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St John'’s http://www.islingtonchurch.org.uk/
Blessed Sacrament https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/copenhagenstreet

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A - 19 July 2026 Missal Page 369

39 Duncan Terrace, N1 8AL

MASS TIMES AND MASS INTENTIONS

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST

Sat 18th July
6pm

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Vigil Mass
Antonia Smith RIP

Sun 19t Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

10am All Our Parishioners

12 noon Peggy Gibbons RIP

6.30pm Victims of the Venezuelan Earthquake

Mon 20th Feria or St Apollinaris, Bishop

10am Kieran McKeown RIP

Tue 215t Feria or St Laurence of Brindisi, Priest, Doctor
10am

Wed 22nd St Mary Magdalen

10am

Thu 23 St Bridget of Sweden, Patroness of Europe

10am Richard Ferguson ANNIV

Fri 24th Feria or St Charbel Makhlouf, Priest

10am Will Riley THANKSGIVING

Sat 25t Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Vigil Mass
6pm Oliver Larkin RIP

Sun 26" Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

10am

12 noon Philomena Curtain THANKSGIVING AND BLESSINGS
6.30pm

Sanctuary lamp at St John’s is burning for a peaceful summer to
all our parishioners

BLESSED SACRAMENT

Sun 19t July
9am

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Peggy Hickey RD

11am All Our Parishioners
Mon 20t Feria or St Apollinaris, Bishop
12.30 pm

Sanctuary lamp at Blessed Sacrament is burning for a peaceful
summer to all our parishioners

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
St John’s

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/islington/donate/

Blessed Sacrament

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/copenhagenstreet/donate/

PARISH OFFICE LOCATED AT
39 Duncan Terrace, N1 8AL

Opening times Mon, Thur, Fri 1030 to 1730, Wed 1030 to 1430 but

closed in August

Office @ St John's: islington@rcdow.org.uk
Office @ Blessed Sacrament: copenhagenstreet@rcdow.org.uk

Grace Wu, Parish Administrator 020 7226 3277
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The Blessed Sacrament Church
157 Copenhagen Street, N1 OSR

Fr Dan writes...

This week was the last week for many of our schools, including
our own primary school, St John’s and it is wonderful to see the
excitement on the children’s face (and among the teachers and
staff) as they look forward to a well-deserved summer holiday!
Holidays are a great opportunity to unwind, to detach from the
stresses and strains of everyday life and take some time out for
ourselves. While holidays are a good thing to be enjoyed and
savoured, it is important that we don’t take a break from our faith
too. The reason for this was brought home to me in my first year
at Allen Hall. We had just finished our last lecture on the
sacraments, when Fr Francesco our teacher said to us, ‘enjoy your
summer break, but remember the devil does not take holidays,
and so neither should you!” Fr Francesco sought to remind us that
temptation is always with us, but often when we relax, or let our
guard down, it can catch us off guard. When | look back on my
misspent youth, some of my gravest sins occurred whilst on
holiday, so Fr Francesco’s words rang very true.

What does this mean for us on as our summer holidays
approach? For a start we should not abandon our daily prayers,
we should continue to make time to speak with God even if it is
just to thank him for the gift of a new day in the morning and to
thank him for the blessings of the day before we go to sleep. We
should also not forsake our Sunday obligation, the Catholic
Church is a universal or global Church, so in most of the places we
will go to for our holidays, we are likely to find a Sunday Mass
somewhere. Even if the Mass is in another language, the key
elements are the same, so we can follow along, in fact, as |
discovered when | lived in Spain for a year, it can make us
concentrate a little bit more on what is happening and what we
are saying. It is also a wonderful opportunity to see the variety of
beautiful churches around the world!

