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MASS TIMES AND MASS INTENTIONS
*suggested intentions

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST

Sat 14th

6pm
Fourth Sunday of Lent, Laetare Sunday, Vigil Mass 
Family of Mary Alves that have passed away RIP

Sun 15th

10am
12 noon
6.30pm

Fourth Sunday of Lent, Laetare Sunday
Pablo Ronda RIP
All our RCIA candidates
All Our Parishioners

Mon 16th

10am
Lent Feria
Mario Grudo HEALTH BLESSINGS

Tue 17th

10am
St Patrick, Bishop, Patron of Ireland
Patricia Moroney and Brendan Vincent Moroney 
RIP

Wed 18th

10am
Lent Feria or St Cyril of Jerusalem
Participants of the Alpha Course

Thu 19th

10am
12.30pm

St Joseph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Funeral Mass for George Reilly

Fri 20th

10am
Lent Feria
Wayne Gaubert and Jason Gaubert, RIP

Sat 21st

6pm
Fifth Sunday of Lent, Vigil Mass, Year A 
Family of Mary Alves that have passed away RIP

Sun 22nd

10am
12 noon
6.30pm

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Sanctuary lamp at St John’s is burning for 
St Joseph’s intercession in fixing our church roof*

BLESSED SACRAMENT

Sun 15th

9 am
11 am

Fourth Sunday of Lent, Laetare Sunday
Stephen Moran ANNIV
All Our Parishioners

Mon 16th

12.30 pm
Lent Feria 
Helen Devany RIP

Sanctuary lamp at Blessed Sacrament is burning for 
Thanksgiving for Sr Vivian and a safe journey home

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
You can donate to St John’s at

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/islington/donate/
You can donate to Blessed Sacrament at

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/copenhagenstreet/donate/

PARISH OFFICE LOCATED AT 
39 Duncan Terrace, London N1 8AL

Opening times
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday  10.30am to 5.30pm

Office @ St John’s: islington@rcdow.org.uk
Office @ Blessed Sacrament: copenhagenstreet@rcdow.org.uk

Grace Wu, Parish Administrator 020 7226 3277

Fr Rajiv writes… Light is a central theme in the Gospel of 
John. Without light we are left blind, stumbling along the way and 
anxious. Walking through a dark alley can make even the 
strongest person anxious, as we hurry towards a brighter street. 
Light brings safety and joy. John begins his Gospel with these 
words: “In him was life, and the life was the light of men” (John 
1:4). This recalls Genesis, where God first creates light. Augustine 
interprets this light as the illumination God gives to the human 
mind—the light of understanding. It is a participation in God’s 
own wisdom, enabling us to understand the world and ourselves 
as God meant it to be. However, with the Fall our intellects were 
darkened. According to Augustine, we begin to mistake lesser 
lights for the true light of God. We may believe that healthy eating 
and fitness is the key to our happiness or making sure that we are 
safe for our retirement, having invested in the right financial 
securities. We could find meaning in our work or even our social 
networks – while none of these things are bad, none of them are 
the ultimate light. Similarly, the sciences such as economics or 
psychology can illuminate aspects of reality, yet they are partial 
lights. When we rely on them alone, our understanding of the 
world becomes incomplete. We stumble and struggle to make 
sense of life. Every day we make countless decisions—about 
work, family, education, politics, and relationships. Often, we rely 
on these smaller lights and most times, we do well enough. They 
offer some clarity, but one event which we did not expect – the 
‘wrong’ political party coming to power, a suffering we witness or 
experience, a failure in authority we should be able to rely on – all 
these and more, can easily leave us confused or fearful, when 
they confound our expectations. In such moments we may feel 
lost, questioning everything we believed. But to experience 
salvation means learning to judge not according to our partial 
lights but the light that comes from God. It means trusting God to 
guide us in both small and great decisions, discovering that God is 
good in all things. Then, even difficult moments no longer leave us 
wandering in darkness. This is what we see in the Gospel. Jesus 
declares, “I am the light of the world.” The light humanity lost is 
now present in him. In healing the man born blind, Jesus restores 
not only sight but understanding, showing that true vision comes 
through him. The man never speaks at the start, but having 
experienced the touch of Jesus finds his own voice: the Pharisees 
can’t shut him up! He has a courage, a boldness in the face of 
suffering. This is the work God wants to do in our lives. If we have 
experienced the Father’s goodness, we can face our fears, 
knowing we are not alone, and the Light of Christ illumines all our 
darkness.

