God-sized goal

Hudson Taylor (1832-1905) was a British Christian missionary who gave his life
to reaching inland China with the Gospel. At a time when most missionaries
stayed along the coast, he felt called to the unreached interior — a God-
sized goal he knew only God could accomplish. As he said, “Unless there is
an element of the impossible in a mission, it is not worthy of God.” He prayed
for 100 missionaries and refused to fundraise, trusting God alone.
Remarkably, men and women responded from across Britain, stirred by
prayer and faith. That mission became the China Inland Mission — now OMF

International — still active today.

There's a saying, ‘failing to plan is planning to fail.” With no goal, we can
become depressed never seeing what we could become. Similarly, if we set

our bar too low, we can end up ultimately disappointed and unhappy.

Catherine of Sienna said: “be who God meant you to be and you will set the

world on fire!”

Christians need a God-sized goal. A goal so big that it's only achievable with
God'’s help.

Ultimately, the highest goal is life with God, through Jesus, lived in Jesus' Spirit.
This goal was only achievable with God's help: through Jesus’ Cross and

resurrection, and a life in his spirit in the church.

This looks different for everyone. However, 3 elements are the same. God-

sized: priority, focus, effort.

Priority — Luke: “...life does not consist in the abundance of one’s
possessions... [be] rich towards God.” Times are tough financially. We need
money. It costs money to live. And money isn't evil. However, love of money
is. Don't prioritise money. Prioritise God. The actor Jim Carey said “I think

everybody should get rich and famous and everything they ever dreamed of



so they can see that that's not the answer.” Let success be the quality of

your relationship with God. Prioritise your God-sized goal.

Focus — Colossians: “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things
that are on earth.” Too often we “set our minds” too low. For example, we
may be so desperate for love, we lower our values. We may not even try to
look for another/better job for fear of rejection. We may not speak out at
work/school because we don’t value ourselves. We may not strive for
more/better education because we settle for something lower. Don't waver,

Focus on your God-sized goal.

Effort — Ecclesiastes: **"What has a man from all his toile’" Life takes effort! Do
you ever think, “Why am | doing this2” Jesus put in effort to achieve his God-
sized goal. He set his face like flint, took up his cross, and died for you and me
as sinners. To help achieve your God-sized goal, Jesus said, “Shoulder my
yoke.” Put Jesus at the centre of your efforts. If it's God’s will, Jesus will push

with you. Put necessary effort into your God-sized goal.

Think of one area of life that you need to get right in the next week/month: a
relationship, a friendship, something at work, a project in the home. What
does God sized success look likee E.g., if you had a difficult relationship with
someone, or want a relationship with someone, ask yourself: “If God
transformed this relationship, what are 5 things would | see that only God
could do?¢” E.g., both coming closer to Jesus, forgiveness, reconciliation,

peace, more joy. Pray and work daily tfowards this God-sized success.

The year 2033 is the 2000 year of Jesus’ resurrection. There are about 15,000
people living in the parish boundary. A God-sized goal for the parish might
be that in 8 years, everyone in this parish boundary hears the Good News of
Jesus. Can we do it alone? Not without God's help. How will we do ite We'll
have to work out what is needed. Together, let's work towards a God sized

goal for the salvation of the world!



Prayer

Jesus, thank you that you give me and us a God-sized goal in Jesus. Help me

to create a goal so big that | and we can only achieve it with your help.
Help me prioritise this God-sized goal.

Set my mind on achieving it.

Help me put the necessary effort into it.

For the salvation of the world and renewal of the church. In Jesus’ name,

amen!



