flesh, and drinks my blood abides in me, and I
in him’. Whether or not we continue to abide depends upon our continued participation in the eucharist. This abiding opens
up eternal life. Jesus has already told his audience that the promise of eternal life was to those who consumed his flesh. “If
anyone eats of this bread, he will life for ever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh’. Now he says again that
“whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day’. While the manna given to the
Jews in the wilderness sustained them for a short term, those who receive Jesus” body receive sustenance for eternity.
Moreover, the manna was different. Though from heaven, it was not divine food. It gave mortal life but not eternal life. Jesus
does not just tell us to eat his flesh, but to drink his blood also. Apart from the Last Supper this is the only place where Jesus
told his followers to drink his blood. The phrase must have scandalised many Jews because no Jew would ever drink blood.
As Leviticus said that the life of the flesh is in the blood, any blood was considered too sacred to be consumed. This is why
kosher meat today has to undergo a rigorous procedure to remove all traces of blood. Even the Jewish Church when
determining which customs non-Jewish converts should observe, fell short of abolishing the Jewish requirement not to drink
blood. Clearly, they did not intend this to mean the blood of Christ in the eucharist. Our Saviour had requested it, indeed
commanded it (drink.is an imperative, not a request). The most sacred blood is the blood of the Saviour, so what gracious
benefits accrue to those who drink it. St John Paul II said that receiving in two kinds is a fuller expression of communion. It is
certainly a fuller expression of what Jesus commanded, which is not to say that we receive the Lord imperfectly in one kind.
Our prayer after communion says, ‘Grant, O Lord, we pray, that we may delight for all eternity in that share in your divine life, which
is foreshadowed in the present age by our reception of your precious body and blood’. On earth through the representation in the mass
of the once for all sacrifice which Jesus offered on the cross, in obedience to his command, we access his eternal offering in
heaven. It is the same Jesus, the eternal high priest, who offers in heaven what he offered on the cross, and makes himself
substantively present to us through his sacramental body and blood. In holy mass we enter into God’s time and the liturgy of
the heavenly sanctuary. The veil between heaven and earth is thin indeed. Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY
CONFIRMATION: We welcome Bishop
Paul to St Augustine’s and we
congratulate the 26 young members of our
parish who will receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation this weekend: Marco
: Adamo, Chisomaga Biaduo, Jasmine Di
Zenzo, Uzochukwu Ezuma, Brandon Ferlisi, Sayon
Fernando, Madison Fiori, Sienna Fiori-Gritton, Daniella
Gomez-Bolivar, Ruiari Hankins, Antonio Iamarino,
Alexia Katiba, Chloe Kozlowska, Shanyn Laserna,
Filomena Lenguito, Christian Loda, Jude McGarvey,
Cory McNamara, Callan Moynihan, Leo Raat, Lorenzo
Rooney, Sofia Rubino, Renata Simmons, Max
Tambuzzo, Andreo Vara and Jessica Vignogna.

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Montgomery
Macaulay who will be baptised this weekend.

ANGELA MIRAGLIOTTA of Rye Road died recently.
Her Requiem will be on Tuesday 9t June at 10.30am
with Don Antonio.

SUSAN KIELY of Gladstone Road died recently. Her
Requiem will be on Wednesday 24 June at 1pm.
May they rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Susan Kiely, Angela Miragliotta and all those
whose anniversaries occur at this time including
Raffaela Bagan, Joseph Onyenakala, Bernadette
Munday, Calogero, Nicastro, Rodney Little, Pat
Castaldi, Andrew Kelly, Rosa Russo, Maura Capone,
Joseph Hayward and Antonio Albanese. May their souls
and the souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of
God rest in peace.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JUNE: Let
us pray that sports be an instrument of
. peace, encounter, and dialogue among
cultures and nations, and that they
promote values such as respect,
solidarity, and personal growth.

PRAYER GROUP PRAYER GROUP [ "\
will meet again Thursday 18t June at G“‘HP‘
7.30pm in the crypt. All are welcome.

BIBLE STUDY The next BIBLE STUDY for
those in their 20s and 30s is the
12th & 26t June from 7.15-

,“

8.15pm in the crypt. We meet twice a month. Bibles are
available if you don’t have your own.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next dates: 14t & 28t June.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be at the 9.15am Mass on,
7th & 21t June. More helpers are needed to help with
the liturgy and training will be given. Please contact the
presbytery if you would like to find out more.

CORPUS CHRISTI: There will be
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the

garden at 7pm, weather permitting. Otherwise, it will be
in the church.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/READERS: The next
rotas for the period July - October w

will be drawn up shortly. Please
therefore advise of any dates that
you are NOT available during this
period by17th June AT THE
LATEST to Pat Kavanagh for 9.15 am Mass
(telephone 07485 284007 or 01992 449282 or
email patandcarolkav@btinternet.com) and Dawn
Bates for 6.30pm and 11.15am Masses (tel 440986 or
email hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk). Please also advise
of any changes in personal contact details e.g.
address, telephone number etc. Once drawn up, all
rotas will be dispatched by email unless requested
otherwise. Thank you.

Eucharistic
Ministers

PARISH TRIP TO ST ALBANS ABBEY
will be on Friday 19t June. The coach
will leave the church at 9am and leave St
Albans at 3pm. We will have Mass at the
Abbey at 12 noon. The price of the coach is £15 per
person. If you would like to come, please complete the
tear off slip in the newsletter and return it to the
presbytery. There will be no Exposition or 12 noon
Mass on the 19, but Mass will be held at 7pm with
Exposition at 6pm.

O OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
8, \gj CANDLES: We now have special candles
from Walsingham which can be lit to be
placed on the plinth around the statue of
Our Lady of Walsingham. These can be
purchased from the presbytery for £10. You
can book the candle for any intentions or for someone
who has passed, and their name or intention will be
placed in the Lady Chapel and published in the
newsletter.

THE WALSINGHAM CANDLES are offered for the
following intentions:
Sheila Cooper RIP

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
COME AND SEE continues on Tuesday 9t
June at 7.30pm in the crypt and is for all who
want to learn more about becoming a Catholic,
or if you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply
want to renew your faith.
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SCHOOLS
ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S hold Toddler & Baby
Group sessions on Tuesdays from 9-11am in the church
crypt and also at the playgroup on Wednesday & Friday
afternoons from 1.30-3.00pm. All are welcome and there
is no need to book.

JUSTICE & PEACE.

CAFOD: A CAFOD petition on debt crisis will be taking
place, in our Parish very soon and handed to the
government towards the end of the year. This is when

c AF ‘D the UK takes over the presidency

st of the G20. Last year, CAFOD

Overseas Development  shared the petition with the
government in various ways, including when a group of
students from the Ursuline College, in Kent, took it into
a meeting with officials at the Foreign Commonwealth
and Development Office.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS
:' . :: PARISH PICNIC will be held on
le&ﬂ;ld(:ﬂ & Sunday 9% August from 12.30-4pm in
PICNIC & the presbytery garden. In order to get an
idea of numbers, if you would like to
attend, please fill out the slip and return

it to the presbytery.

KYIV CLASSIC ACCORDION are giving a Concert of
Classical and Ukrainian Music in
the church, or parish garden,
weather permitting on
Wednesday 24t June at 7-15pm. This is a free concert
but there will be a box for donations.! This is in aid of
UK-AID, Felsted Aid for Deprived Children in Ukraine
affected by the Chernobyl disaster.

CHURCH CLEANING: Pat Kavanagh, Sue Alvey,
Mima Salvo and Val. Thank you for your help. If you
can help, please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online
https:/ /jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your offering
here by scanning the QR Code with your
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a
contactless device at the left-hand exit door
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please complete the
Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For
those whose finances are more stable at present, please
consider your parish giving, to help the parish out.
Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Sacred Heart of Jesus
12t June

O MOST HOLY HEART OF JESUS,
fountain of every blessing, I adore
you, I love you, and with lively
sorrow for my sins I offer you this
poor heart of mine. Make me
humble, patient, pure and wholly
obedient to your will. Grant good Jesus, that I may live
in you and for you. Protect me in the midst of danger.
Comfort me in my afflictions. Give me health of body,
assistance in my temporal needs, your blessing on all
that I do, and the grace of a holy death. Amen.

-------------------- cut ¥ here===-==-c-unnu-
PILGRIMAGE DAY TO ST ALBANS ABBEY
ON FRIDAY 19™ JUNE £15
N e
CoNtaCt N0 o s

Email address........ccooovviiiiiiii

Paid £15 Chq enclosed yes/no BACS yes/no Cash
yes/no

Next-of-kin name & contact number:

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file. After the
Pilgrimage day, your details will be securely destroyed.
You can read the
full privacy policy on redow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy.

PARISH PICNIC
SUNDAY 9™ AUGUST 12.30-4pm

Name: ...
Contactno: .........cooviiiii
Email address..............cooooooiii
How many people attending.....................
PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file until the
picnic & will then be destroyed. You can read the full

privacy policy on
rcdow.org.uk/diocese/ privacy-policy.

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370
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Liturgy this week
Saturday 6™ June
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Decd members of Byrne & Stickland families

4.00pm ltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass For the Parish

Sun 7' June BODY & BLOOD OF CHRIST CORPUS CHRISTI
9.15am Mass McGrath Family intentions
11.15am Mass Mauro Capone RIP anniv
1.15pm Confirmation Mass

Mon 8 June

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Thanksgiving Nsonwah Family
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

7pm Exposition

Tues 9" June St Columba

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Private intention

10.30am Requiem Angela Miragliotta RIP
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 10t June
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Andy Anderson RIP followed by coffee in the

crypt
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thurs 11t June St Barnabas

7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8.00am Mass Devlin Family ints

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 12t June MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS

(NO abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Abigail Satwick RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 13" June Immaculate Heart of Mary
9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Maria Beschizza RIP

4.00pm ltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass Geoff Warde RIP

Sun 14t June ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN O.T.
9.15am Mass Margery Davis RIP
11.15am Mass For the Parish

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

Today’s Liturgy
Page 83 Parish Mass Books
Page 823 in Sunday Missals

1t Reading: Deuteronomy 8: 2-3, 14b-16a
He fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did
your fathers know.

Ps 147 — O Jerusalem, glorify the Lord!

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 10: 16-17
Because there is one bread, we who are many are one
body.

Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. | am the living bread
that came down from heaven, says the Lord. If anyone
eats of this bread, he will live for ever. Alleluia.

Gospel: John 6: 51-58
My flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN O.T.
(YEAR A)

1t Reading: Exodus 19: 2-6a
2nd Reading: Romans 5:6-11
Gospel: Matthew 9: 36-10:8

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 — 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 = 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Tues 9th 1pm Lunch club, crypt

Tues 9th
Fri 12t

2.30pm Warm spaces, crypt
7.15pm Bible Study, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be
posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI:
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




