Welcome God - He will bless you abundantly

My dad was head teacher of a Catholic primary school. He once took in a
pupil — let’s call him Ben — who'd been expelled from several schools. Ben
was not an easy child to manage, and things didn’'t work out there either.
Years later, to everyone’s surprise, Ben became a wildly successful
entrepreneur in the world of cryptocurrency. He became one of the

youngest billionaires in the country.

The school he once attended was now in need of major repairs. They
contacted him to let him know their needs. They didn't expect anything. But
a few weeks later, they received a cheque covering the entire cost of the
projects, and a thank-you note. The school welcomed — Ben blessed the

school abundantly.

The message from the bible today is “welcome God - He will bless you

abundantly”.

Hope - Genesis: Abraham welcomed the LORD who appeared to him in the
form of 3 men. The Lord blessed Abraham and his wife Sarah with a child.
God gave them a future of hope. You may need hope today. Hope about a
relationship. Hope about your children. Hope about having children. Hope
about your job. Hope about finances. Hope about health. Hope about
studies. Hope to break an addiction. Jer. 29:11 says | know the plans | have
for you ... plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future.” In Jesus, God gives you hope. Welcome God into your future

plans, fears, doubts, confusions. God will bless you abundantly with hope.

Peace - Luke: “"Martha was distracted with much serving.” Your life may be
so busy you can't sit down, meditate, read the bible and/or listen to
podcasts all day! You have no choice but to servel The key here is Martha
was anxious because she was serving *apart from* Jesus. When you're

working, don’t work *apart from* Jesus. Jesus gives peace as we work *with*



him. Be aware of Jesus' presence when you are changing nappies, paying
bills, running late for an appointment, at work, studying/doing homework,
cooking, cleaning, etc. God blesses you abundantly with peace as you

serve.

Love - Luke: “Mary ... sat af the Lord’s feet and listened to his teaching...
Mary has chosen the good portion...” There are many good things we can
‘do’. However, we are not called human ‘doings.” We are called human
‘beings.’ Take time in your day to simply ‘be’ with Jesus, in silence, stillness,
and surrender. Talk to him, yes. And listen to him speak to you: through the
bible/daily Gospel, for example. God’s love comes through simply ‘being’

with him in prayer.

Who is your Ben?g That person who is so difficult to love¢ Offer them to God
now. Welcome them more into your life. Tell them they are welcome into a
relationship with Jesus. God will bless them and you abundantly with hope,

peace, and love.

Colossians says “the word of God [is] fully known [through] Christ in you."” In
this Mass, make the decision to welcome Jesus *in you*. Reveal God to

others through you this week.

Prayer

Lord, I/we welcome you into my life today. Bless me/us abundantly.
Give me hope in my fears, doubts, confusion.

Give me peace in my work, school, daily life.

Fill me with your love as | simply spend time with you.

As | welcome others into my life, bless them abundantly too, in Jesus’ name,

amen!



