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CHRISTMAS IS AT HAND
This is the time of the year when families, friends and neighbours gather together to mark the birth of
the child Jesus in a special way. The question could be asked, what is the reason for celebrating
Christmas? A very simple answer to this question is that Christ is the reason for Christmas. As simple as
this statement may appear, yet, it is embedded with profound theological and moral implications. In
this regard, we tend to understand the meaning of Christmas from the standpoint of love. The greatest
gift of God to the world is Jesus Christ. Through the Incarnation, God has demonstrated His profound
love for humanity. The human family is invited to share in this love which generates hope and joy.
The birth of Christ announced great rejoicing and peace to the world. Jesus came into our world and
became the difference maker. The unfathomable difference which Christ made in the world was
revealed through His acts of kindness, mercy, compassion, love, forgiveness and charity. While we
celebrate Christmas, we are encouraged to always keep alive its true meaning. Christmas challenges us
as the human family to bring hope to the hopeless, to feed the hungry and care for the needy and to
proclaim the joy of Christ to the world.
Christmas speaks so eloquently about our humanity more than the fanfare that is associated with it. As
we celebrate this Christmas, let us remember to add value to the lives of the poor and the less privileged
of our society. Let us become the light in the midst of darkness. Let us commit to making a positive
impact on the lives of other people. Our humanity is advanced when we strive to make our world a
better place by promoting justice, equality, true freedom, peace, unity, respect for one another,
forgiveness and righteousness. This is the responsibility that Christmas imposes on us. This is the
responsibility that we should discharge conscientiously and joyfully. In addition, Christmas encourages
us to continually offer our thanksgiving to God and to demonstrate our gratitude to our families, friends
and neighbours for all they have been to us.
In the spirit of Christmas, we wish to thank the family of SS Michael and Martin Church for being so
wonderful, dynamic and generous with your time and resources. We are particularly grateful to the
Parish Team, Ushers, Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist, Altar Servers, Projector Slides Team,
Lectors, Cleaners, Decorators, Counters, Parish Council, Finance Committee, Repository Manager,
Choral Groups, Catechists, St Vincent De Paul Team, those who contributed to the Jacobs’s Angels, the
Christmas food hampers and everyone who is dedicated to making our parish a wonderful, vibrant and
humane faith community. You are uniquely appreciated for being such an enviable mission family that
is united in purpose and commitment towards advancing the message of hope, love and joy. This is the
essence of Christmas.
Best wishes for a joyful, peaceful, memorable Christmas celebration and a truly remarkable New Year
– 2020. God bless all of you!
Fr Austin.

PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED
From Monday 23rd December 2019 to Friday 3rd January 2020
All enquires to the Priests
PARISH SERVICE CARDS

CRIB OFFERING 2019

The Parish Service Cards with dates/times for
CHRISTMAS CONFESSIONS AND MASSES are
available at the back of the Church. Please take
one Service Card home and also give it to your
family and friends. It is important for every family
to have at least a copy of the Parish Service Card
to avoid any form of confusion or doubt with
regard to our Christmas and New Year activities.

This Christmas our Crib Offering would be
donated to the Catholic Children’s Society to
support their work with disadvantaged
children and families. This will help provide
mental health services, family support and
emergency grants for vulnerable children in
our Diocese.

CHRISTMAS
Christmas Eve Mass for Children at 6pm (Vigil
Mass). There will be Christmas Carols at 11.15pm
followed by 12pm Midnight Mass. Christmas Day
Masses are at 9am, 10.30am and 12noon. Church
will close at 5pm. There is no 6pm Mass

EXTRAORDINARY
MINISTERS
OF
THE
EUCHARIST – Jan to Mar 2020 ROTA: A copy of
the rota is available for collection in the Sacristy
& Parish Website.
CHRISTMAS FLOWER COLLECTION
Thank you for your generosity, we have raised
£688.85

DURING THE CHRISTMAS PERIOD

PARISH CATECHIST VACANCY

Morning Mass will be at 10am each morning.
The church will open ONE-HOUR BEFORE MASS
and will be CLOSED IMMEDIATELY AFTER
MORNING MASS. All enquiries to the Priests.

As a result of the recent resignation of Catechist
Colette Joyce, the role of Parish Catechist is now
vacant. If you are interested in becoming a
Parish Catechist, please follow this link and
submit your application as soon as possible –
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/catechist-hounslowparish/

A FAMILY BLESSING ON THE FEAST OF THE
HOLY FAMILY
All families and especially those who have had
a child baptised during this year are warmly
welcomed. This will take place on Sunday, 29th
December, at 3pm in the Church followed by
refreshments in the Parish Centre.
DAY OF PRAYER BEFORE THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT
The usual morning Mass on Tuesday 31st
December at 9am will be followed by a Day of
Prayer ending with Benediction at 6.30pm.
CHRISTMAS POSTERS
Please take one and display it in your home
window.

OFFERTORY COLLECTION - 14/15 DECEMBER
Envelopes
£ 3,007.65
Loose
£ 2,014.99
Nov –S/o
£ 1,011.00
TOTAL
£ 6,033.64
PARISH COUNTING GROUP ROTA
This week:
Group A (Godwyn Perera)
Next week:
Group B (Denzil Burns)
CHARITY MONEY NOMINATIONS: Please visit
the Parish Office on Monday 23rd December
between 10am to 12noon for collection.

