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MASS TIMES AND MASS INTENTIONS

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST

Sat 9th May   
6pm

Sixth Sunday of Easter, Vigil Mass
All Our Parishioners

Sun 10th      
10am
12 noon
6.30pm

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Anna Cagalova ANNIV
Mark Donnelly HEALING
Family of Mary Alves that have passed away RIP

Mon 11th    
10am

Easter Feria

Tue 12th    

10am

Easter Feria or Sts Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs 
or St Pancras, Martyr
Paddy Ohora RIP

Wed 13th       
10am
12 noon

Easter Feria or Our Lady of Fatima
John Weston RIP
Funeral Mass for Tim Fletcher, RIP

Thu 14th        
10am
6pm

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
Revival of the Parish

Fri 15th

10am
12 noon

Easter Feria
John Weston RIP
Funeral Mass for Patrick Roberts, RIP

Sat 16th 
6pm

Seventh Sunday of Easter, Vigil Mass

Sun 17th 
10am
12 noon
6.30pm

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Sandra Buckley ANNIV
Mary Wills RIP

Sanctuary lamp at St John’s is burning for Vocations

BLESSED SACRAMENT

Sun 10th 

May     
9 am
11 am

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Clem Bruder RIP
All Our Parishioners

Mon 11th        
12.30 pm

Easter Feria

Thur 14th        
12.30 pm

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

Sanctuary lamp at Blessed Sacrament is burning for Vocations

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
You can donate to St John’s at 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/islington/donate/
You can donate to Blessed Sacrament at 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/copenhagenstreet/donate/

PARISH OFFICE LOCATED AT
39 Duncan Terrace, N1 8AL

Opening times Mon, Thur, Fri 1030 to 1730, Wed 1030 to 1430
Office @ St John’s: islington@rcdow.org.uk

Office @ Blessed Sacrament: copenhagenstreet@rcdow.org.uk
Grace Wu, Parish Administrator 020 7226 3277

Fr Rajiv writes….
This week, we conclude our Alpha course which has been 
running about 10 weeks now. It is a long time since we 
started, just after Ash Wednesday and also accounting for a 
break with Easter. And Saturday was the retreat day (as I 
write this, it has not yet happened, and I’m very excited 
about it!) possibly the quickest retreat in Alpha history, just 
from 11 AM to 3 PM. But the retreat day brings the 
participants to the moment of decision after all these weeks. 
Till now, all the participants have been exploring the Chirstian 
life: note, I didn’t say Christianity, because it was not another 
form of instruction on the faith, but about the Chirstian life 
itself. And I don’t know what image comes to mind when you 
hear of ‘living as a Christian’? I suspect that for most people 
something about obeying commandments will certainly make 
its appearance. And in the gospel Jesus does seem to say 
that: ‘if you love me, keep my commandments’. That means 
we should start by keeping the commandments and then we 
will be in the right with God, isn’t it? But hear that again. If 
you love me then; the commandment is to love, not to keep 
the commandments! 
 There are always ‘rules’ about every relationship, 
even our most intimate. In fact, the most intimate of them 
have more rules; you couldn’t expect to be promiscuous and 
be happily married. You couldn’t say, your time is your own 
and you will spend it always at work or with friends and so on 
rather than with your family and expect your relationship 
with your spouse to work out. When we don’t have a 
relationship, then rules also don’t matter so much. The 
commandments presuppose the relationship with Christ. And 
that is not something we can fake or make up: it is a gift, 
given by the coming of the One whom Christ speaks of, the 
Holy Spirit. And that is what the participants of Alpha are 
waiting for at the retreat day: a new visitation from the One 
whom Christ promised, the Holy Spirit. Just as we hear in the 
first reading, where the Apostles laid hands on the people 
and there were visible signs of his coming, this day, having 
explored this for so long, having wondered whether they 
wanted to invite this beautiful and strange Third Person of 
the Trinity into your life, the participants will ask for prayer. 
Through the prayer of the Church, the Holy Spirit always 
comes afresh to those who ask him. And where the Spirit 
comes, everything becomes new. This week we celebrate the 
Ascension of Jesus into heaven. Jesus asked the Church to 
wait in prayer for the coming of the Spirit: let us do the same 
with the Novena to the Holy Spirit. Let us ask him to visit us 
afresh, in our lives, our families, our parish, that he might 
renew the face of the Earth. 

