Assurance in Christ

Two boys grow up together, inseparable best friends. As fime passes, their
paths diverge dramatically.

One becomes a respected judge, known for fairness and integrity. The other
falls into a life of crime, eventually arrested and brought to court.

The criminal friend is brought before the judge — his childhood friend. The
judge pronounces him guilty and sets bail at £500,000.

As the gavel strikes, the judge stands up, removes his robe, steps down from
the bench, and pays the fine himself.

Justice had to be done — but love couldn’t et his friend bear the cost.

This gesture of love transformed the criminal’s life, and set him on a new path
of love and generosity himself.

Many Catholics can feel “Catholic guilt.” A sense of unworthiness. Doubt
about God'’s salvation. Non-churchgoers can feel that they are not good
enough, too broken to come to church, to be a Christian. God assures you
of eternal salvation.

Not based on what we've done, what others think, or our feelings.

But based on Jesus.

In Genesis, Abraham asks God if He would spare Sodom if there were 50
righteous people... then 45... 40... 30... 20... 10. And God replies, “For the
sake of ten, | will not destroy it.”

I'm going to ask a bold question: why should God spare this parishe How
many perfect people are there? I'm notl St. Paul says “All have sinned and
fall short of God’s glory.” Nobody here is perfect. So how can any of us,

sinners that we are, be accepted by a perfect and holy God?

The answer is Jesus! Jesus is the only *one* perfect and righteous person who

has ever lived. 1 John 3:5 says, “In him there is no sin.” Titus 3: 5 says “He



saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according
to his own mercy...”

You don’'t have to be perfect to have a personal relationship with Jesus. I'll
say it again: You don't have to be perfect to have a personal relationship

with Jesus. Faith in Jesus' righteousness assures you of salvation.

Ephesians 2: “By grace you have been saved through faith—it is the gift of

God.”

Think of the thief on the cross. He was not morally perfect. In his moment of

repentance, faith in Jesus, Jesus promised him paradise!

The Holy Spirit gives faith. Jesus says, “Everyone who asks receives. The one
who seeks finds. To the one who knocks the door will be opened.”

The Holy Spirit is not for the perfect.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus promises: Everyone who asks for the Holy Spirit will
receive it. He doesn’t say ‘maybe’, or ‘sometimes’. He promises, “It will be

opened.”

Unworthiness is natural to feel. However, God wants you to know you are
saved, loved, accepted in your feelings of unworthiness. Faith is stronger
than feelings. | dare you, if you feel unworthy, to choose to believe in God’s

love over and above your feelings of unworthiness.

When we lift up the bread and wine at this Eucharist, Jesus is offering our
whole lives—including our sins, wounds, and failings - to God. God accepts

whatever you offer. even imperfections.

When you receive Jesus in the Eucharist, God is telling you that He sees you
like He sees him: loved, accepted, and raised up! By God's Grace, you can

become like Jesus. You can live a moral life not so that God will accept you.



You can live a life of virtue as an overflow of the forgiveness and love you

have received freely through Jesus Christ.

Love your family, friends, neighbours, and colleagues like Jesus. Not as a
chore, but as a gift!
Help them come to know the Good News of assurance of heaven through

Jesus too.

Let us pray:

Lord God, thank you that you assure me of salvation as a sinner, through
Jesus.

Jesus, you stand at the door of my heart and knock. Come into my heart
now as my personal saviour.

| ask, seek, and knock—come, Holy Spirit, and fill me with faith.

As | receive you in the Eucharist Jesus, help me love others in their
brokenness, and assure them of your salvation too.

In Jesus' name—Amen!