Fr Rajiv Michael, Parish Priest, rajivmichael@rcdow.org.uk
Fr Daniel Daley, Assistant Priest

Sister Miriam ssnd27@yahoo.co.uk; 020 7837 8378 
Charmaine Daley, safeguarding

Safeguarding @ St John’s islingtonsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
Safeguarding @ Blessed Sacrament 

copenhagenstreetsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

St John the Evangelist Church 
39 Duncan Terrace, N1 8AL

The Blessed Sacrament Church 
157 Copenhagen Street, N1 0SR
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QUESTIONS ABOUT LIFE Thank you to all the volunteers and 
moderators. For those that haven’t come along yet, feast on food 
and watch a thought-provoking video. All for free! Come on your 
own or bring a friend. It’s for everyone – young, old, no faith, lots 
of faith. Alpha is at St John’s, Wednesdays at 7pm. 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER MASS TIMES are on the website and 
paper versions available in the church porch for both Blessed 
Sacrament and St John’s.

REQUIESCAT IN PACE George Reilly’s funeral will be celebrated at 
12.30pm on Thursday 19th March.

SPRING CLEAN YOUR SOUL 3 weeks till Easter so let’s make a fresh 
start. It’s easy, go to confession (reconciliation). To make it even 
easier, during Mass a priest that you’re very unlikely to know is 
happy to help you. They’re here to hear you next Sunday and 
Palm Sunday at the 10am and 12 noon Mass at St John’s.

BLESSED SACRAMENT WEBSITE It’s live! Please check it out. We’re 
still making changes and it will evolve with time. 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/copenhagenstreet/

FREE MONEY FROM THE GOVERNMENT Yes, you read that right. 
How? Well, rather unbelievably, the government are happy to 
hand over an extra 25% to any donation you make to the Blessed 
Sacrament Church or to St John’s. So if you donate £10, the 
government will hand over £2.50. All you need to do is to 
complete a Gift Aid form if you’re a UK taxpayer. It only takes a 
few minutes and we have forms at the back of both churches. 
Thank you.

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES If you’re donating by envelopes then 
please collect your new box with your name (and not someone 
else’s!). At St John’s, they’re in the green room which is the room 
to the left of the altar. If you’d like to switch to direct debit, please 
contact the office. It would save us some time and money too! 

ST PATRICK’S DAY is on Tuesday 17th Did you know that St Patrick 
is British by birth but is the patron saint of Ireland? He was 
kidnapped, sold into slavery in Ireland, escaped, became a priest 
and returned to spread Christianity. We celebrate his Mass at 
10am on Tuesday.

ST JOSEPH’S FEAST DAY Did you know that St Joseph is the patron 
saint of a happy death? As well as workers and families. An 
incredible miracle notes how St Joseph miraculously built a 
beautiful staircase in Loretto Chapel, New Mexico. Let’s pray that 
he’ll rebuild our church roof and ask for his intercession at 10am 
Mass on Thursday 19th

SISTER VIVIAN has provided support to Sr Miriam and others during 
her time at the Blessed Sacrament. Sadly, we say goodbye to her when 
she flies back on Monday. We thank God for Sr Vivian and pray that 
her journey home is smooth. We pray that God continues to provide 
spiritual strength to Sr Miriam.

TODAY IS MOTHERING SUNDAY, the mid-Lent Sunday of rejoicing, 
celebrating our Mother the church, symbolised by the city of 
Jerusalem in Scripture, Mary Mother of the Church, and our own 
mothers, living or departed. Flowers will be blessed and distributed to 
children in church to give their mothers as a token of thankfulness

EASTER SHARING After the Vigil Mass at Blessed Sacrament, there’s a 
bring and share feast! Please bring your food and drink to the hall at 
8pm on Saturday April 4th

FR JOHN Our beloved Fr John continues to make good progress, and 
with our prayers we hope his health continues to improve quickly. The 
Mass intention at St John’s on Palm Sunday 29th March at 12 noon is
for Fr John.

