
Trinity: God is a Team 

Divock Origi was a recent backup striker for Liverpool Football Club. His 

performances were so bad, when other footballers missed an easy chance, 

they would say, “He’s done a Divock.” However, in an important Champion’s 

League game several years ago, Liverpool overturned a 3-0 deficit to the 

mighty Barcelona. Who scored the iconic winner and again in the final? 

Divock Origi! Even though he has now left the club, he has become a cult 

hero. Liverpool would not have been as successful without him. 

Being left out can be tough. Someone here may feel and be left out of a 

relationship, love, family, work, school, friends, and life in general. 

The Trinity is the highest truth about God. God isn’t One alone. God is One 

*Team*: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. More so, God doesn’t leave anyone out 

of His team. He invites you and me to join in this team, no matter where you 

are with Him. 

The Father sent Jesus to reveal His love and forgiveness to all humanity. Jesus 

sent the Holy Spirit into our hearts to live out his Great Commission (Mt 28:19) 

to make disciples. Our job is to bring other people to God’s team: the 

church. Like Divock Origi, despite our shortcomings, God wants me, you, and 

us to play a part in his mission of love to all. 

The church teaches that parish life is like a team. In the 1960’s, the Church’s 

bishops and theologians, gathered for the 2nd Vatican Council to discuss 

how to be the church in the modern world. After 3 years of prayer and 

reflection they affirmed the Universal call to holiness and mission.1  

Being church is not just for priests and religious. Everyone has a part to play. 

It’s a team effort! There is still a huge chasm between this teaching, and 

what we sometimes experience in parishes. I feel a profound calling to help 

                                                           
1 “All the faithful of Christ of whatever rank or status are called to the fullness of the Christian life and to the perfection of 
charity.” (Lumen Gentium §40) 



this parish, and the whole Catholic church, to be what we teach: a team on 

mission!  

Put Jesus first (Evangelisation): Proverbs: “Before the beginning of the earth, 

Wisdom was brought forth.” Jesus is God’s Wisdom in person.2 John 1:1 says 

Jesus is the Word who was with God in the beginning. Wise people and 

parishes put Jesus first. When you wake up, who you date, how you use 

money, spare time, put Jesus first. We do alpha in this parish, not as a side 

programme for a few. We invite everyone to do alpha to make sure we put 

Jesus first as a team.  

Holy Spirit (God’s love) - Romans 5:5: “hope does not put us to shame, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 

who has been given to us.” There is so much that you may be feeling 

hopeless about: a serious health problem, loneliness, depression, anxiety, 

feelings of unworthiness, that you’re unlovable, problems in society, politics, 

war. The Holy Spirit brings hope, through God’s love. My dream is to make 

people receiving, being filled with, and a relationship with, the Holy Spirit 

more normal – that’s why we started doing prayer ministry last week after 

Mass, and hope to continue every month. If you’re interested in helping, let 

one of the ministers know. As a team, share the love of God, through the 

Holy Spirit. 

Share power (Father) – John 16: “All that the Father has is mine; therefore I 

said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.’” God the Father 

shares: with Jesus and you. I have received a lot of power. I try to share my 

power. I have a Parish Support Team (PST): Laura Ryan, Antonia St. Clair, 

Kaiser Cheon, and Sharon Laci. They take charge of different aspects of 

parish life. I’m still ultimately accountable. However, we support each other 

to help make the best decisions. They are the best thing about my priestly 

                                                           
2 1 Corinthians 1:24 says “Christ the power of God and the *wisdom* of God.”  
Colossians 2:3 says “In Christ are hidden *all* the treasures of *wisdom* and knowledge.” 



ministry. Sometimes I can feel lonely constantly having to make so many big 

decisions alone. We have fun, agree, disagree, challenge, and support each 

other for the good of the parish vision. Don’t hoard power. Be like God the 

Father: share power. 

If you’re not part of a parish team, think about what part you might play. 

Everyone can play a part. For e.g., we need prayer teams (even if it is at 

home) to pray intentionally for the parish vision to help people come into a 

union with God the Father, through a personal relationship with Jesus, 

experienced and lived in the power of the Holy Spirit. We need people to do 

more active roles too. 

Identify, inspire and invite people to join your parish team. Be an unlikely 

hero: the church’s Divock Origi! 

Prayer 

Loving God, thank you that you are a team. 

Thank you that you invite me to play a part. 

Help me:  

- put Jesus first 

- pray for others to receive your love through the Holy Spirit 

- not hoard, but share power 

Glory be to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, amen! 


