Homily: Use your spiritual bank account to win people to Jesus

Paul Cowley was brought up with an abusive father. They were estranged,
and out of touch for many years. Paul reached out to reconcile, and invited
him from the north of England down to London. The father hadn’t changed
much! On the father’s return journey, Paul upgraded his ticket to first-class.
Paul watched from the window outside. His father’'s face and smile widened
as he enjoyed being served with teq, biscuits, and the newspaper. Three
weeks later, his father died suddenly. His act of generosity left him with a
lasting image of his father at peace and joy, and hope that together they

might enjoy something of that peace and joy in heaven.
Use your spiritual bank account to win people to Jesus

You may not have a bank account, or a large one. Financial fimes are tough

for everyone. It may be particularly for you.
In Jesus, you have a spiritual bank account.

God has bought you - 1 Tim 2:6: “the man Jesus Christ ... gave himself as a
ransom for all’. God has paid the greatest ransom/price to win your love: His

Son Jesus.

Spiritual bank account - Lk 16:10: Jesus teaches, “If then you have not been
faithful with the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true richese”
True riches are the true riches of heaven: a relationship with God, a
relationship with Jesus, sharing a life of justice, peace, and joy, in His
kingdom, with all the angels and saints. In a relationship with Jesus, this can

never be spoilt, soiled, or fade away. This is your spiritual bank account.

Build relationships for Jesus - Lk 16:9: Jesus says, “Make friends for yourselves
by means of unrighteous wealth”. Use your spiritual bank account to win

people for Jesus. Don’'t be mean/stingy. Be generous to win people to Jesus.



Preferential option for the poor - Amos 8:4-7: The prophet Amos warns against
those who exploit the needy. In Rerum Novarum (1891), Pope Leo Xilll,
teaches that once one's basic needs are met, it becomes a moral duty to
share excess wealth with the poor. The church teaches a “preferential option

for the poor”. Win the poor to Jesus.

In the bread and wine, offer your life to God as you are — including your
poverty and sins. Jesus offers you to God on the cross in the Eucharistic
prayer. God re-claims you at the price of Jesus. In the Eucharist, the risen
Jesus comes to you affirming your forgiveness and salvation. He sends you
out with the power of the Holy Spirit to use your money for God to win people

to Jesus.
Prayer

Loving God, thank you that you have ransomed me, bought me, and that |

have spiritual riches stored up for me in heaven, through Jesus.

Jesus, you stand at the door of my heart now and knock. | invite you in to my

heart as my personal saviour.
Be at the centre of my life right now and this week.
Help me to use money to win people to you, especially the poor.

Help the whole world to use money for you, and for the salvation of the

world.

In Jesus' name, amen!