By maintaining our relationship with God, especially through our
reception of the Eucharist, we retain access to his Spirit, the Spirit
which as St Paul says, ‘helps us in our weakness.” Maintaining our
relationship with God while on holiday helps us guard against
those moments of weakness, those moments when sin and
temptation can catch us off guard while we are in ‘holiday mode’.
Therefore, we are to look forward to our summer holidays, we
are to enjoy them, and we are to savour the much-needed time
away from the daily grind, but we are not to let this time also be
time spent away from our relationship with God. For our ancient
foe, the devil does not take holidays, thankfully, when it comes to
protecting his saints, neither does our Lord! So no matter how we
plan to spend our summer holidays, let us also plan to remain
close to our God, so that his Spirit can continue to intercede for
us.

Fr Rajiv Michael, Parish Priest, rajivmichael@rcdow.org.uk
Fr Daniel Daley, Assistant Priest
Sister Miriam ssnd27@yahoo.co.uk

Charmaine Daley, safeguarding
Safeguarding @ St John’s islingtonsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
Safeguarding @ Blessed Sacrament
copenhagenstreetsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
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WHAT’S ON

Sat 25t Jul, 7.30pm, Organ concert at St John’s

Sat 12t Sep, 2 to 5pm, Summer BBQ at Blessed Sacrament

Sat 26t Sep, 7.30pm, Organ concert at St John’s

Sat 3" Oct, St Francis retreat with Franciscan Friars of the
Renewal at St John’s

WHAT’S NOT ON
Throughout August, no 6.30pm Sunday Mass at St John’s
Throughout August, parish office is closed

REGULAR

Adoration Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 10.30am to 11am at St John’s.
Confessions At Blessed Sacrament, after the Monday 12.30pm
Mass. At St John'’s, Saturday 5.30pm to 5.50pm.

Rosary after Monday 12.30pm Mass at The Blessed Sacrament
Rosary after Wednesday 10am Mass at St John’s but not in
August

Divine Mercy Chaplet First Friday of the Month, 3pm at St
John’s but not August 7th

Filipino Mass 3rd Sunday at 3pm at The Blessed Sacrament

NO 6.30PM SUNDAY MASS At St John’s during August. We
apologise for the inconvenience.

THE PARISH OFFICE will be closed during August. Urgent
essential requests and tasks will still be attended to though
probably at a slower pace. We apologise for any inconvenience
caused but, hard to believe perhaps, we’re actually not robots
and need to hit our off switch (but we’ll be on standby mode).
Thanks for understanding.

YOUTHFUL WORLD CLASS ORGANIST AT ST JOHN’S We have the
privilege of hosting Jan Lieberman’s recital here at St John’s. Jan,
despite only being 20 years old, has earned widespread acclaim
through numerous prestigious international awards and
performances in esteemed venues. And he’s coming here, to St
John'’s to play for us on Saturday 25 July at 7.30pm. And it’s
free(!) with a retiring collection. Whether you’re a music buff or
not, it’s worth coming along. Nothing to lose and everything to
gain by supporting this uber talented young musician.

REQUIESCAT IN PACE Antonia Smith’s funeral be at St John’s on
Friday 7t August at 12 noon. May the Lord comfort Antonia’s
family and friends.

SCAM MESSAGES There’s a new type of scam through Whatsapp
where cyber criminals are pretending to be a priest or other
parish representative. The cyber criminals are using Al to create
scarily convincing videos that impersonate members of the
clergy and after a few exchanges, ask for money. Don’t assume
that a message is from a priest even if it looks like it is and if a
priest or clergy is asking for money, please do not transfer any
money, vouchers etc. Report any suspicious messages to us by
email islington@rcdow.org.uk or call us on 020 7226 3277 and
report to https://www.reportfraud.police.uk/ Thank you.

REPORTING CRIME Unfortunately, we've seen a spike in
threatening antisocial behaviour on church property, both
outside and inside, at St John's. Please could you report this to
the police or email islington@rcdow.org.uk with details (date,
time, what happened). In the meantime, please stay safe.

FIDARA - FREE CATHOLIC APP to help Catholics pray, follow the
Church year, pray the Rosary, and access daily Mass readings.
The app does not require an account and does not collect
personal data.

