
WELCOME BACK 

It is with unparalleled sense of joy, that I welcome you back to the church for 

public worship again, since after the Covid-19 lockdown restrictions were 

imposed by the Government and Ecclesiastical Authorities on March 23 2020. 

Honestly speaking, the world has changed as a consequence of Covid-19 

pandemic. Our parish life, along with other institutional dynamics, have equally 

changed. Your physical absence in the church was deeply felt, especially during 

the celebration of the Holy Mass. Granted that you participated in those 

Eucharistic celebrations through the live-streaming process, it was never the 

same. Nonetheless, everybody had to accept the ‘new way’ of celebrating the 

Eucharist for the common good and protection of lives. All of us, gradually 

adjusted to the ‘new reality’ with some levels of hope and expectancy. As 

difficult and challenging as the lockdown experience was for everyone, it 

provided us with opportunities for revitalized self-realization, deepening of 

marital and family relationships, and above all, an improved relationship with 

God. I want to believe that everyone has been refreshed in one way or the other, 

and that we have developed strong sense of optimism about life in general. As 

a parish community, we commiserate with some of our parishioners who lost 

their loved ones during the Covid-19 lockdown. Our thoughts and prayers are 

with you. May the souls of your loved ones and those of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in perfect peace. Amen. As we gradually return 

to public worship, let me reiterate that Covid-19 is still a reality in our society. 

We have to continue to maintain social distancing rules and personal hygiene as 

much as possible. WE ARE NOT YET BACK TO THE PREVIOUS NORMAL WAY OF 

DOING THINGS IN THE CHURCH BEFORE THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. We will 

continue to adopt a gradual, considered, and structured approach to our public 

worship, until further notice. I hope you are returning to the church with a 

renewed enthusiasm, a deepened awareness of self, and a proactive love of the 

neighbour. As we continue to build the kingdom of God here on earth, may love, 

justice, peace, righteousness, and unity be our anchor. Welcome back to your 

spiritual home, St Michael and St Martin Catholic Church Hounslow. 

Fr Austin. 


