
You BELONG 

Pope Francis’ favourite film apparently, is ‘Babette’s Feast’. This is an Oscar 

winning 1987 film set in a remote village in Denmark. Two very pious elderly 

sisters preside over a dwindling and elderly community, that is constantly in-

fighting. One day, a French refugee, Babette, arrives in the village. Babette 

has to beg to become a housekeeper for the two sisters. Years later, Babette 

wins a large sum of money in a lottery. Using all that money, she offers to 

cook a French meal for the sisters and their small community – she secretly 

used to be a famous chef! The community agree to eat it, but promise not to 

say they enjoy it – it would be a sin! However, because so much love went 

into the delicious banquet, it transforms them completely forever.  

Babette was made to feel like an outsider. She uses all her money and gifts 

to make others feel that they belong and are loved. In a similar way, Jesus 

invited his disciple to the Last Supper to reinforce the truth that, even though 

they will betray him, they BELONG. 

Cleansed – John: “‘The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except 

for his feet, but is completely clean.’” The Danish community struggled to 

forgive each other because of an unhealthy sense of sin. How many people 

here feel like you don’t belong in the church? You are weighed down by an 

unhealthy sense of sin: unworthiness, guilt, or shame? Baptism, using Jesus’ 

words, “completely clean[s]” you. You are “completely” forgiven. However, 

sometimes we just need our feet cleaned, to say sorry. Honestly confess your 

sins and wounds. However, don’t fear being completely unclean. Baptism 

makes you “completely clean” in God’s eyes. You may just need your feet 

cleansed. You BELONG!  

Fed – 1 Cor.: “Take my body [and blood].” Is there anything you would not 

eat? E.g. oysters, frogs, pickles, cold baked beans? People have different 

tastes. But everyone has a spiritual hunger for God. Young people especially 



are hungry for justice, for truth, for love, for connection. Some try to fill this 

hunger with money, relationships, work, popularity, alcohol, drugs, social 

media, etc. Jesus said “I am the bread of Life, whoever comes to me will not 

hunger”. Jesus alone satisfies the spiritual hunger in our hearts. He gives 

himself to his disciples spiritually in the Eucharist. Someone here may not have 

yet invited Jesus into their heart. If you’re hungering to be fed by God, and 

His love, Jesus can fill your spiritual hunger right now, and in this Eucharist. It is 

really him! Be fed. “You BELONG”. 

Heard – Luke: “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my 

will, but yours be done.” At the end of this liturgy, we will move the blessed 

sacrament (Jesus) to the garden of repose (the garden of Gethsemane). It 

was there when Jesus prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from 

me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” Jesus asked God to take his suffering 

and death away. However, he finished it by saying “your will be done.” If you 

are going through a difficult time, you may feel that God isn’t listening. Pray. 

Ask God to take it away – Jesus did. However, also accept unavoidable 

suffering in faith. God resurrected Jesus after his suffering and death. Trust 

that God will do the same in your suffering. God hears you. You BELONG, 

even in suffering. 

People at your work, family, friends, enemies, need to know they BELONG to 

God, Jesus, and the church, as they are. Help them know they BELONG. You 

can do this in many ways: hang out with them, coffee, do an activity with 

them, offer to pray for/with them, message them, invite them to church, 

alpha, community events.  

This parish will be playing our part together to do as Jesus asked us, to “make 

disciples”, to help people meet him, follow him, and be happy in this life and 

the next. 

 



Prayer 

Lord, thank you that you invite me to your Last Supper and that I BELONG. 

Thank you that in baptism, I am made completely clean. Wash my feet and 

forgive me. 

Jesus, you stand at the door of my heart now, and knock. I invite you in. Feed 

me with your presence. 

Thank you that you hear me when I suffer. Take it away or help me to bear it. 

Help me to invite others to meet you. Help them know they BELONG to God 

as they are. Transform the whole church. In Jesus’ name, amen! 

 

 

 


