
A Church on Mission 

The world needs to be on mission. We need more developed countries to 

use their position to defend and help lift up the more vulnerable and 

underdeveloped. 

Individually, we need to be on mission. Many people are feeling isolated, 

alone, struggling with financial difficulties, mental health problems, and 

anxiety. They need us to go out to them, to be Jesus’ presence to them, and 

to help them meet him. 

God created his Church for mission. The last thing Jesus said to his disciples 

was “Go, make disciples of all nations.” (Mt 28:19) We celebrate the feast of 

Ss Peter and Paul today. When we think of St. Peter, we think of the church. 

When we think of St. Paul, we think of mission.  

Without St. Peter, we would be running around in chaos! Without St. Paul, we 

would be focused just on ourselves. Together, they show that the Church is 

for mission, to bring Jesus to others.  

Pope Francis wrote: “I dream of a ‘missionary option’, a missionary impulse 

capable of transforming everything… so that the Church’s customs, ways of 

doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably 

channelled for the evangelisation of today’s world rather than for her self-

preservation.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 27) 

This parish has taken Pope Francis’ dream to heart. We are becoming a 

church on mission. I partner with Divine Renovation, a global ministry that 

helps parishes maintain mission – so every Catholic parish can become a 

place where people meet Jesus, and lives are transformed. 

The way we do that here is through a Way of Life: Community, 

Evangelisation, Worship, Small Groups, and Service. 

Let’s briefly look at each. 



Community - People are hungrier than ever for community. The Church – 

ecclesia – is God’s community. God’s church should make people feel like 

God’s home, love, friends, family, Jesus. Do you want to help us be more 

welcoming to outsiders? Think about who you might invite to something light 

and low-pressure – a football match, a coffee, or Alpha. Being a church on 

mission means building community. 

Evangelisation - Lots of non-religious people are curious about life, faith, and 

meaning – but they can’t ask their questions at Mass. That’s what Alpha is for. 

It’s a space to explore life’s big questions in a relaxed, open way – no 

judgement, no pressure. Alpha helps us evangelise - to help people meet 

Jesus. If you’ve never done it, join us in September. If you have, invite 

someone who hasn’t. Alpha helps us to evangelise, to be a church on 

mission. 

Worship - Mass can sometimes feel overly formal, rigid, or ritualistic to 

someone new. That’s why we offer a variety of styles of worship and music: 

• Adoration on Saturday evenings 

• A quieter, simple 6 pm Mass 

• A more traditional Sunday 9 am Mass 

• A more contemporary 11 am Mass with our worship group 

Jesus said the wise householder brings out of his treasure what is new and old 

(Matt. 13:52). We want something for everybody. Get more involved in our 

worship groups. Be a church on mission. 

Small Groups - We’re all being formed – by newsfeeds, ads, media. The real 

question is not: am I being formed? It’s: what am I being formed by? That’s 

why we offer Faith Explore groups and encourage faith friendships. Jesus 

said, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there.” (Mt. 18:20) 

Small groups of Christian friends meeting to talk about life and faith, and to 



pray, is church! Find a friend or group you can meet with regularly to talk 

about faith, and to pray. Ask each other: Where is God in your life right now? 

How is He calling you to mission? Be a church on mission. 

Service – People need deeper meaning and purpose. Service brings greater 

purpose and meaning. Many already serve in this parish – thank you! If 

you’re not yet involved, check out the ministries board or website. Try 

something out. If you’re already on a team, invite someone new to join you. 

How is Jesus calling you to serve? Be church on mission. 

There’s a saying, “It’s not that the church of Jesus Christ *has* a mission. The 

mission of Jesus Christ has a *church*.” To be ‘church’ is to be on mission. A 

thriving church will be a missionary church. This parish is choosing to be like 

Saints Peter and Paul, to maintain mission - to help people meet Jesus and 

grow as his disciple. 

How will you play your part? Live the Way of Life as fully as you can: 

Community. Evangelisation. Worship. Small Groups. Service. 

Get excited about being part of a church on mission: to help people meet 

Jesus, and grow as his disciple. 

St. Peter, pray for us. 

St. Paul, pray for us. 

 