Fr Rajiv Michael, Parish Priest, rajivmichael@rcdow.org.uk 
Fr Daniel Daley, Assistant Priest

Sister Miriam ssnd27@yahoo.co.uk
Charmaine Daley, safeguarding

Safeguarding @ St John’s islingtonsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
Safeguarding @ Blessed Sacrament 

copenhagenstreetsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
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CELEBRATE THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD It’s a Solemnity and a 
day of Holy Obligation. It falls on Thursday 14th May. There will 
be a 10am and 6pm Mass at St John’s on that day; Blessed 
Sacrament at 12.30pm

CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION Do join us for the Eucharistic 
procession this Corpus Christi on Sunday 7th June after the 
6.30pm Mass. It will process from St John’s to Our Lady of 
Czestochowa Polish Church, Devonia Road (from N1 0SR to N1 
8JJ). We’ll be accompanying the Eucharist with hymns and 
prayers. The Polish congregation and priest will also join us for 
Mass that day. 

REQUIESCAT IN PACE Tim Fletcher’s funeral will be celebrated 
on Wednesday 13th May at 12 noon at St John’s and Mgr Seamus 
O’Boyle will be presiding. On Friday 15th May at 12 noon, Patrick 
Roberts’s funeral will be at St John’s. Consolations to their 
families.

RETIREMENT CELEBRATION FOR SR MIRIAM Join us at the Bl. 
Sacrament hall on Sun 14th June after the 11am Mass to give 
thanks for Sr Miriam’s incredible service to our parish. Envelopes 
are at the back of the Blessed Sacrament church for a collection. 
Please return these to Daniel, Irene or Josephine. Bring along 
some food and drinks to share and celebrate with joyful music 
and performances, concluding with a presentation for Sr Miriam 
(you are also welcome to bring their own gifts). If you have any 
questions, please email jessieyen0114@gmail.com

HELP AT BLESSED SACRAMENT? Can you lend a hand with 
weekly cleaning in the church and hall? To find out more, please 
contact Zeny Sagun on 07946501199. Thank you.

MUSIC AT ST JOHN’S The tradition of music at St John’s started 
in the 1850s and continues today, especially with the Summer 
Organ Recitals. INTERNATIONAL CONCERT RECITALIST Nathan 
Laube starts with his performance on Sat, 30th May 7.30pm. 
Admission is free with a collection. 
The Russian Music Choir will be singing sacred music and folk 
songs from Russian, Slavic and English traditions on Fri, 22nd May 
at 7pm. Tickets cost £10, https://goo.su/az1xY

IS IT TRUE?! is a website for all faiths, lots, little or no faith – 
perhaps it can answer your questions. For those with great faith, 
it’ll help you defend your faith. https://www.isittrue.net/

MAY IS THE MONTH OF MARY Join us as we honour our Blessed Mother 
through prayer, faith and community in our Rosary Prayer Walk from 
the Blessed Sacrament on Sundays in May after the 11am Mass on 
10th, 24th and 31st May. Each walk starts at 12.15pm. The rosary is also 
recited at St John’s on Wednesdays after the 10am Mass and at Blessed 
Sacrament on Mondays after the 12.30pm Mass. Gifts of flowers for her 
shrine in our churches are especially welcome this month!

CONGRATULATIONS to Pat Brophy and husband as they celebrate their 
60th wedding anniversary on Sunday 24th May. Pat has been singing in 
the choir for decades and is a much valued member.

MARY’S MEALS will be at the Blessed Sacrament this weekend.  The 
charity provides a vital nutritious school meal to children living in some 
of the world’s poorest countries. The promise of a good meal attracts 
these hungry children into the classroom, giving them the energy to 
learn and hope for a better future. Your support is greatly appreciated.