ALMSGIVING Lent is a time to re-think of our relationship with money 
and to be generous. We can give of our money or even our time to 
those in need. The Church is of course happy to help in this regard! ☺
As a charity, we are always in financial need to keep the place 
functioning and continue our charitable works. Speak to us on how 
you can support your church! 

INTERCESSARY ROSARY will be prayed after the 10am Mass at St 
John’s on Wednesdays and after the 12.30pm Monday Mass at Blessed 
Sacrament. The Rosary is a beautiful devotion to Our Mother. Come 
and join us if you can or pray where you are (!) – whilst walking, 
ironing, gardening – pray a decade. Lots of online resources on how. 
It’s a great way to get to know our real mum and what she went 
through. At St John’s, our intention is for the Holy Spirit to ignite our 
hearts with fervent prayer, love and peace!

TYBURN MARTYRS TALK “What’s so special about Tyburn?” Learn 
about the “seed blood” of the martyrs and how Tyburn came to be. 
Tyburn Convent, 8 Hyde Park Place, W2 2LJ on Wednesday 
18th March at 6pm. RSVP cenacletotheholyspirit@yahoo.com. The talk 
is free, but donations for the convent welcome.

STABAT MATER CONCERT The fantastic Westminster Cathedral Choir 
will perform their Lenten concert on Wednesday 18 March at 6.45pm 
on a Theme by Thomas Tallis. Discounted tickets available. Check 
: https://www.ticketmaster.co.uk/event/1F00638BCD835BA6?did=50o
ff Password: WCSBDO. 

SHAHBAZ BHATTI Pakistan’s first Christian and former minister of 
Minority Affairs who was assassinated is remembered with an 
exclusive UK preview of a graphic novel by Knox Thames: 'Blood and 
Water: The Life and Martyrdom of Shahbaz Bhatti'. A panel discussion 
will highlight the current threats to religious freedom in Pakistan and 
how we can respond today. Thursday 19 March 2026 2-3.30pm at St 
Andrew by the Wardrobe EC4V 5DE. All Welcome. Confirm your 
attendance by emailing brunawilling@csw.org.uk

YOUNG ADULTS LENT RETREAT DAY with the Assumption Sisters on 
Saturday 21 March 2026 10am – 6pm. Venue: Milleret House, 20 
Kensington Square, London, W8 5HH (closest tube station: High Street 
Kensington). Programme includes talks • prayer, adoration and 
confessions • faith sharing • mass and social time. Register by 
scanning QR code or email rebecca@assumpta-eu.org

CALLED TO LOVE 2 - 3 May A retreat for singles, dating and engaged 
young adults who want to think more deeply about relationships and 
the call to marriage. A relaxed weekend with input, prayer, discussion 
and social, as well as the opportunity to meet like-minded others. This 
year's retreat will have as its theme masculinity and femininity. 
https://christianheritagecentre.com/events/called-to-love/

What’s on
Sun 15th Mar Second Scrutiny 12 noon at St John’s
Wed 18th Mar Alpha 7pm at St John’s
Sat 21st Mar GIFT/FHC meeting, 9.30am at St John’s
Sun 22nd Mar Third Scrutiny 10am at St John’s
Sat 25th Apr Movie night, 7pm at St John’s

REGULAR EVENTS 
Adoration Mon, Tues, Thur 10.30am to 11am at St John’s, 

Friday 6pm (Lent only) at Blessed Sacrament
Stations of the Cross (Lent only) Friday 10.30am at St John’s, 

Friday 6.30pm at Blessed Sacrament
Confessions At St John’s, Saturday 5.30pm to 5.50pm. 
At Blessed Sacrament, after the Monday 12.30pm Mass. Or by 
arrangement (please email the office)
Rosary after Wednesday 10am Mass at St John’s
Rosary after Monday 12.30pm Mass at The Blessed Sacrament
Divine Mercy Chaplet First Friday of the Month, 3pm at St John’s
Filipino Mass 3rd Sunday at 3pm at The Blessed Sacrament
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