
You are seen, you are known, you are loved 

Vincent van Gogh (1853–1890) was a Dutch painter who created over 2,000 

works, including The Starry Night. However, he sold only one painting in his 

lifetime. Because of this he struggled with poverty and mental illness. He 

committed suicide at 37, largely unseen, unknown, and unloved. However, 

today he is one of the most celebrated and beloved artists in history. I 

wonder if he would have known how much his works today are seen, known, 

and loved, he would have ended his life. 

We all carry that human need to be seen, to be known, and to be loved. 

Many can feel empty, worthless, and meaningless. With it, we can flourish. 

And here is the Good News today: in Jesus, God sees you. God knows you. 

God loves you. 

That’s our refrain today: 👉 You are seen, you are known, you are loved. 

Seen: “a poor man named Lazarus, [was] covered with sores…” The rich man 

ignored Lazarus in his poverty and pain. Jesus saw Lazarus in his pain and 

poverty. How often do put on a brave face and smile and say “I’m fine, not 

too bad, good, great!” when inside you’re not. Jesus sees you especially 

your pain and poverty. How are you in pain today? Others may not see it. 

Jesus does. Share it with him in the offertory. 

Known: “Lazarus … desired to be fed…” Jesus saw Lazarus’ pain and 

poverty. Jesus also knew him and his desires. Jesus gives Lazarus a name, but 

doesn’t give the rich man one. Jesus knows and speaks your name to you in 

prayer – imagine. Jesus also knows your hearts desires. Share all your desires 

with God. God doesn’t promise to answer all desires, except the deepest 

one: union with God Himself. 

Loved: “The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s 

side.” Is there anyone here who is so tired of carrying: other people’s 



burdens? Your own? At work? At school? With friends? With family? You may 

think, “can someone not just carry me for once?” God sends angels (i.e., the 

Holy Spirit) to comfort you. You can be carried and comforted by the Holy 

Spirit in prayer ministry after Mass today. 

Urgency – “a great chasm [between heaven and hell] has been fixed…” The 

chasm between heaven and hell is fixed immediately after death. The 

decision to convert is urgent! You and I have to decide personally now: to fix 

yourself apart from sin, eg, anger, pride, envy, lust, laziness, greed, and 

gluttony. Fix yourself to Jesus. The sacrament of reconciliation is a way of 

“fixing” yourself apart from sin, and “fixing” yourself to Jesus and a life in his 

spirit. 

As you fix yourself to Jesus, and are renewed in his spirit, he will inspire in you 

a love for others who are unseen, unknown, and unloved.  

Ask yourself: ‘Who is the Lazarus at *your* gate, the Lazarus in front of you?’ Is 

it someone at school work, family, neighbour who comes to mind?  

If you feel unseen, unknown, unloved, or if you need prayer for any other 

reason, I invite you after Mass to come forward for prayer ministry. Trained lay 

ministers will pray for the Holy Spirit to come to minister to you – just like 

Lazarus – to be seen, known, and loved by God. 

Prayer 

Lord, thank you that when I feel invisible, you see me, know me by name, 

and love and comfort me. 

Jesus, you stand at the door of my heart and knock to come in. I invite you in 

now. 

See me. Know me. Love and minister to me with your spirit. 

Help me to see, know, and love the Lazarus in front of me. 



May your kingdom in heaven come to earth, in my family, school, work 

place, and neighbourhood. 

In Jesus’ name, amen! 