VOLLEYBALL AND PICNIC IN THE PARK Come on, the sun's out so there's 
no better way than to celebrate with volleyball and a picnic in the park. 
And if you can't play volleyball, then come along and watch some priests 
play! Yes, we know it's hard to believe but some of them are quite 
normal and like to play sports! If that doesn't appeal, well, there's the 
picnic. Do join, however creaky your joints may be, on Saturday 16th 
May at 2pm meeting outside Marble Arch station for fun and games and 
food in Hyde Park. For more details, send a message to 07729 361 640.

THANK YOU to all those that generously made donations to The Priest 
Training Fund.

ARCHBISHOP RICHARD MOTH is asking the whole diocese to pray for 
Vocations to the Priesthood with a different prayer each week during 
our approach to Pentecost. This week, we pray for those currently 
discerning the priesthood.

DIVINE MERCY PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM on Saturday 6 June will 
be led by the Marian Fathers. The coach will leave Westminster 
Cathedral at 7am and depart from Walsingham at 5pm. Tickets cost £25 
and can be purchased from Emmanuel on 07721 362000 or Caroline on 
07960 466377.
THE DIVINE MERCY APOSTOLATE, London is holding a First Saturday 
Divine Mercy Recollection Day at the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham, 
on Saturday 6th June from 10:30 am to 4:30 pm. The Recollection Day 
will include Holy Mass, Talk, Hour of Mercy with Benediction and 
Veneration of the Image of Merciful Jesus. All welcome.  Please call 
Millie on 07957594646 for more information. Coaches leave from North 
London, Victoria and other areas.

DEFEND NHS STAFF CONSCIENCE RIGHTS Following the fall of the 
Leadbeater assisted suicide Bill, fresh bids to introduce an assisted dying 
law in England and Wales are anticipated.  Any new law would likely 
pressure NHS staff to be involved in some way and offer even less 
protection to institutions like hospices. You can help protect healthcare 
workers and hospices by signing the Bios Centre online petition at 
bioscentre.org/petition-on-conscience-protection

YOUNG ADULTS SOCIAL hosted by SPUC charity and Catholic Mothers 
invite you to a culture of life fundraising event on Monday 18th May at 
Honor Oak, London (SE23 3LE), from 6:30pm. Features the Katie 
Stapleton’s Inner Sea—exploring adoption—followed by a social with 
dancing, cheese and wine. Only £10 and only 120 spaces available! 
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/catholic mothers/2156542

THE TYBURN MARTYRS WALK will take place on Sunday May 17th.
We will meet at 1.30pm in the churchyard of St Giles-in-the-Fields
(nearest tube: Tottenham Court Road) and will walk to the site of
Tyburn gallows, honouring the Catholic martyrs who met their deaths
there in the 16th and 17th centuries. We will finish with Benediction
and Tea at Tyburn Convent. To help with arrangements, please let the
organisers know that you are coming: info@tyburnmartyrswalk.co.uk

WHAT’S ON
Sun 10th May at 12.15pm, Rosary Prayer Walk from Blessed 
Sacrament
Thur 14th May, Ascension, Mass at Blessed Sacrament at 
12.30pm; at St John’s 10am and 6pm
Sat 16th May at 2pm, Picnic in the Park, see below for details
Sun 17th May at 12.15pm, Rosary Prayer Walk from Blessed 
Sacrament
Fri 22nd May at 7pm, Russian Music Choir sings at St John’s
Sun 24th May at 12.15pm, Rosary Prayer Walk from Blessed 
Sacrament
Sat 30th May at 7.30pm, Organ concert at St John’s
Sun 7th Jun at 6.30pm Corpus Christi procession from St John’s
Sun 14th Jun, after 11am Mass, celebration for Sr Miriam at 
Blessed Sacrament

Adoration Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 10.30am to 11am at St John’s 
Confessions At Blessed Sacrament, after the Monday 12.30pm 
Mass. At St John’s, Saturday 5.30pm to 5.50pm.
Rosary after Wednesday 10am Mass at St John’s
Rosary after Monday 12.30pm Mass at The Blessed Sacrament 
Divine Mercy Chaplet First Friday of the Month, 3pm at St 
John’s
Filipino Mass 3rd Sunday at 3pm at The Blessed Sacrament
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