BLESSINGS TO THOSE TRAVELLING We wish you all a happy and
safe trip. We also pray for those that aren’t travelling a,
hopefully, peaceful time at home.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A CATHOLIC? If this is a yes then a warm
welcome to our parish of The Blessed Sacrament and St John’s. We'll be
beginning the RCIA program (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) in the
autumn but we welcome applications now using the form in the church
porch or on the website https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/islington/rcia/
Please email it back to us or hand it to a priest after Mass. We look
forward to hearing from you.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION St John’s and The Blessed Sacrament
welcome all families and their children for First Holy Communion. We
run a beautiful program called GIFT where families teach each other and
grow in faith together. Your family and children can join anytime. If this
is of interest to you, please read the information here
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/islington/first-holy-communion/

LATE SUMMER BBQ After the long summer holidays, there’s no reason
to be sad because on Saturday September 12t, there’s the Blessed
Sacrament BBQ from 2 to 5pm. Come along for some great food and fine
company. Bring your friends and show them all what a crazy, friendly
bunch we Catholics really are.

PILGRIMAGE TO OUR LADY OF BANNEUX, BELIGUM Bannneux ND GB
Pilgrimages invite you to join their pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady
of Banneux, a major Catholic Marian pilgrimage site. The Blessed Virgin
Mary appeared here eight times in 1933, to an 11-year-old girl, Mariette
Beco, calling herself the "Virgin of the Poor". During the visions, Mary
indicated a stream, stating, "This spring is reserved for all nations to
relieve the sick". The shrine was officially approved by the Roman
Catholic Church in 1949 and was famously visited by Pope John Paul Il in
1985. Travel will be by luxury coach on the 12 August and returning on
the 18 August. A full program of daily Holy Mass, Rosary, Talks, Divine
Mercy devotions is available and a day trip to Beauraing, another Marian
apparition site is included in the price. Hotel and full board included.
Please call Millie on WhatsApp 07957 594 646 for more information.

WEBELIEVE FESTIVAL Friday 24 — Monday 27 July 2026, St Mary’s
College, Oscott, Birmingham. The WeBelieve Festival brings the Church
together in England and Wales; to discover the traditions and charisms
that flow through the Church, to experience the joy of community, and
to encounter personally the Lord Jesus, our salvation. Book your tickets
at webelievefestival.com

PILGRIMAGE OF REPARATION AND PRAYER FOR THE SANCTITY OF LIFE
All are welcome to join this annual pilgrimage. This year it’s on Saturday
1 August 2026, at the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. More details,
including information on coach transport, can be found
https://prolifepilgrimage.org/. If you cannot join in person, please
consider uniting with the pilgrims in prayer.

THE 16™ ANNUAL GK CHESTERTON PILGRIMAGE will take place on
Saturday 1t August, please send any prayer requests to
CatholicGKCSociety@yahoo.co.uk or text them to 07795205114. Details
of the many different ways in which you can be involved on the day can
be found on www.CatholicGKChestertonSociety.co.uk

MARRIAGE IN A RUT? Or need help with deeper issues? Summer
holidays can be a stressful time for couples. Retrouvaille has helped
thousands of couples find hope and healing in their marriage.

Next dates: 2nd - 4th Oct. www.retrouvaille.org.uk/info Tel 0788
7296983. The Marriage and Family Ministry Coordinator at Westminster
Diocese offer a couple of links with further information:
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/chair-marriage-care-on-the-ingredients-for-
a-strong-relationship/
https://rcdow.org.uk/news/marriage-the-grace-of-the-present-

moment/

THE SOUND OF SILENCE As we enter the quieter rhythm of July and
August, let’s try and rediscover silence. God is speaking to us but the
chaos and noise of every day life crowds out his voice. Perhaps we can
hear him if we stop and listen and see God in the simple small acts of
kindness from others and in the natural world that surrounds us. May
this summer be an opportunity to hear and see God around us.
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