Write the vision to inspire passion

A friend of mine at university was a single mum. She worked harder than
anyone else and always got the best results. | once asked her, “What drives
you to work so hard?2” She told me: “My son. | want the best life for him.” To
keep herself motivated, she drew pictures and wrote statements of what she
dreamed of for him on pieces of paper which she put on the wall: a safe
home, a good school, a car, friends, a future. Whenever she felt tired, she

looked at those drawings and statements, and her passion returned.

The prophet Habakkuk says: “Write the vision; make it plain... so that he may
run who reads it.” Writing a vision makes people run. It gives energy, joy, and

passion.
Vision has been called “a picture of the future that inspires passion.”

Sometimes church feels the opposite: dull, routine, uninspired. But it shouldn’t
be this way! St Paul reminds us: "God did not give us a spirit of fear [or

shame], but of power and love.” (2 Tim 1:7-8).

Jesus gave his disciples the Great Commission — “Go and make disciples.” In
the words to Timothy, the disciples were scared and ashamed. They became

passionate when the Spirit came with power at Pentecost.

| know this difference. | used to go to church but | was uninspired. |
encountered Jesus personally as Lord, learned what it meant to be his
disciple, and committed to live it out later as an adult (albeit not always
successfully!). Everything changed. Suddenly | had a passion: | wanted to

share the Good News of his life with others. You couldn’t stop me.

We need to be able to tell people why we're passionate about Jesus and his

church, to get them passionate!



We started a vision team here to help write the vision to inspire passion! Every
two months we gather to pray, discuss (passionately), to write a vision for

who we want to be as a parish.

You have been given a sheet of several ‘vision statements’ that the team

have put together so far.
We want to hear your feedback, to see if we are on the right frack, or not.

This vision statement is important, because everything we do in the parish (if
we serve, read, welcome, clean, etc) will be geared towards living out this

vision with even greater passion, purpose, and unity.

You've also been given a pencil. Please, order your top 2 statements:

1: your favourite

2: 2nd favourite

Please, also underline any particular words you like from any of the opftions.

When you're finished, and in 2 minutes, please, hand them to the end of the

pew and someone will collect them.

We will offer these to God in the offertory.

The vision tfeam will use your feedback to inform the future vision statement.
In this Eucharist, we pray that Jesus will help us:

‘Write the vision. Inspire passion. Live it joyfully.’



